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Grainne Maguire  
Fingal County Council, Dublin, Ireland 
 
Grainne Maguire is an Independent councillor for Balbriggan 
and a long standing public representative, first elected to 
Fingal County Council in 2013. She has served multiple terms 
as Deputy Mayor of Fingal and is recognised for her extensive 
local government experience and strong commitment to 
community groups and local issues across Ireland’s youngest 
town 
 
 

 

Elin Johnsson 
European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural 
Development, D.1 Rural areas and networks 
 
Elin is a Policy Officer in the European Commission at the 
Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(DG AGRI) in unit D1 'Rural areas and networks'.  Her portfolio 
covers policy development and support to innovation, 
knowledge exchange and advisory services within the 
frameworks of AKIS and EIP-AGRI. 
 
She joined the Commission in 2022 with a background from 
the public and civil society sectors, working with issues related 
to sustainable food systems, rural development and social 
inclusion. Agronomist with an MSc in Rural Development and 
Natural Resource Management, originally from an organic 
mixed farm in the north of Sweden. 

  
  

  

 

Elena Pareja-Serrano 
AgriSatWebGis 
 
Elena is an agronomist, with PhD in Agricultural and 
Environmental Science by the UCLM(Spain) in co-directed 
with INRAE(France). She is a specialist in the implementation 
of crop models (like STICS) with remote sensing data in 
precision agriculture. She has also worked on developing 
simpler models, like the FaST-Navigator and the fertilisation 
and carbon modules of TUdi APP. She gained this experience 
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in the public and private sectors, working in research institutes 
like ITAP(Spain) and INRAE, the UCLM and Agrisat Iberia 
(actual position as research ingeneer) on European projects 
like FATIMA,TUdi, or NBSOIL. 
 
 

 

Áine Macken-Walsh 
AgileLivingLab  
 
Áine Macken-Walsh is a Senior Researcher at Teagasc, 
Ireland Agriculture and Food Development Authority. She is a 
sociologist, using behavioural research insights to work with 
advisors and farmers to co-design impactful extension 
programmes and tools. Áine leads transdisciplinary process to 
develop policy and tools for policy. She is currently leading 
work within Horizon Europe projects COREnet, STEP-UP and 
TEDY. 
 
 

 

Eric Ferre 
Mentoring system 
 
Regional Project Manager – Nouvelle-Aquitaine 
Chambers of Agriculture Network 
Led a regional initiative to strengthen farm succession 
strategies across Nouvelle-Aquitaine. 
Coordinated and supported a team of 25 advisors assisting 
farmers in transferring their farms. 
Designed and implemented innovative tools to streamline 
succession processes, with a strong focus on human factors 
to enhance compatibility and improve success rates. 
 
 

 

Mara Lai 
EVALINNOVA  
 
Mara Lai works as researcher at the Council for Agricultural 
Research and Economics, centre for Policies and 
Bioeconomy. She holds a PhD in economics, management, 
and quantitative methods and a postgraduate diploma in agri-
food economy and rural development. She is involved in the 
activities of the National CAP Network related to the 
implementation of the innovation and research policies. She is 
also involved in two OG Thematic Network (BBIONETS and 
AQUAGRIKNOW) and a Horizon Europe research project on 
developing strategies to adapt to climate change (BOOSTER 
project). She started my career working at regional level, 
supporting the implementation of the EU rural development 
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policy. She continued working at EU level, within the European 
Network for Rural Development, analysing different aspects of 
the implementation of the agricultural and rural development 
policies, including links between research and practice and 
innovation transfer. 
 
 

 

Agata Gulisano 
European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural 
Development, F.2 ‘Research and Innovation’ 
 
Research Programme Officer at the Directorate-General for 
Agriculture and Rural Development | Research & Innovation 
Unit.  Passionate about bridging research and innovation, 
within the unit I oversee the thematic portfolios on Plant 
Breeding and Agriculture Knowledge and Innovation Systems 
(AKIS), contributing to the development and implementation of 
Horizon Work program, supporting policy development and 
stakeholder engagement. 
 
 

 

Paul Daniels  
Association of Rural and Farm Advisors, The Netherlands 
 
After 22 years working in various project management in 
several agri & food support businesses, in 2014 I started as 
secretary general and project manager at the Vereniging 
Agrarische Bedrijfsadviseurs. VAB is much more than only a 
network organisation. We stimulate our wide range of farm 
advisors in excelling in knowledge and skills. VAB is the 
managing authority in the BAS-register and as NGO we offer 
practice driven lifelong learning activities. Also we accredit all 
forms of education in farm advise to assure a valuable addition 
in the Dutch AKIS. Finally we stimulate our 650 members to 
share knowledge and participate in projects working to a 
practice driven research. We ourselves take the lead, by 
actively bridge between all AKIS actors, national and 
European. 
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DG Agriculture and Rural Development 
 
 

 
 

Joanna Kiszko 
Policy officer  
 
Policy officer in the Directorate Agriculture and Rural 
Development (DG AGRI), Unit D.1 – Rural areas and networks, 
dealing with EIP-AGRI and AKIS interventions under the CAP.  
Previously worked in DG AGRI, Unit A.3 - Policy Performance, 
on the evaluations and studies of the Common Agricultural 
Policy and collaborating with the EU CAP Network - Evaluation 
Helpdesk. 

 
EU CAP Network Team 
 

1. Support Facility 'Innovation & Knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI' team 
 

 

 
 

Judith de Jong 
Main facilitator 
 
Judith de Jong is an experienced facilitator and trainer 
specialising in the design and moderation of interactive 
sessions. She supports organisations in turning knowledge, 
research and policy into practical collaboration and action. With 
a background in facilitation, creative thinking and participatory 
methods, she creates structured and engaging environments 
that foster peer learning, reflection and shared ownership. 
Judith works through her company Creativity meets Results 
and in collaboration with various training and consultancy 
organisations. 

 

 
 

Roberta Centonze 
Coordinating expert 
 
Roberta Centonze is an agronomist and agricultural economist. 
She serves as advisor to the Italian public administration, 
supporting regional authorities on rural planning, agricultural 
policy implementation and the administrative frameworks 
affecting farm development. As a researcher at Martin Luther 
University Halle-Wittenberg, she teaches on land policy, rural 
development and agroecosystem approaches. Her work 
focuses on the governance of rural territories, diversification 
strategies and the interaction between farming systems and 
regulatory environments. 



 

 

E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  S E M I N A R   
‘ I N N O V A T I V E  T O O L S  F O R  A D V I S O R S ’  

 

 
 
 

Rasa Pakeltiene 
Task manager 
 

Rasa serves as the Knowledge and Innovation Officer at the 
EU CAP Network - Innovation and Knowledge Exchange 
Support Facility. She is also an Associate Professor at the 
Faculty of Bioeconomy Development at Vytautas Magnus 
University. She is a coordinator of Lithuanian AKIS cluster and 
Lithuanian Bioeconomy HUB. As a researcher, Rasa frequently 
publish scientific work in areas such as circular bioeconomy, 
rural development, innovation assessment methodologies, 
rural social infrastructure, and environmental management. 
She actively participates in both national and international 
research and study projects, an is dedicated member of various 
scientific associations and thematic networks. Additionally, she 
is a Secretary General of the Association for European Life 
Science Universities (ICA) and a chair of ICA EU committee. 
 
 

 
 

Elisabeth Klingbacher 
Co-task manager 
 

Elisabeth is a part-time research and innovation officer at the 
Support Facility for Innovation and Knowledge Exchange 
including EIP-AGRI. She completed her agricultural studies at 
the University of natural resources and life sciences as well as 
agrarian pedagogy at the University College for Agrarian and 
Environmental Pedagogy in Vienna (Austria).  Elisabeth has a 
broad experience in organic agriculture with a focus on organic 
knowledge transfer and knowledge exchange. At the Research 
Institute of organic agriculture (FiBL Austria) she works in the 
department of sustainable food systems. 
 
 

 
 
 

Tajana Radic  
Co-task manager 
 

She works as a Smart Farm Practices & Rural Development 
Officer in the European CAP Network Support Facility for 
Innovation & Knowledge Exchange, EIP-AGRI.   
Has more than 15 years of experience in the agriculture sector, 
specializing in international relations, common agricultural 
policy, and project management. Holds a PhD from the Faculty 
of Agriculture at the University of Zagreb. 
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Bavo Verwimp 
Co-task manager 
 

Bavo is farm practices officer in the EU CAP Network Support 
Facility for Innovation & Knowledge Exchange, EIP-AGRI, 
mainly involved in the organisation and facilitation of EIP-AGRI 
events. Bavo has been working as an agricultural economist 
for more then 20 years in projects from the Flemish Land 
Agency (land development, rural development projects etc. 
www.vlm.be ). He’s doing this part-time, because he’s also 
running a small scale organic farm in the northern part of 
Flanders, Belgium (www.dekijfelaar.be).  
 
 

 
 
 

Ina Van Hoye 
Event communication officer 
 

Ina Van Hoye is business owner of WETA, a full-service 
communication agency. She is a communication expert with 
more than 20 years communication experience. From 2013 
until 2021 she was the coordinating communication officer at 
the EIP-AGRI Service Point. Currently, she is communication 
manager at the EU CAP Network's EIP-AGRI Support Facility, 
coordinating the communication unit. She is responsible for the 
communication action plan, contributes to all communication 
tools including social media and press, and takes up the role 
of event communication officer. She was the communication 
manager for the SCAR Support Team that organises the 
SCAR Workings Groups for the European Commission, DG 
RTD from 2022 to 2023. She is involved in the Horizon Europe 
project WoodStock on climate-smart use of underutilised wood 
in construction, as work package leader on communication, 
dissemination and exploitation.  
She is founding board member of the cooperative restoration 
agriculture farm Pomona Puur Natuur (Belgium) and founding 
board member of the non-profit organisation Pomona vzw to 
promote restoration agriculture and support farms in setting up 
cooperative regenerative farms. Previously she was involved 
in several regional and European projects (Interreg and Life) 
for the Flemish Government, De Vlaamse Waterweg to 
support them in their communication for several Sigma Plan 
projects. 
 

 

http://www.dekijfelaar.be/
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Pacôme Elouna Eyenga 
Team Leader 
 

Team Leader of the EU CAP Network Support Facility for 
Innovation & Knowledge Exchange | EIP-AGRI. Previously, 
Team Leader of the EIP-AGRI Service Point.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Margarida Ambar 
Facilitator 
 

She has been working full time on EIP-AGRI with the European 
Commission – DG AGRI since 2013. She is the Deputy Team 
leader of the EU CAP Network Support Facility for Innovation 
& Knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI. Prior to that, she worked 
for the Portuguese Ministry of Agriculture, and she has also 
gained experience in international cooperation through other 
projects and networks aiming at knowledge exchange on 
various topics. 
She is an agricultural engineer and has a master's degree in 
Geography - Territorial Management, focusing on 
stakeholders’ involvement. 
 

  

 
 

Barry Caslin 
Facilitator 
 

Barry Caslin is a Research Innovation Officer in the EU CAP 
Network Support Facility for Innovation & Knowledge exchange 
| EIP-AGRI and an Energy and Rural Development Specialist 
at Teagasc, Ireland’s Agriculture and Food Development 
Authority. He supports farm diversification and renewable 
energy adoption on Irish farms. Barry holds a Bachelor’s in 
Agricultural Science from University College Dublin and a 
Master’s in Environmental Protection from ATU Sligo. He lives 
part-time on his beef farm in western Ireland and is involved in 
local agri-tourism projects 
 
 
 

 

Sergiu Didicescu 
Facilitator 
 
Head of Division A: Building up an EU-AKIS | Stakeholder 
Management and Facilitation at the European CAP Network, 
Support Facility for ‘Innovation and Knowledge exchange | EIP-
AGRI’ 
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Anne Kinsella 
Facilitator 
 

An economist working with Teagasc, the Agriculture and Food 
Development Authority in Ireland, Anne specialises in 
production economics and farm level agricultural economics 
research.  Her research interests include farm succession and 
inheritance policy drivers, income and pension provisioning, 
and farm safety. Her current research projects include a 
number of EU Horizon funded projects and other 
interdisciplinary team projects, including EU FLIARA (Female 
led innovation in Agriculture and rural areas). She has 
published widely in peer reviewed publications, in popular 
media, and in 2024 she won an national journalism award for 
Best Technical Article at the AgriGuild Awards for her work on 
sustainable farming in the Burren. In recent years, her indepth 
research on generational renewal, focusing on both the 
younger and older cohorts of farmers has gained national and 
international recognition, where she has been invited to present 
her research at conferences, to policy makers at national and 
EU level and to the Commission on generational renewal in 
farming.  She is also a Chartered Certified Accountant (FCCA), 
which assists in further analysing the financial and policy-driven 
decisions of Irish farmers and in working with research 
accountancy team in Maynooth University School of Business.  
 
She is the Irish representative on both the OECD International 
Network for Farm Level Analysis (FLAN) and the international 
agribenchmark Beef and Sheep Network. She actively 
engages with colleagues at EU level, in her role on the EU CAP 
Network (as part of EIP Agri Support Facility, Innovation & 
knowledge exchange team and on the EU CAP 
communications team). At a national level, Anne is executive 
director of a number of national organisations, including 
chairperson of Galway Rural Development clg, the largest local 
development company in Ireland, she is Treasurer of Embrace 
Farm , an organisation supporting farm families through injury 
and loss, and sits on board and on HR committee of Comhar 
na nOileain which oversees development on Irish offshore 
islands. She also holds a number of positions on national 
advisory and consultative groups. 
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Maurine Van haesendonck 
Facilitator 
 

Maurine is Admin coordinator at the EIP-AGRI Support Facility, 
supporting all administrative, financial and logistical aspects of 
the Support Facility.  She has a MSc in Applied bio-science 
engineering and has over 10 years of experience in applied 
research roles.  
 

 

 
2. Communications and Events Support 
 

 
 
 

Aude Delasalle  
Operations director 
  
Aude is Phrenos Operations Director. With over 20 years of 
experience working for the European Institutions—mainly the 
European Commission—she joined Phrenos in 2023. She has 
strong experience in operational design, the delivery of complex 
programmes, high-level events, and cross-border initiatives. 
Aude holds a Master’s degree in International Business from 
ILERI in Paris and has lived in France, the USA, and Spain.  
 

 

 
 
 

Marine Hublet 
Event intern 
  
Marine supports the organisation of events for the EU CAP 
Network, assisting with logistics, registrations, and on-site 
coordination for conferences, workshops, and seminars. She 
holds a Master’s degree in Event Management and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Communication from IHECS (Brussels). 
With experience across event agencies, the hospitality sector, 
and a cinema festival, she brings strong organisational and 
communication skills to support the smooth delivery of 
institutional events. She is fluent in French and English.  
 

 

 
 
 

Dickson Kalunga  
Event manager 
  
Dickson manages event logistics for the EU CAP Network, 
coordinating conferences, workshops, and seminars. With 
more than 5 years of experience managing institutional events 
for the European Commission, he combines European 
Journalism training from IHECS (Brussels) with multimedia 
communication skills to deliver impactful, large-scale events 
efficiently.  

 


