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Subgroup on Innovation and Knowledge Exchange 

12th Meeting – 4 June 2026 
 
The twelfth meeting of the Subgroup on Innovation and Knowledge Exchange (SoIKE) 
is designed to achieve the following objectives: 
 

1. Learn about the most recent activities of SoIKE members related to innovation 
and knowledge exchange, including EIP-AGRI 

2. Present the activities in the draft EIP-AGRI Support Facility annual work 
programme 2026-2027 

3. Explore inspirational approaches to designing the future of AKIS and EIP-AGRI 
in the EU: studies, analyses and recommendations stemming thereof 

4. Exchange on ways to address the recommendations of the European Court of 
Auditors (ECA) report ‘‘European innovation partnership in the common 
agriculture policy. A key tool for innovation in EU agriculture falling short of its 
full potential’ 
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AGENDA 
Thursday 4 June 2026 

 

Timing   Agenda item  

08.30 – 09.00 Check-in and registration  

9.00 – 9.30 Welcome and introduction 

• Innovation, knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI – 
latest updates, presentation by Hugo Almeida, Unit 
D1 “Rural areas and networks”, DG AGRI 

• New developments in Horizon Europe, presentation 
by Orsolya Frizon Somogyi, Unit F2 ‘Research and 
Innovation’, DG AGRI 

• Q&A   

9.30 – 09.45 
Session I: EU CAP Network networking activities on 
innovation & knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI for the 
draft annual work programme 2026-2027 

• EIP-AGRI Support Facility’s draft annual work 
programme 2026-2027, presentation by Pacôme 
Elouna Eyenga, EIP-AGRI Support Facility 

• Q&A 

09.45 – 10.15 Session II: News from SoIKE members 
• Sharing recent activities and experiences related to 

innovation and knowledge exchange, including EIP-
AGRI 

10.15 – 10.45 
Coffee break  

10.45 – 12.00 Session III: AKIS and EIP-AGRI implementation: 
looking towards the future 

• Analysis of the innovation processes carried out by 
the Operational Groups of the European Innovation 
Partnership (EIP-GO) in France – presentation by 
Gonzague Leroux, Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Sovereignty, France 

• Strengthening Innovation Support Services in EIP-

Agri: Insights and recommendations from 10 Years 

of Implementation in Germany. – presentation by 

Markus Hartmann, Landwirtschaftskammer 

Schleswig-Holstein, Germany 

• Feedback from the AKIS and Innovation cluster 
kick-off meeting - presentation by Bogdan Alecu, 
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Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Romania 

• Q&A and exchanges in plenary on similar practices 
and their use for preparing the new programming 
period. 

12.00 – 13.15 
Lunch break  

13.15 – 13.45 
Session IV: Speed dating for SoIKE members 

• Networking activity 

13.45 – 15.00 Session V: Turning ECA recommendations into 
operational actions: national and regional 
perspectives 
 

• Introduction from Joanna Kiszko, Unit D1 “Rural 
areas and networks”, DG AGRI 

• Q&A 
• Breakout discussions  

 

15.00 – 15.30 
Coffee break  

15.30 – 15.45 
Session V: Turning ECA recommendations into 
operational actions: national and regional 
perspectives - continuation 

• Feedback to plenary 

15.45 – 16.00  
Feedback from participants, next steps and closing 
words 

 


