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Operational Group ‘Traditional Romanian apple in ecological system in
the present: preserving genetic resources and economical development
on long term’

Country: Romania
Start and end dates of the project: 2021–2025
Budget: EUR 257,538
Website/social media links: https://www.rrn-pac.eu/pei-agri/grupuri-
operationale/2356-marul-traditional-romanesc-sistem-ecologic-pastrarea-
patrimoniului-genetic-si-dezvoltarea-economica-termen-lung.html
Partners: 2 farm holders, 1 processor, 1 research institute
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Operational Group ‘Traditional Romanian apple in 
ecological system in the present: preserving genetic 
resources and economical development on long term’

• Main challenges addressed by the project: Traditional apple varieties, found only
in small farms, are often left unharvested because their appearance does not meet
fresh market standards and the quantities available on farms are insufficient for
industrial processing.

• Innovative solutions developed/ tested by the project: Identification of a minimum
necessary raw material source for processing through digital mapping of fruit-bearing
trees, their conservation and maintenance.

• Main results of the project: Digital mapping of approximately 300 fruit-bearing
trees; graft propagation for the preservation of varieties and the increase in the
number of specimens; production of dried products differentiated by variety.

The project uniquely combines the conservation of traditional apple varieties 
and trees with the practical valorisation of fruit, which would otherwise be lost.
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• Future collaboration could focus on expanding the documented inventory of
traditional apple trees, strengthening the conservation of local apple genetic
resources through graft propagation, and scaling up processing to higher
volumes. In the future, we could also aim to improve the technological processing
flow, as well as create stronger links between varietal identity, tree origin, and
consumer awareness.

• To future partners, we can offer access to a documented database of traditional
fruit trees, experience in phenotypic and genotypic characterization, expertise in
graft propagation and orchard conservation, and practical know-how in small-
scale processing of heterogeneous fruit into value-added dried products.

Operational Group ‘Traditional Romanian apple in 
ecological system in the present: preserving genetic 
resources and economical development on long term’
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La Coruña, Spain | 17-18 June 2026

EU CAP Network cross-visit 
'Plant genetic resources'

All information on the cross-visit is available on the event webpage: 
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-cross-visit-

plant-genetic-resources
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