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A total of 219 participants from 25 EU Member States attended the conference, 
representing EIP-AGRI Operational Groups, Horizon Europe and LIFE projects, 
as well as other related initiatives. Among them, 35 farmers actively shared their 
experiences alongside researchers, advisors, representatives of farmer 
associations, innovation brokers, and agri-businesses. The conference 
showcased innovative solutions to enhance water resilience in European 
agriculture and forestry. At the innovation market, 55 exhibitors (49 projects and 
six initiatives) presented their results.  
 
Participants exchanged experiences on innovative solutions, practices and lessons 
learnt across the conference’s six thematic clusters. They also reflected on the most 
urgent actions required to address current challenges. Participants discussed effective 
strategies to disseminate project results, and to uptake and upscale successful 
solutions. They also explored ways to strengthen collaboration among different 
stakeholders to enhance water resilience. The conference featured several interactive 
competitions, including an innovation hunt that encouraged participants to actively 
exchange at the innovation market, prizes for the best project pitches, the most 
inspiring solutions, and the most liked and shared social media post. 
 
Field visits 

Six field visits, each to two different locations featuring practical solutions and on-site 
demonstrations by EIP-AGRI Operational Groups and other innovative projects, were 
organised in collaboration with the EIP Agriculture and Innovation Network in Lower 
Saxony, the Innovation office EIP-AGRI at the Chamber of Agriculture in Schleswig-
Holstein, the German CAP Network (DVS) and the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Regional Identity (BMLEH). They covered soil and water management, data-
driven precision agriculture, nature-based solutions to improve water-holding capacity, 
and climate-adapted irrigation.  
 
The conference highlighted the following key messages: 
 There are opportunities for water and nutrient reuse, and further scaling up will 

require some adaptations to the current regulations and improving the cost-
effectiveness of the reuse processes. 

 Improving water retention through soil management is key for water resilience. It 
should be further promoted on-farm and beyond, at catchment and landscape level.  

 Multiple solutions such as precision irrigation, improved genetic material, 
agronomic practices exist, but require integrated and systematic application. 

 Digital tools are already in use; further potential lies in AI and advanced remote and 
on-the-ground sensors, with strong potential for replication in Europe and beyond. 

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-conference-water-resilience-agriculture-innovation-practice_en

