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EEA Report State of Water 2024

Agriculture:  

- 21% of total EU-27 annual water 
abstractions (2022)
- 51% of total EU-27 annual water 
consumption (2022)

- Diffuse pollution from agriculture 
identified as a major pressure:
- 29% of surface waters 
- 32% of ground waters 

- Over-abstraction causes failure to
achieve good status of many water
bodies 



Growing climate change impacts
Farmers in Europe (fastest-warming continent) face increasing 
pressure from climate change: 

 Droughts and water scarcity a growing problem (water stress: 20 % 
of European territory, 30 % of population affected)

 Flood risk is on the rise

 future projections: worsening water stress due to climate change and
increasing water demand; increasing frequency and severity of extreme
events such as droughts, heatwaves, extreme precipitation

Vulnerability of agriculture:

 agricultural losses (crops and livestock): EUR 60 bn (in extreme
years) with average annual loss of EUR > 28 bn (By 2050 EU extreme
losses projected to grow by 50 % (EUR > 90 bn) and annual average
loss to EUR > 40 bn).

Sources: 

European Climate Risk Assessment 2024 
(https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/european-climate-risk-assessment))

Copernicus European State of the Climate report (May 2026), EIB/COM fi-compass report Photo credir: Deltares

Seasonal water scarcity conditions across Europe, measured by the water exploitation 
index plus (WEI+) for sub river basins, 2019 — European Environment Agency 
(europa.eu)
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EU Water Resilience Strategy

Objectives Enablers



Water Resilience Strategy and Agriculture
Key messages:

• Both water quality and 
quantity are essential for food 
security

• Sustainable agriculture & 
forest management - a major 
ally for water resilience 
(increase water & climate 
resilience, mitigating droughts 
and floods) 

• CAP and CAP strategic 
plans have crucial role to 
play to support for agricultural 
practices & investments that 
enhance water efficiency, 
circularity and improve water 
retention, whilst curbing nutrient 
and pesticides pollution

Key actions:
> support farming practices that improve soil health, e.g.  
organic farming and agroecological approaches that retain 
water in soil.
> support improved and integrated nutrient management, 
contribute to fund manure storage facilities and promote 
nutrients circularity which can help reduce the use of synthetic 
fertilisers.
> encourage farming extensification in regions with high 
livestock concentration
> ensure that MS make maximum use of these possibilities and 
promote water resilient farming practices, such as precision 
farming, drip irrigation, water reuse, improved soil management 
and pesticide use, landscape features and more climate 
resistant crops. 
> Maximise the use of CAP Strategic Plans for water resilience 
through knowledge sharing and innovative solutions promoted 
by the EU CAP network, EIP-AGRI, and improved and 
independent farm advisory services. 
> Post 2027: continue to incentivise farmers to improve the 
environmental and climate performance of their holdings, 
including towards better water management. 
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EU Integrated Framework for Climate Resilience
- To be published in Q4 2026 

- European Climate Law (art 7):  requires EU and MS to strengthen climate 
resilience, reduce vulnerability to climate change, and enhance adaptive 
capacity

- Challenge: European economy and society not prepared for current and 
future climate risks

- Agriculture and food, forestry among the key sectors affected by economic 
losses from weather- and climate-related extremes in Europe

- Vision: trigger and ensure transformational change to make EU and MS 
better prepared and more resilient to climate impacts

- Key elements: European climate viewer, common temperature reference 
scenarios, sectoral risk assessments, identification of “risk owners”, climate 
resilience “by design”

Also: Preparation of a guidance on climate resilient landscapes



Climate ADAPT

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/eu-adaptation-policy/sector-policies/agriculture/index_html



Links

Water resilience strategy - European Commission

Communication – European Water Resilience Strategy (4.6.2025): 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0280

Climate ADAPT: 
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/eu-adaptation-policy/sector-
policies/agriculture/index_html
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Thank you

Christine.falter@ec.europa.eu
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All information on the conference is available on the event webpage:
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-conference-water-resilience-agriculture-

innovation-practice 

EU CAP Network conference 
‘Water resilience in agriculture: innovation in practice’
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