
PAGE 1 / APRIL 2026

Over 2 000 farmers, advisors, researchers, innovation support 
entities, and many others have already registered on the Portuguese 
AKIS Platform, which was launched in November 2025 by the 
Portuguese CAP Network, under the responsibility of the Ministry 
of Agriculture. The platform is not only a permanent repository 
of information to share results from innovation projects, but also 
functions as a social hub, offering users the opportunity to connect 
through thematic groups and many other collaborative features. 
Maria Custódia Correia, National CAP Network, Portugal, explains: 
“The platform is a veritable online ecosystem which enhances 
cooperation and strengthens knowledge flows.” Ultimately, its 
aim is to build an online community which can contribute to the 
competitiveness and sustainability of the agricultural sector.  

The Portuguese AKIS Platform is designed to be a long-term, 
national hub and centralised resource centre, reducing the 
fragmentation of information within the national AKIS. Maria 
explains: “The sustainability and accessibility of the information 
were an issue, as knowledge and project results were often dispersed 
and difficult for users to locate and reuse.” 

Users register on the platform for free and upload information from 
their innovative projects, including EIP-AGRI Operational Groups, 
research initiatives and networks. Synergies are created as users 
can set up and join different types of collaborative thematic groups 
and organise online training modules, webinars and e-learning 
modules. They can also create mini project sites within the platform. 
“This feature ensures that results are preserved and made available, 
allowing partners to maintain interaction even after a project has 
ended”, says Maria. 

Almost 16 000 entries have already been uploaded, and 105 thematic 
groups have been established. In a survey carried out in February 
2026, over 50% of respondents said they used the platform regularly 
(weekly or monthly), while 80% rated its usefulness as either four or 
five out of five. For apple producer Cristóvão Ferreira, “The platform 
is important for streamlining communication between research 
and production, for sharing agricultural practices, and also for 
connecting with the end consumer.” 

Users assign tags, keywords and categories when publishing 
content, which allows the platform to structure information and make 
it searchable. The team in charge of the platform performs daily 
monitoring of the content to ensure compliance with the platform’s 
terms of use and to provide technical support where necessary. 

Several additional features for 2026, which aim to further reinforce 
interaction and help with the uptake of results, are in the pipeline. 
An artificial intelligence tool will be integrated into the platform to 
enable users to ask practical questions and receive contextualised 
answers based on data only from within the platform. A mobile app 
for the platform is also being developed, and thematic groups will 
be able to connect their discussions to WhatsApp for more direct 
communication. 

“The platform is in continuous development. We are also working on 
the broader dissemination of the platform to increase regular use 
and user familiarity”, concludes Maria.
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A new digital platform managed by the National CAP Network in Portugal maximises knowledge sharing, 
interaction and collaboration within the national Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System (AKIS) 

Background information
The Portuguese AKIS Platform was developed by the Information 
Management School | NOVA IMS, and is managed and monitored by 
DGADR (Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development), 
within the scope of the Portuguese CAP Network, under the 
responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture.

	> Portuguese AKIS Platform

	> Video - AKIS Platform Launch

	> Video - AKIS Portugal Platform Training 

This example was presented at the 3rd EU CAP Network workshop 
‘Networking for innovation and knowledge exchange’ in February 
2026. 72 participants from 24 Member States attended the 
workshop, which aimed to explore how National CAP Networks can 
use and manage practical knowledge hubs to gather and process 
information from different sources and translate it into practical 
solutions for specific users and needs and ensure the long-term 
access and usability of the information. 

https://akisportugal.pt/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZ2cPT1MYWc&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kkOv54x7b0&feature=youtu.be
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/3rd-eu-cap-network-workshop-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/3rd-eu-cap-network-workshop-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange_en
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Project photos:

Click on the pictures to download the high-resolution versions. The pictures are free for use, please mention the copyright ©.

Maria Custódia Correia presenting the Portuguese AKIS platform
© Portuguese CAP Network 

Screenshot of news feed on Portuguese AKIS platform 
© Portuguese CAP Network

Please feel free to use this press article and the pictures in your own publications and to inform your colleagues.
If you would like to receive all EU CAP Network press articles directly, please fill in the subscription form.

Project contact

Maria Custódia Correia 
rederuralnacional@dgadr.pt 

+ 351 21 844 2410

EU CAP Network contact

Ina Van Hoye
Communication manager 

Support Facility Innovation & Knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI
ina.vanhoye@eucapnetwork.eu

+32 486 90 77 43

 Project information

Screenshot of groups page on Portuguese AKIS platform 
© Portuguese CAP Network

Dissemination event for Portuguese AKIS platform 
© Portuguese CAP Network

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/maria-custodia-correia-presenting-pt-akis-platform_0.jpg
https://90b87de2.sibforms.com/serve/MUIEAPRoSIlX49kuORwUwx_8s8FZQOcbPXMRjlP6nQDPDhZed00Ia9eCO3jcGyMMaRXr-AX6mqRJK_8Wz2g0kdXCWrjyZbA4JN99p84SNurDPhd8oWh65E8Q0QAgsP-ABsdCc0ZOiFEzkNRlfaTCuGN4asxQFSmNatnY73k546tX0tPGuRhnLIl6AXpfXG46kSQ0aV-Vgu7lmW-t
mailto:rederuralnacional%40dgadr.pt?subject=
mailto:ina.vanhoye%40eucapnetwork.eu%0D?subject=
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/pt-akis-platform-screenshot-feed_0.png
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/pt-akis-platform-screenshot-groups_0.png
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/disseminating-pt-akis-platform_1.jpg
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EU CAP Network ‘Innovation & knowledge 
exchange | EIP-AGRI’ activities related to 
Networking for AKIS

Events
	> 1st EU CAP Network workshop ‘National networking for innovation’  

	> 2nd EU CAP Network workshop ‘National networking for innovation 
and knowledge exchange’

	> 3rd EU CAP Network workshop ‘Networking for innovation and 
knowledge exchange’

	> EU CAP Network seminar ‘Skills and lifelong learning for 
agricultural advisory and training service providers’

	> EU CAP Network seminar ‘Fostering an effective and integrated 
AKIS in Member States’

Inspirational ideas
	> Modernising agriculture through more efficient and effective 

Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation Systems

	> Advisors and AKIS in Slovenia - Slovenia

	> Training 10 000 European advisors to help accelerate the shift to 
climate-resilient farming

	> From farmer to farmer: the Polish Network of Demonstration 
Farms - Poland

Operational Groups working on AKIS 
66 Operational Groups working on AKIS are available in the EIP-AGRI 
project database (update March 2026) 

	> Austria (4)

	> Croatia (3)

	> Finland (2)

	> France (1)

	> Germany (14)

	> Italy (18)

	> Latvia (6)

	> Lithuania (2)

	> Luxembourg (1)

	> Netherlands (4)

	> Spain (8)

	> Sweden (7)

Horizon multi-actor projects 
There are many multi-actor projects working on AKIS available in the 
EIP-AGRI project database (update March 2026). Some examples 
below.

Multi-actor projects are research and innovation initiatives where 
diverse stakeholders with complementary expertise - such as 
researchers, farmers, and local communities – work together to 
co-create solutions to real-world challenges.  

	> Climate Farm Demo

	> QuantiFarm

	> ClimateSmartAdvisors

	> i2connect

	> EU-FarmBook

	> MODERNAKIS

	> ATTRACTISS

	> REFRESCAR

	> DESIRA

	> NEFERTITI

	> EURAKNOS

	> LIAISON

Thematic networks are collaborative platforms supported by Horizon 
Europe, where individuals, organisations and Operational Groups 
share existing knowledge and best practices on a specific theme, 
presenting them in easily accessible formats for end-users such as 
farmers, foresters and advisors. 

	> Smart-AKIS

The Portuguese AKIS Platform – a digital agricultural community

Further information on the AKIS section on the EU CAP 
Network website - discover how AKIS is taken up in national 

CAP Strategic Plans, who is part of AKIS, which tools and 
projects help to strengthen AKIS, and more.

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-national-networking-innovation
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/2nd-eu-cap-network-workshop-national-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/2nd-eu-cap-network-workshop-national-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/3rd-eu-cap-network-workshop-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/3rd-eu-cap-network-workshop-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-seminar-skills-and-lifelong-learning-agricultural-advisory-and-training_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-seminar-skills-and-lifelong-learning-agricultural-advisory-and-training_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/fostering-effective-and-integrated-akis-member-states
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/fostering-effective-and-integrated-akis-member-states
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/eip-agri-factsheet-new-entrants_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/press-article-akis
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/press-article-akis
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/advisors-and-akis-slovenia_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/training-10-000-european-advisors-help-accelerate-shift-climate-resilient-farming_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/training-10-000-european-advisors-help-accelerate-shift-climate-resilient-farming_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/farmer-farmer-polish-network-demonstration-farms
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/farmer-farmer-polish-network-demonstration-farms
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en?f%5B0%5D=project_type%3Aoperational_group_project&f%5B1%5D=topics%3A60
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en?f%5B0%5D=project_type%3Aoperational_group_project&f%5B1%5D=topics%3A60
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/climate-farm-demo
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/assessing-impact-digital-technology-solutions-agriculture-real-life-conditions
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/climatesmartadvisors
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/i2connect-connecting-advisers-boost-interactive-innovation-agriculture-and-forestry
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/eu-farmbook_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060527
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101061060
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101060553
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/desira-digitisation-economic-and-social-impacts-rural-areas
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/nefertiti-networking-european-farms-enhance-cross-fertilisation-and-innovation-uptake-0
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/euraknos
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/773418
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/smart-akis-european-agricultural-knowledge-and-innovation-systems-akis-towards-innovation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri/akis
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri/akis
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri/akis
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/support/innovation-knowledge-exchange-eip-agri/akis
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EU CAP Network events focusing on innovation, 
knowledge exchange and EIP-AGRI (July 2025 – 
June 2026) 
Find out more details on the events below on the EU CAP Network 
website.

	> EU CAP Network Focus Groups:

	> Focus Group: ‘Innovative on-farm energy production systems’
	› 1st meeting: 12-13 November 2025, Dublin, Ireland
	› 2nd meeting: 21-22 April 2026, Lelystad, the Netherlands

	> Focus Group: ‘Forestry and forest health: new and emerging 
pests and diseases’

	› 1st meeting: 19-20 November 2025, Leuven, Belgium
	› 2nd meeting: 5-6 March 2026, Hainburg an der Donau, 

Austria
	> Focus Group: ‘Innovative and sustainable ways to strengthen 

the role of farmers in revitalising the European wool value chain’
	› 1st meeting: 27-28 November 2025, Stockholm, Sweden
	› 2nd meeting: 6-7 May 2026, Aranjuez, Spain 

	> SoIKE meetings:

	> SoIKE: Subgroup on Innovation and Knowledge Exchange 
(SoIKE) - 10th meeting , 19 November 2025, online

	> SoIKE: Subgroup on Innovation and Knowledge Exchange 
(SoIKE) - 11th meeting, 3 March 2026, Brussels, Belgium

	> SoIKE: Subgroup on Innovation and Knowledge Exchange 
(SoIKE) - 12th meeting, June 2026, Brussels, Belgium

	> EU CAP Network workshop ‘Sensing the future: practical 
applications of proximal and remote sensing for farmers and 
advisors’, Valencia, Spaina – 27-28 January 2026

	> 3rd EU CAP Network workshop ‘Networking for innovation and 
knowledge exchange’, Jūrmala, Latvia – 11-12 February 2026

	> EU CAP Network Brokerage event, Warsaw, Poland – 25-26 
February 2026

	> EU CAP Network seminar ‘Innovative tools for advisors’, Dublin, 
Ireland – 19-20 March 2026

	> EU CAP Network workshop ‘Growing alternative crops for new 
market opportunities in a changing climate’, Vienna, Austria – 
22-23 April 2026

	> EU CAP Network conference ‘Water resilience linked to 
sustainable soil management practices’, Hamburg, Germany – 
19-21 May 2026

	> 3 cross-visits between EIP-AGRI Operational Groups - June 2026

	> EU CAP Network cross-visit ‘Production of protein crops under 
climate change’ 

	> EU CAP Network cross-visit ‘Robotics and artificial intelligence’
	> EU CAP Network cross-visit ‘Plant genetic resources’
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https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en?f%5B0%5D=focus%3A3&f%5B1%5D=organised_by%3Aorganised_by_eu_cap_network
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en?f%5B0%5D=focus%3A3&f%5B1%5D=organised_by%3Aorganised_by_eu_cap_network
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems-1st-meeting
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems-2nd-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases-1st-meeting
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases-2nd
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-10th-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-10th-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-11th-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-11th-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-12th-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-12th-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-sensing-future-practical-applications-proximal-and-remote-sensing_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-sensing-future-practical-applications-proximal-and-remote-sensing_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-sensing-future-practical-applications-proximal-and-remote-sensing_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/3rd-eu-cap-network-workshop-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/3rd-eu-cap-network-workshop-networking-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-brokerage-event-innovating-competitive-resilient-and-sustainable_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-seminar-innovative-tools-advisors_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-growing-alternative-crops-new-market-opportunities
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-growing-alternative-crops-new-market-opportunities
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-conference-water-resilience-agriculture-innovation-practice_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-conference-water-resilience-agriculture-innovation-practice_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/cross-visits-eip-agri-operational-groups
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-cross-visit-production-protein-crops-under-climate-change_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-cross-visit-production-protein-crops-under-climate-change_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-cross-visit-robotics-and-artificial-intelligence_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-cross-visit-plant-genetic-resources

