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The conference will showcase and share innovative solutions, developed by innovation 
projects and initiatives that strengthen water resilience in EU agriculture and forestry. 
The aim is to share project results and stimulate their uptake in practice. The event will 
also provide opportunities for networking and exploring further collaboration among 
participants.  
 
The event will: 

› showcase innovative solutions and practices developed by EU projects (EIP-
AGRI Operational Groups, Horizon Europe, LIFE, and others), boosting 
the exchange of promising knowledge and innovations  

› support learning from innovative solutions and practices developed by these 
projects and foster their further dissemination  

› encourage the uptake and scaling-up of existing solutions and practices by 
promoting examples of successful adoption and by identifying opportunities for 
broader implementation  

› promote networking for innovation in the field of water resilience in agriculture 
and forestry, by identifying opportunities and tools for collaboration  

› collect knowledge gaps and research needs derived from practical experiences 
in the field.  

 
The conference activities will focus on the following thematic clusters: 

› Circular water management 
› Climate-resilient and less water-intensive crops and cropping systems 
› Digital tools, irrigation efficiency, precision irrigation 
› Nature-based solutions  
› Soil management 
› Water quality / water pollution 
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Timing   Tuesday 19 May 2026  
Focus of the day: inspiration from the field 

11.30 – 12.45 Exhibitors in the innovation market are welcome to drop materials and 
equipment at the venue 

11.30 – 12.45 Registration at the venue (main entrance) 

13.00 – 18.30 
/ 19.30 

Exploring innovation in practice: field visits to relevant German 
projects and initiatives   
› Field visit 1: Schleswig-Holstein – ‘Innovations for water 

management: airborne seeding and peatland restoration’ 
(Expected return time: 19.30) 

› Field visit 2: Schleswig-Holstein – ‘Data-driven water 
management and nature-based solutions: soil monitoring and 
agroforestry’ 

› Field visit 3: Schleswig-Holstein – ‘Building water-holding 
capacity: landscape innovation and undersown mixtures in 
oats’ 

› Field visit 4: Lower Saxony – ‘Intelligent water management: 
storage, soil and efficient irrigation in the face of climate 
change’ 

› Field visit 5: Lower Saxony – ‘Innovations for sustainable water 
management in fruit growing and tree nurseries’ 

› Field visit 6: Lower Saxony – ‘Climate-adapted irrigation: 
hydrogel, measuring systems and sustainable cultivation’ 

A full description of the field visits can be found on the event webpage. 

Buses will depart and arrive near the main venue entrance door. 

 
 

Timing   Wednesday 20 May 2026  
Focus of the day: innovative projects and initiatives 

08.00 – 09.00 Registration  

09.00 – 09.35 Welcome and introduction (plenary room) 

Welcome and opening by:  
› Claudia Striffler, Head of the ‘Innovation, Networking & Transfer, 

Startups’ unit at the German Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Regional Identity (BMLEH) 

› Mario Milouchev, Director of Directorate D ‘CAP Strategic Plans II’, 
European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural Development 

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-conference-water-resilience-agriculture-innovation-practice
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› Introduction to the agenda, working methods 
› Logistical information 

09.35 – 10.05  Getting started (plenary room) 
 
Setting the scene 

› The two AIs: How Artificial Intelligence can improve the 
Ancestral Irrigation for ensuring a more water-resilient 
agriculture – Diego Intrigliolo, EU CAP Network, Support Facility 
for Innovation & Knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI 

› How is the EU supporting water resilience in agriculture? – 
Christine Falter, Benjamin Van Doorslaer, Anikó Seregélyi, 
European Commission, DG AGRI 

› Mapping Europe’s projects in water resilience – Diego Intrigliolo, 
EU CAP Network, Support Facility for Innovation & Knowledge 
exchange | EIP-AGRI 

10.05 – 10.30 Getting inspiration from the field visits (plenary room) 
 
Panel session with: 
› Corinna Friedrich, DVL / Landcare Germany, Germany 
› Adriano Battilani, researcher at Irrigants d’Europe, EU 
› Maria Pamies, advisor at the European Fresh Produce Association 

(Freshfel), EU  
› Vince Kaandorp, researcher at Deltares, the Netherlands 
› Martin Crowe, farmer and advisor, Ireland 
› Alexandre Galí Serra, researcher at Beta Tech Center, Spain 

10.30 – 10.45 Launching the innovation market and competitions (plenary room) 

10.45 – 11.15  Coffee break (foyer) 

11.15 – 12.45  Innovation market (innovation market hall) 

Exhibition and exchange with 50+ innovation projects and initiatives 

12.45 – 14.15 Networking lunch (foyer) 

14.15 – 14.30 Introduction to the afternoon session (plenary room) 

14.30 – 15.40 Thematic parallel workshops  
Round 1 
(first floor) 

A: Circular water management 

Innovation market  
(innovation market hall) 
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› Hans Merton, researcher, 
the Netherlands 

› Sonsoles Jiménez Pérez, 
farmer / researcher, 
Spain 

 

B: Irrigation efficiency, 
precision, digital tools  
› Bartosz Buszke, IT 

expert, Poland 
› Maria Consilia Antonelli, 

farmer, Italy (TBC) 
 

C: Water quality and pollution  
› Pierre Lovera, 

researcher, Ireland 
› Ainis Lagzdiņš, 

researcher, Latvia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15.25 – 15.40  
Innovation market coffee break (foyer) 

15.40 – 15.50 Coffee break for all participants (foyer) 

15.50 – 17.00 Thematic parallel workshops  
Round 2  
(first floor) 

D: Climate-resilient / less 
water-intensive crops and 
cropping systems  
› Katharina Huber, 

innovation support agent, 
Austria  

› Tünde Gyarmati, 
innovation support agent, 
Hungary 

 

E: Nature-based solutions 
(including agroforestry)  
› Maike Gebker, 

researcher, Germany  
› Sonja Retzlaff, farmer, 

Germany 
 

F: Soil management   
› Michail Rarras, farmer, 

Greece   
› Ana Ruiz, Circular Bio-

based Europe Joint 
Undertaking (CBE JU) 

15.50 – 16.05  
Innovation market coffee break (foyer) 

Innovation market  
(innovation market hall) 



 

 

5 

E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  C O N F E R E N C E  
‘ W A T E R  R E S I L I E N C E  I N  A G R I C U L T U R E :  I N N O V A T I O N  I N  P R A C T I C E ’  

F I N A L  A G E N D A  
 

17.00 – 17.30 Pitching of projects – first round (plenary room) 

17.30 – 17.50 Sharing outcomes from workshops (plenary room) 

17.50 – 18.00 Closing of the day (plenary room) 

19.30 – 22.00 Networking dinner at restaurant Hobenköök   

 
 
 

Timing   Thursday 21 May 2026  
Focus of the day: impact on the ground 

disseminating, uptaking, upscaling innovations and project results 

08.00 – 09.00 Registration  

09.00 – 09.10 Welcome to Day 3 (plenary room) 

09.10 – 09.40 Pitching of projects – second round (plenary room) 

09.40 – 10.20 From project to impact on the ground (plenary room) 
Inspirational speeches / successful examples on how to create impact 
on the ground 
› Disseminate project results – Elena Pareja, advisor, Spain 
› Uptake in the field  – Attilio Toscano, researcher, Italy 

› Upscale solutions – Ivan Stefanic, European Innovation Council 
Ambassador 

› Collaboration – Noemi Nemes, advisor, Spain 

10.20 – 10.30  Introduction to the workshops (plenary room) 

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee break (foyer) 

11.00 – 13.00  Parallel workshops (first floor and plenary room) 
› Workshop 1: How to ensure the uptake in the field of project 

results?  
› Workshop 2: How to upscale solutions developed by projects? 
› Workshop 3: What is the best way and what are the best tools to 

disseminate project results?  
› Workshop 4: How to promote collaboration among different actors 

for water resilience? 

13.00 – 14.30 Networking lunch (foyer) 

https://hobenkoeoek.de/en
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14.30 – 14.40 Celebrating: announcing the winners of the competitions (part 1) 

(plenary room) 

14.40 – 15.25 Summarising outcomes from workshops of Day 3 – panel session 
(plenary room)  

15.25 – 15.35 Celebrating: announcing the winners of the competitions (part 2) 
(plenary room) 

15.35 – 16.20 Moving to future collaborations 
 
Funding opportunities for projects (plenary room) 

› Horizon Europe actions and funding opportunities – Benjamin 
Van Doorslaer, DG AGRI 

› Circular Bio-based Europe, an opportunity to scale up for 
water resilience – Diego Intrigliolo, on behalf of the Circular Bio-
based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU) 

› EIC funding opportunities – Ivan Stefanic, European Innovation 
Council Ambassador 

› PRIMA funding opportunities – Omar Amawi, Deputy Director of 
PRIMA Foundation 

16.20 – 16.30 Celebrating: announcing the winners of the competitions (part 3) 
(plenary room) 

16.30 – 16.45 Closing of the conference (plenary room) 

› Event highlights – Diego Intrigliolo, EU CAP Network, Support 
Facility for Innovation & Knowledge exchange | EIP-AGR 

› Evaluation of the event 
› Closing words – Anikó Seregélyi, European Commission, DG 

AGRI, D.1 Rural areas and networks 

 
 
Further information on the conference event webpage.   
 

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-conference-water-resilience-agriculture-innovation-practice
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