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All presentations and media from the 9th SolKE meeting can be
found on the meeting's EU CAP Network webpage.

Welcome and introduction

The 9th SolKE meeting began with a welcome by Hugo Almeida,
Deputy Head of Unit D1 ‘Rural areas and networks’, DG AGRI, who
shared several updates, including information about the appointment
of a new Director General for Agriculture and Rural Development,
and the multiannual financial framework (MFF) expected to be
adopted by mid-July 2025. Hugo also presented the Study on
simplification and administrative burden for farmers and other
beneficiaries under the CAP, focusing in particular on the main
sources of administrative burden for EIP-AGRI Operational Groups
(0Gs), such as complex reporting procedures, payment delays, and
difficulties with co-financing and dissemination of results. The role
of advisors in assisting other CAP beneficiaries was also highlighted,
especially as although over 70% of farmers have access to advisory
services, concerns remain about costs, effectiveness, and the limited
availability of advisors. The study recommends several horizontal
solutions for simplification and to remedy identified issues.

As of May 2025, 4 382 0Gs have been registered in the SFC
database, with 370 from the current CAP programming period. Aiming
at promoting knowledge exchange and collaboration among OGs,
the most recent EU CAP Network cross-visits focused on monitoring
animal welfare, honeybees and other pollinators, and irrigation
and water use optimisation. Recent publications include the latest
EIP-AGRI Challenge video, the 2023 Research Needs from Practice
report, a Horizon Europe 2025 funding brochure, several new press
articles, and the 11th edition of the Agrinnovation magazine, which
focuses on robotics, digital technologies and Al
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Jean-Charles Cavitte, Unit F2 ‘Research and Innovation’, DG AGRI,
presented updates on the Horizon Europe Programme, highlighting
that over 550 Research and Innovation (R&) projects have been
funded between 2014 and 2024, with nearly 400 applying the multi-
actor approach. As far as agriculture, forestry and rural areas are
concerned, the 2025 Horizon Europe Work Programme contains 42
topics (29 two-stage topics; 22 multi-actor topics) contributing to
the Horizon Europe targets on climate action, the digital transition
and biodiversity, with a budget of €450 million. Horizon Europe info
days on Cluster 6 and info days on EU Missions took place at the
end of May 2025. Preparations for the 2026-2027 Work Programme
are underway, with an expected publishing date before the end of
2025. General features include addressing climate, biodiversity and
digital targets, support for Ukraine, increased SME involvement, and
stronger links with CAP Pillar Il and other Horizon Europe initiatives.

Under the EU Mission Soil, there are 50 ongoing R&l projects with
a total budget of €435.5 million. 13 new projects and 4 living labs
are starting in 2025. In addition, a new Mission Soil Ambassadors
programme has been launched. SolKE members were invited to
sign the Mission Soil Manifesto and visit the Mission Soil Platform.
The 3rd Mission Soil week will take place in Aarhus, Denmark, on
05-06 November 2025.


https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-9th-meeting_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/study-simplification-and-administrative-burden-farmers-and-other-beneficiaries-under_en
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https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/cross-visit-monitoring-animal-welfare_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/cross-visit-monitoring-animal-welfare_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/cross-visit-honeybees-and-other-pollinators_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/cross-visit-irrigation-optimising-water-use-practices-annual-and-perennial-crops_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/cross-visit-irrigation-optimising-water-use-practices-annual-and-perennial-crops_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCGEqrMaYpE
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/research-needs-practice-2023_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/research-needs-practice-2023_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/funding-opportunities-under-horizon-europe-calls-2025_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/agrinnovation-magazine-issue-11_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/funding-opportunities-under-horizon-europe-calls-2025_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en
https://mission-soil-platform.ec.europa.eu/
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Session I: EU CAP Network activities on innovation &
knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI: annual work pro-
gramme 2025-2026

Sergiu Didicescu, Deputy Team Leader EIP-AGRI Support Facility, EU
CAP Network, introduced the 2025-2026 annual work programme
of the Support Facility. Upcoming networking activities include
three focus groups on forestry and forest health, the European
wool value chain, and innovative on-farm energy systems. There
will be three workshops focusing on networking for innovation
and knowledge exchange, new market opportunities through
crop alternatives, as well as proximal and remote sensing in
agriculture and forestry. In addition, a conference on innovative
solutions for water resilience in agriculture, a seminar on innovative
tools for advisors, a stand-alone brokerage activity, three cross-
visits between 0Gs, and ad-hoc expert meetings are planned.
Communication deliverables for 2025-2026 will include 1 flagship
publication (the Agri-Innovation Magazine), 2 brochures, 6 factsheets,
12 short press articles, 12 newsletters, 6 short videos and 3
videoclips.

Session II: Networking and learning about news from
SolKE members

SolKE members explored common ground between their
organisations, identifying similarities in their work and activities in
smaller groups. In plenary, they then shared relevant updates from
their countries and organisations.

Greece launched a €70 million call for 0Gs, which will be open until
11 July 2025.

Cyprus is planning to publish a call for 0Gs by end-June 2025. During
a recent conference on research from practice, the five Cypriot 0Gs
were presented, and a discussion followed on transforming project
results into new OGs.

In Italy, the AKIS coordination body met twice to discuss national
priorities. A group of universities and research centres hosted an
event focused on better understanding AKIS, while another event by
an organisation of public advisory agencies addressed demonstration
and experimental farms. OG calls are being prepared in five regions,
with selection completed in Emilia-Romagna and Veneto, and several
regions launching calls for innovation support services.
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The bi-annual National CAP Network conference in the Netherlands
gathered 200 participants to explore climate change as an
opportunity for agriculture and nature, featuring two workshops
on supporting farmers with water and soil measures, and the
ClimateFarmDemo project.

The Finnish CAP Network organised a pitching competition for 0Gs
during the AgriVenture Finland event in May 2025. Seven OGs from
Poland, Finland and Estonia pitched their solutions to an audience
of 400 participants. The winner, EIP-AGRI 0G ‘Local and Functional’
from Poland, presented a mobile processing unit for producing juice
directly on farms. A landing page on the Nordic-Baltic trans-national
cooperation was published with information on synchronised calls,
project ideas and expert profiles. Estonia will publish two calls for 0Gs
in autumn 2025, alongside the launch of an AKIS voucher system.
The online webinar series of ‘Network to Innovate’ continues with
monthly workshops. The next one will take place in June 2025 and
will focus on Estonian experiences in organising open farm days.
Austria selected 23 OGs in four recent calls. An EIP-AGRI measure
on non-agricultural rural innovation systems is being implemented.
The Austrian CAP Network is conducting a study on project longevity,
exploring post-project funding needs and the possibility for support
by the Managing Authority in developing sustainable business
models.

The Hungarian research institute AKI hosted a workshop on the
SoilXChange and EU4Advice projects’ platforms. Hungary is
identifying “silent AKIS actors” and developing a new model for short
supply chain systems. A call for OGs is being prepared, designed
around a simplified and efficient cost model.

In Spain, the second call for 0Gs with a budget of €46 million
attracted 220 proposals, which are under evaluation. The Spanish
CAP Network hosted a seminar for 0Gs and Horizon multi-actor
projects on precision livestock farming.

France is organising a national meeting on 17 June with OG
representatives from all regions to assess progress in projects’
implementation.

COPA-COGECA highlighted their involvement in the project
EU4Advice, which seeks to create a network supporting short food
supply chains across the EU.


https://maaseutuverkosto.fi/tapahtumat/eip-pitching-competition-at-agriventure-finland/
https://maaseutuverkosto.fi/en/news/new-sports-drink-from-natural-berries-astonishing-invention-wins-innovation-competition/
https://maaseutuverkosto.fi/en/news/new-sports-drink-from-natural-berries-astonishing-invention-wins-innovation-competition/
https://metk.agri.ee/en/EIP-AGRI_TNC
https://metk.agri.ee/en/EIP-AGRI_TNC
https://metk.agri.ee/en/network-innovate
https://soil-x-change.eu/
https://eu4advice.eu/
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Session llI: Needs for innovation and knowledge
exchange after 2027

To kick off discussions on networking needs after 2027, the session
started in plenary with some examples of already-identified needs.
These included a presentation of CEJAs forthcoming CAP post-2027
position paper that, among others, brings forward proposals for a
tutor network for young farmers, advisory services specialised in
administrative requirements and business startup processes, and
a new generational renewal toolbox. Needs determined by COPA-
COGECA include continued support for multi-actor platforms and
targeted capacity building for advisors and facilitators. Key needs
identified at AgriVenture Finland, co-organised by Finnish CAP
Network, were an EU-level tool for project partner matching, and
better support for 0Gs with market-ready innovations. In addition,
the Finnish CAP Network is organising workshops to support 0Gs in
value creation for the end users of their innovations.

In smaller groups, participants continued the discussions on needs
from their organisations and stakeholders. The representatives of
advisory organisations, research institutes and NGOs highlighted
the need to improve the understanding of the key concepts
under EIP-AGRI and AKIS. There is also a need for the creation
of impact-oriented knowledge, innovation and research that
puts even more focus on the collaboration between farmers and
researchers, and effective involvement of farmers in the innovation
projects to ensure that knowledge and innovative solutions are
used. Training researchers in co-creation and stakeholder
engagement is vital. Networking and capacity building for advisors
are key to ensuring quality and effective advice across the EU.
Representatives of advisory organisations expressed the need
to target underrepresented AKIS actors and improve training for
both new and experienced advisors. Other suggestions included
forming advisor subgroups and creating support structures for peer
collaboration. In addition, calls were made for more effective use of
existing materials, better dissemination, and deeper collaboration
with farmers' associations.

National CAP Network representatives focused on communication
and stakeholder involvement. They stressed the importance of
simple, clear, and accessible language when sharing knowledge,
as well as the need to better disseminate and build upon existing
project results.
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The group underlined the importance of stronger involvement of
farmers, calling for incentives to engage them in 0Gs and improve
collaboration at the national level. Pre-0G and post-0G phases
also require more support, including advisory help, training, and
innovation and travel vouchers. National CAP networks noted that,
while they are expected to perform many tasks, they lack sufficient
funding and tools to do so effectively. The group also called for
partner search tools and simpler entry points to access knowledge.

Discussions between representatives of Managing Authorities
focused on the scalability and sustainability of innovation results
beyond the funding period. There was a strong call for structured
support to help potential 0Gs find both national and transnational
partners and to upscale their innovations to the market. The group
highlighted the need for inclusive innovation ecosystems, better
engagement of farmers and young innovators, and overcoming
language barriers. Social sciences were recognised as key to
improving communication, understanding stakeholder behaviour,
and designing more effective support mechanisms. There was
strong interest in more opportunities for bilateral exchanges among
Managing Authorities, including outside of SolKE meetings. Finally,
representatives from several countries called for continued support
for 0Gs and the EIP model, suggesting, however, the simplification
of terminology.

Session IV: Circular Bio-Based Europe Joint Underta-
king (CBE JU)

Ana Ruiz Sierra, Programme Manager at the Circular Bio-based
Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU), highlighted that the CBE JU funds
applied R&l projects that deliver bio-based solutions in an innovative,
sustainable and circular way. Co-funded by Horizon Europe with a
consortium of companies from the bio-based industry, CBE JU is
investing €2 billion between 2021 and 2031. Primary producers have
an essential role in circular bio-based value chains as suppliers of
biomass, rural entrepreneurs, landscape managers, and end-users of
bio-based products. CBE JU aims to strengthen and empower them to
ensure a sustainable biomass supply while creating economic value
and jobs in rural areas. To do so, CBE JU monitors farmer participation
and develops action plans for their increased involvement, creates
targeted communication campaigns, and establishes a working
group on empowering primary producers to strengthen their roles
in value chains. The working group is supported by a €3 million
budget. The call to join this working group is currently open, with
activities kicking off in June 2025. A new call for proposals targeting
the primary sector is now open until 18 September 2025, with €172
million available across 13 topics.
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Session V: the European Partnerships - key instruments
in Horizon Europe

Jean-Charles Cavitte introduced the new generation of European
Partnerships under Horizon Europe, designed to be more ambitious
and goal-oriented, with a common set of criteria, a coherent life
cycle approach, and aligned with strategic EU priorities. Three types
of partnerships exist. The first type, co-programmed partnerships,
are implemented independently by the partners, with structured
consultations between the EU and the relevant sectors. The second
type, co-funded partnerships, are built on a joint programme with
firm commitments from all partners to contribute both financially
and in kind, alongside Horizon Europe co-funding. The third type,
institutionalised partnerships, are grounded in a long-term vision
and require a high degree of integration. Two ongoing co-funded
partnerships are led by DG AGRI - the Agroecology partnership and
the European Partnership on Animal Health and Welfare (EUPAHW).
The Agroecology Partnership was launched with 19 ongoing projects
selected under its first transnational call, and a second call is on
its way. The EUPAHW has 17 internal projects running, and its first
transnational call is nearly completed. Two more partnerships are
underway - the Agriculture of Data Partnership and the Partnership
on Forests and Forestry. There is a strong legal basis for the selection
criteria that govern these partnerships (Annex lll, Horizon Europe
Regulation).

Mary-Eve Henrotte, Agence Nationale de la Recherche, presented
the Agroecology Partnership and shared France's perspective on its
development and implementation. This Partnership aims to drive the
transition toward agroecological farming systems that are resilient,
productive, and prosperous, while also being place-sensitive and
beneficial for the climate, environment, ecosystems, biodiversity,
and people by 2050. 72 partners from 26 countries and regions work
together with a total budget of €300 million. France is represented
by six actors: two research funding organisations and four research
performing institutions. The partnership has two main types of
activities: financing research projects that involve Living Labs and
engage a broad spectrum of national actors; and internal activities
aimed at broadly fostering the agroecology transition. Establishing
Living Labs and research infrastructures is central, with an emphasis
on building collaborations with other international networks and
projects. Examples of other activities include a series of thematic
webinars, a summer school, and the selection of ‘agroecology
champions'. In its second phase, the partnership plans to expand the
consortium. Key priorities are reinforcing connections between AKIS
actors by improving collaboration through a whole system approach,
mainly through digitalisation, as well as reducing educational barriers
that prevent a smooth transition to agroecology.
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Véronique Rebholtz, Ghent University, presented the EUPAHW. The
objective of the partnership is to provide society with a sustainable
livestock production sector in which infectious animal diseases are
effectively prevented and controlled using appropriate methods,
antimicrobials are used prudently, and animal welfare is ensured
throughout all stages of the production process. Its scope covers
terrestrial and aquatic animals raised for food across conventional
or organic production systems. The partnership brings together 90
partners from 19 EU countries and five non-EU countries, with a total
expected budget of €360 million. Belgium is represented by seven
partners. The partnership has five priority areas, covering monitoring
and analysing animal welfare, risk management, addressing animal
management across the supply chain, development of treatments
and vaccines, and exploring the socio-economic aspects. To
coordinate efforts in the uptake of Partnership outcomes, National
Mirror Groups were created, bringing together national and regional
stakeholders. New EUPAHW external calls are scheduled to be
launched annually until 2028 with a budget of €30 million.

Closing words

Magdalena Mach, Unit D1 ‘Rural areas and networks’, DG AGRI,
closed the meeting by thanking SolKE members for their active
participation and announcing the upcoming survey for sharing
national-level, Life and Interreg projects relevant to the new annual
work programme activities with a deadline on 30 September 2025.
She also informed the meeting that the next SolKE meetings will
take place on 13 November 2025 online, and on 03 March 2026
in Brussels.

Funded by
the European Union



https://www.agroecologypartnership.eu/
https://www.eupahw.eu/

