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Country: Slovenia

Duration: 9 September 2025 — 9 September 2028

Budget: 371.718,71 €

Website: https://www.park-skocjanske-jame.si/vsebina/projekti-in-raziskave ?tag=projekti-v-teku
Partners (11):

- LP: Skocjan Caves Public Service Agency, Slovenia

- P: 10 farms located in Karst and Reka River Biosphere Reserve
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Main challenges: Loss of biodiversity due to land abandonment, overgrowth of grasslands and decline of traditional
agricultural practices in protected areas.

Innovative solutions tested (ongoinqg) by the project:

» Restoration of species-rich grasslands using local seed mixtures.
* Propagation and planting of traditional fruit tree varieties.
» Creation of small ponds for amphibians and restoration of dry-stone walls.

Main results of the project (intermediate or final):

Preparation and restoration of pilot plots for species-rich meadows.

Grafting of traditional fruit tree varieties and establishment of rootstocks for future propagation.
Training workshops delivered to participating farmers.

Strengthened cooperation between farms and the protected area authority.

Proud of: Bringing together 10 farms and a protected area authority to jointly test biodiversity-friendly farming practices.
Combining nature conservation, traditional knowledge and active farmer participation.
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Ideas for future projects or needs / issues based on which you want to build further

collaboration:

 Establishing a regional network for the on-site conservation of traditional crop varieties, where
farmers actively maintain and propagate varieties while expert institutions provide technical and
scientific support.

» Joint projects on biodiversity-friendly farming, citizen science and climate-resilient local
varieties.

What you can offer to future partners:

 Practical experience in conserving traditional crop varieties and old fruit tree cultivars.

» Knowledge on seed saving, varietal maintenance and grafting techniques.

» Experience from EIP projects, the INCREASE Citizen Science project and educational farm
activities.

« Demonstration farm, workshops and knowledge-sharing activities.
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EU CAP Network cross-visit
'Plant genetic resources’

All information on the cross-visit is available on the event webpage:
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-cross-visit-
plant-genetic-resources
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