
NAME OF LAG, COUNTRY: LAG LEIPZIGER MULDENLAND, GERMANY

FOCUS TOPIC ‘WATERBODY
DEVELOPMENT’ IN THE LEADER

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY  

CONTEXT, ACTIVITIES & RATIONALE

Extreme weather events caused by climate change - such as heavy
rainfall, flooding, and periods of drought - are occurring with
increasing frequency and place a severe strain on water bodies and
the overall water balance. Heavy precipitation leads to soil erosion,
sedimentation, or flooding as a result of uncontrolled surface runoff.
Periods of drought result in water bodies carrying reduced water
volumes - or even drying up completely - for extended periods.
Anthropogenic interference with water bodies and its impact on the
water balance exacerbate this negative trend.  

RESULTS

Installation of the water body development software PROGEMIS in municipalities
within the region, as well as at the local Landscape Conservation Association  
Data validation and refinement within PROGEMIS 
Joint development of next steps for water body development in collaboration with
the municipalities 
Workshops and field visits 
Selection of LEADER projects within the coordination committee for water course
development in the LEADER region 
Participation in the living waters network in 2024 

LESSONS LEARNED

Continuity is needed 
Local network partners and contact points (e.g. LAG management) are needed 
Consultants working for a regional network are needed 

Consequently, municipalities which are responsible for maintaining water bodies and achieving the ecological status
mandated by the EU Water Framework Directive and flood prevention face an even greater challenge: to develop and
maintain water bodies while mitigating the impacts of climate change upon them. However, municipalities often feel
isolated in their efforts to address these issues. 
Systematic cooperation guided by an action plan is therefore essential to ensure the sustainable development of
water bodies and the responsible management of water resources. Thus, LAG Leipziger Muldenland has created the
focus topic ‘waterbody development’ in its LEADER development strategy 2023-2027, based on several previous
projects and activities between 2015 and 2022 for rural stakeholders.  

PROJECT PROMOTER: 

TIMEFRAME: 2015 - 2022  I  2023 - ONGOING

FUNDING: Total budget: EUR 110 000 SINCE 2023 (and even more for the last 10 years)                                  
                  

LAG LEIPZIGER MULDENLAND

Project visit of relevant sections of
water bodies to save villages from

flooding
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Training the municipalities in caring for the
water bodies
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