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German Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Regional Identity (BMLEH)

As Head of the ‘Innovation, Networking & Transfer, Startups’
unit at the German Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Food,
my actual work focuses on strengthening innovation in the
agri-food sector in response to global challenges such as
climate change and sustainability, while enhancing
competitiveness. Through targeted funding programs, we
support stakeholders along the entire value chain in turning
ideas into market-ready solutions. | bring diverse professional
experience in politics ranging from education & research to
agriculture.

European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural
Development, Directorate D ‘CAP Strategic Plans II’

Mario Milouchev is Director of Directorate D ‘CAP Strategic
Plans II' in DG Agriculture and Rural Development of the
European Commission. He has worked as a Director in DG
AGRI for more than 15 years, first in the area of inter-
institutional relations and communication, followed by rural
development and pre-accession assistance; and since
January 2022 — the CAP Strategic Plans. Before joining the
Commission in May 2009, he worked almost 20 years as
European Affairs diplomat: he was, among others, a member
of the team negotiating the accession of Bulgaria to the EU,
European director in the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and COREPER | Ambassador (Deputy Permanent
Representative of Bulgaria to the EU). He has a Master's
degree in International Relations and is ENA graduate.

EU CAP Network, Support Facility for Innovation,
Knowledge exchange and EIP-AGRI

Research Professor and director at the Desertification
Research Center (CIDE) (CSIC-UV-GVA) working on applied
aspects of agricultural water management and viticulture with
the aim of improving on-farm irrigation efficiency and indeed
water productivity. More recently, began to pay attention at the
genetic material and how, in woody crops, the rootstock and
the scion can determine water use efficiency responses to the
field practices. The final goal is to integrate individual
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processes to the whole plant and what growers can do to
improve plant productivity and crop composition. In our lab, the
on-farm practices are upscaled at the whole basin level in
order to quantify the final impacts of specific actions to the
whole water cycle and how water use efficiency at the
catchment level is finally affected. He is member of the
scientific advisory board for the PRIMA Joint Programme
“Partnership for research and innovation in the Mediterranean
area” supporting in the development of this successful funding
initiative.

European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural
Development, B.2 Environmental sustainability

Policy officer working at AGRI.B2 on environmental
sustainability. | work on CAP funding related to water and
biodiversity and have a special interest in water resilience with
a focus on water scarcity, droughts and climate change
adaptation.

European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural
Development, F.2 Research and innovation

Benjamin Van Doorslaer is an agricultural engineer and has
been working for more than 25 years in the agro-business, in
public and private sector, of which 15 years in the European
Commission. He is dealing with R&l programming in the
agricultural sector, focusing on water and nutrient related
topics.

European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural
Development, D.1 Rural areas and networks

Anikd Seregélyi is Policy officer at the European Commission
Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development.
She works in the Rural areas and networks unit, EIP-AGRI
team that defines and coordinates the European level
networking activities of the EU CAP network Innovation strand.
In the past years, she was responsible for numerous
Workshops, Seminars and Focus Groups supporting the
successful implementation of EIP-AGRI mainly related to the
sustainable management of natural resources and capacity
building activities. Anik6 studied Geography, European
Studies and Science management in Budapest, Freiburg,
Aachen and Speyer.
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Landcare Germany

Trained geographer (M.Sc.) with a focus on sustainable spatial
planning; advanced training as Natura 2000 manager and
Agroforestry Planner. Working for Landcare Germany
(Deutscher Verband fur Landschaftspflege, DVL) in projects
on the intersection of farming, nature conservation and politics.
Focus topics include water and soil management, natural
carbon sinks, agroforestry, Common Agricultural Policy and
cross-border cooperations.

Currently project leader of the Erasmus+ project
‘Water~Farmers — Advanced training for sustainable water and
soil management on farms.’

Irrigants d’Europe

Adriano Battilani is General Secretary of Irrigants d’Europe (IE)
and Director and Presidency Consultant of the Italian National
Association of Agricultural Water Boards (ANBI). He also
serves on the Board of the Euro-Mediterranean Irrigators
Community (EIC). With over 44 years of experience, he
specialises in precision irrigation, water governance, water-
use efficiency, reuse and quality, and the Water—Energy—
Food—-Environment nexus within EU policies. He chaired the
“Water Supply and Irrigation” section of the International
Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS) and coordinated the
EU-funded Melcoptor network across 14 countries. He lectures
in higher education programmes. He has been actively
involved in EU policy platforms, including the EIP Water Task
Force - “Water and Irrigation Resilient Europe” (WIRE) action
group which he co-coordinated. He represents the sector in
key EU working groups on water reuse, drought, and water
scarcity.

Freshfel Europe

Sustainability Policy Advisor specialised in agricultural
innovation and rural development, following the EU
sustainability agenda. With fieldwork experience around the
world, focusing mostly on fruit and vegetables cropping
systems.
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Deltares

Vince Kaandorp is a senior researcher and project leader at
Deltares, an independent applied research institute
specialised in water and subsurface systems. His work
focuses on freshwater availability, groundwater, salinity and
climate  adaptation in  agriculture. He  develops
practice-oriented solutions by combining monitoring,
modelling, field pilots and digital tools, working closely with
farmers, water managers and policymakers to support climate
adaptation and sustainable water use in deltas.

Farmer and advisor, Ireland | EIP-AGRI Operational Group
Mulkear

| am a private Agricultural Consultant, with 25 years
experience, working in the Limerick/Tipperary region of
Munster where | work with 500 farmers in the region, advising
them on everything from water quality to farm yard design to
compliance. | am also a 4™ generation, award winning dairy
farmer, milking 200 British Friesian cows and rearing
replacement heifers on the farm. | am a Farming for nature
ambassador, an initiative that seeks to support, encourage and
inspire farmers to farm in a way that will improve the natural
health of our countryside. | am very passionate about
community and heavily involved in a number of local
community projects including the local GAA sports club and
Doon Social Farm. | am also a director of Kerry Co-op.

Beta Tech Center, Spain

Alexandre Gali Serra is a Chemical Engineer and PhD in
Environmental and Product Engineering specialized in water
and environmental technologies. He currently works at BETA
Tech. Center (Vic), where he coordinates innovation and
£\ .ﬂ . technology transfer projects linked to the water sector and
) ' circular bioeconomy. His expertise focuses on wastewater
treatment, water reuse, nutrient and by-product recovery, and
anaerobic digestion of sludge and organic waste. Alexandre
also has strong experience in open innovation, technological
surveillance, and knowledge transfer between research and
industry. Through his work at BETA, he contributes to
developing sustainable solutions for water management and
resource recovery aligned with European environmental
challenges.
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The Netherlands

Since 1986 internationally working as project manager,
consultant, managing partner and various management
positions within both profit (water & environmental
consultancy) as well as non-profit organizations. Within Acacia
Water, I'm currently working as senior advisor researching and
implementing innovative ASR-projects in the Netherlands.
This, in cooperation with knowledge institutes like TUDelft,
KWR, Deltares and WUR.

Spain

Researcher, entrepreneur and farmer with over 25 years of
international experience (more than 10 in the agri-food sector).
| focus on circular economy, sustainable farming and
innovative business models supporting the green and digital
transition in agriculture.

| lead Alberizas, focusing on innovative circular and/tech
applied projects managing a biodiverse organic farming
initiative in Jaén, and MyGreens, a circular vertical farming
project. My work connects on-farm practice with European
innovation networks, contributing to initiatives such as EIP-
AGRI and EU-funded projects including Hydralink, Circular
voices, Gen4Olive, FAIRFOOD and CARE. My approach
advances water resilience through regenerative practices,
efficient resource management and multi-actor collaboration.

Poland

| am the CEO of Wasat - a Polish SME that provides advisory
services for farmers, based on satellite and weather data. One
of those services - Irriget - is a result of the R&D project co-
funded by the European Space Agency. It delivers daily real
evapotranspiration measurements at 20-meter resolution. Al-
powered fusion of optical and thermal satellite data provides
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sensorless irrigation support with subfield precision, helping
farmers save water and costs while increasing yields. In the
2025 growing season Irriget service covered approx. 35,000
ha, mostly potato plantations in northern Poland.

Italy

Maria Consilia Antonelli is a project manager and expert in
European project design, with over 20 years of experience in
the social, educational, and rural sectors. President of Soro
Tori ETS Association and entrepreneur of Azienda Agricola
Agrianto di Maria Consilia Antonelli, she promotes innovation,
adult education, and sustainable development. As an
Erasmus+ EDA Ambassador, she coordinates international
projects, fostering intercultural dialogue and networking.

Ireland

Dr. Pierre Lovera is researcher at the Tyndall National
Institute, University College Cork in Ireland. His expertise is in

\' sensor development for environmental and food applications.
\ L The enabling technologies are electrochemistry and optics
Vi i (Raman spectroscopy).

He is the coordinator of the Horizon Europe UNIVERSWATER
project aiming to develop decision support systems for
sustainable management of agriwater. This includes
integration of water and soil sensors for nutrient, e.coli and
contaminant of emerging concerns with earth observation as
well as technology and nature-based solutions.

Latvia

Ainis Lagzdins, Dr.sc.ing., professor, Latvia University of Life
Sciences and Technologies (LBTU). A. Lagzdins has been a
part of academic and research staff of LBTU since 2005. He
graduated from the doctoral study programme of
Environmental Engineering in 2012 when defended his Ph.D.
— thesis entitled “Analysis of the water quality concerning
nutrients in the agricultural runoff’. The main research
directions are related with monitoring of agricultural runoff in
different agro-climatic regions and scales (groundwater,
experimental plots, subsurface drainage systems, ditches,
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small and medium size rivers) in Latvia, modelling of water
quality and quantity, and implementation of edge-of-field and
in-field practices to reduce nutrient transport from agricultural
land. A. Lagzdins has been involved in multiple national,
international and Nordic/Baltic cooperation projects on
assessment and modelling of nutrients leakage. He has a two
year experience as a postdoctoral research associate with
lowa State University in the U.S.

Austria

| am the project manager of the Climate-Agriculture Model
Region, focusing on sustainable development at the
intersection of agriculture, climate action, and regional
development.

In my role as LAG manager, | coordinate and support
innovative regional development projects in rural areas. As
head of the regional rural youth organization, | am particularly
committed to empowering young people, strengthening
volunteer engagement, and shaping a sustainable future for
the region.

Hungary

Results-driven innovation expert with a PhD in animal sciences
and 20+ years of international experience across academia,
industry, and EU projects in the field of agriculture and drug
development. | specialize in developing and managing
multidisciplinary research proposals, building innovation
ecosystems, and supporting sustainable solutions. Currently
working as an innovation manager, | connect research,
business, and funding to turn ideas into impact.
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Germany

Maike Gebker is a doctoral candidate at the Institute for
Environmental Planning at Leibniz University Hannover, where
she is part of the coordination team for the EU HORIZON
project SpongeWorks. Under the guidance of Prof. Dr.
Christian Albert, she focuses on developing water retention
measures and strategies to enhance the resilience of
landscapes in three European river basins. Her current
research analyses the co-creation and co-production involved
in the planning, implementation, and maintenance processes
of sponge measures and strategies. She holds a Master's
degree in Transformation Design from the University of Fine
Arts in Braunschweig.

Germany

Sonja Retzlaff is a regenerative farm manager and a product
strategist. She blends her passion for sustainable agriculture
with her expertise in innovation and digital project
management to drive positive environmental impact.

Crowd & Ruben e.V. is committed to creating intact water
cycles and is developing an innovative flagship project for
resilient, nature-based water management and education. The
project combines ecological water management with the
promotion of biodiversity and creates a learning environment
for sustainable water landscapes. The water landscape and
the educational and participatory opportunities for natural
water management create added value for people and nature.
The initiative serves as a model for resilient, nature-based
water management and environmental education.

Greece

Agronomist and farmer based in Greece, with hands-on
experience in crop monitoring, quality assessment and
sustainable farming practices. Strong expertise in cotton and
maize cultivation, with a focus on precision agriculture, soil
health and efficient water and nutrient management. Actively
engaged in implementing practical solutions that enhance farm
resilience and support adaptation to climate-related
challenges in modern agriculture.
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Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking

Ana is a leading expert in bioeconomy and currently serves as
a Programme Officer at the Circular Bio-Based Europe Joint
Undertaking (CBE JU). She holds a degree in Agronomic
Engineering. With nearly 20 years of experience, Ana worked
at the Spanish Ministry of Environment from 2004 to 2009. She
then joined the European Commission (2009-2014), where
she contributed to EU research and innovation policy, focusing
on biotechnology and bio-based products and processes.
Since 2014, she works at CBE JU, monitoring the
implementation of funded projects. She also leads strategic
initiatives, including managing the Member States' advisory
body and other activities aimed at strengthening the primary
sector’s role in circular bio-based value chains.

Italy

Full professor of Agricultural water management, University of
Bologna, Italy.

European Innovation Council Ambassador

Ivan Stefanic is a business development and technology
transfer specialist with more than 35 years of international
experience in research and business. lvan is also a Full
Professor in economics and entrepreneurship in agribusiness.

In April 2022, lvan was appointed EIC Programme Manager
for Food Chain Technologies and Novel and Sustainable
Food. In that capacity, he prepared EIC challenge calls aimed
at reinforcing the European Food Supply Chain. After project
selection, he managed several portfolios with almost 100
projects in different segments of the Agrifood sector.

He is passionate about DeepTech and disruptive innovations,
gamification of learning experiences, mentoring students and
young entrepreneurs, and enterprising universities and
governments.
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Spain

| am agronomist, with PhD in Agricultural and Environmental
Science by the UCLM(SP) co-directed by INRAE(FR). My
expertise is in the implementation of crop models (like STICS)
with remote sensing data but also on developing simpler
models, like FaST-Navigator and nutrients and carbon
modules of TUdi APP, for decision-making in precision
agriculture. | gained this experience in the public and private
sectors, working in research institutes like ITAP(SP), INRAE
(FR), UCLM (SP) and Agrisat Iberia(SP, actual position as
research ingeneer), and in European projects like FATIMA,
TUdi, or NBSOIL, whose results are transferred to farmers.

Spain

Noemi Nemes is the co-founder and president of
AguAbundancia, an initiative dedicated to rehydrating
degraded landscapes across the Iberian Peninsula. A certified
Soil Food Web technician and Water Stories professional, she
specializes in nature-based design to restore the natural water
cycle. Noemi manages projects focused on water catchment
impacts, bridging scientific analysis with regenerative practice.
By implementing "Sponge Landscape" strategies, she helps
communities and landowners mitigate drought and erosion,
ensuring long-term climate resilience and soil fertility.

PRIMA Foundation

Deputy director of PRIMA foundation in Barcelona since 2018,
and previously was a director at the Higher Council for Science
and Technology in Jordan. A senior Manager/expert in the
fields of Scientific Projects management, with more than 20
years of experience in the fields of STI policies development,
planning, implementation, monitoring and support. Has
coordinated and participated in several EU framework program
projects (FP7 and H2020). Has a vast experience in
international cooperation and building strategic networks and
partnerships. Additionally, has immense experience in
Scientific research commercialization, Technology Transfer
and bridging Science and business.
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