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Horizon Europe works in tandem with the CAP
Article 7(7) of the Horizon Regulation (EU) 2021/695 (Annex IV)



Bridging the gap between research and practice

Vision for Agriculture and Food (2025):

To build an agri-food system that is attractive,
competitive, future-proof and fair we need to
create an enabling environment: putting research,
innovation, knowledge and skills at the heart of
Europe’s agri-food economy

➢ independent and reliable advisory services will be

critical to ensure that farmers can draw on best

knowledge from research

➢ strengthen the role of independent and

competent advisors and develop attractive training

offers that respond to the need of farmers all along

their professional life and are particularly suited to

the evolving skills demand of the new generation of

farmers and their career prospects.



Horizon Europe works in tandem with the CAP
Article 7(7) of the Horizon Regulation (EU) 2021/695 (Annex IV)

Feed the R&I needs from practice into the Horizon 

work programs 

Share knowledge and innovative solutions via: 

✓advisory networks (11 + 1 upcoming)

✓thematic networks (67 + 1 upcoming)

✓EU repositories as the EU-FarmBook

Co-create, test, demonstrate and scale up innovations via:

✓multi-actor projects (Cluster 6 :  > 450 projects; ~ 3 billion) 

✓living labs & lighthouses (Mission Soil: 100 by 2030)

✓on-farm demonstrations 

✓ via Focus Groups (3/year)

Strenghtening AKIS at EU level via Horizon projects: 

✓ MODERNAKIS: supporting MSs with AKIS implementation

✓ ATTRACTISS: help build innovation support services across EU

✓ PREMIERE: support in preparation of multi-actor projects

✓ CARE4BIO: official network of Horizon Europe Cluster 6 NCPs



Horizon instruments: Opportunities for 
Advisors Engagement

Multi – Actor Approach (MAA)
Interactive, transdisciplinary and responsible R&I 

➢ Advisors: key actors to include

Advisory Networks

Thematic Networks

Living labs

Demo-Farm & Lighthouses

MAA projects that connect advisors 

across all EU MSs in a European 

network

MAA projects that collect existing 

knowledge and good practices on a 

given them, and make it available for 

end-users

Real-life sites in which diverse actors 

experiment and test solutions

individual sites, such as a single farm, for 

demonstrating, training and communicating 

about innovative best practices

Atlas of the Mission Soil Living Labs and Lighthouses | Soill

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/advisory-networks-connecting-advisors-across-eu_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/thematic-networks-compiling-knowledge-and-solutions-ready-practice_en
https://soill2030.eu/atlas-mission-soil-living-lab-lighthouse


Horizon instruments: Opportunities for 
Advisors Engagement

Advisory Networks Thematic Networks
MAA projects that connect advisors across 

all EU MSs in a European network
MAA projects that collect existing 

knowledge and good practices on a 

given them, and make it available for 

end-users
9 ongoing networks

27 ongoing networks

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/advisory-networks-connecting-advisors-across-eu_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/thematic-networks-compiling-knowledge-and-solutions-ready-practice_en


• Horizon Europe Work Programme 2025: 

• 1 upcoming Thematic network ( bottom-up topic)

• 1 upcoming Advisory network → Focus: Strengthening knowledge and skills of advisors and 

integrating them within AKIS

• Research and Innovation Action: life-long learning for farmers, their workforce and advisors

• Horizon Europe Work Programme 2026/2027:

• 2026: Embracing innovation in agriculture by peer-to-peer learning via on farm-demonstrations 

and cost-benefit analysis

• 2027: Advisory network on generational renewal 

Upcoming opportunities 



Upcoming: EU thematic Knowledge Hubs

A go-to source for valuable content, 

facilitating access to thematic 

research findings, innovative 

solutions, and best practices, 

empowering advisors with cutting-

edge knowledge and providing 

ample opportunities of 

collaboration and cross-fertilization 

amongst the different AKIS actors

• Focus on dissemination over 
collection

• Offer services to enhance 
networking & cross-fertilization 

• Actively involve advisors 
(mobilising AKIS CB)

• Develop a long-term plan to update 
and maintain it after project end

2026: Enhancing competitiveness of 
protein crops

2026: Sustainable water 
management under climate change

2027: Holistic management of crop 
nutrition and protection for resilient 
and healthy cropping systems

2027: Agrobiodiversity and wild 
pollinators for economic and 
environmental sustainability



Current challenges 

➢ Mapping and reaching advisors across all EU MSs

➢ Information & projects overload → Advisors fatigue

➢ Need to integrate both public and private advisors

✓ Advisory networks: Minimum 50% of the number of the participants involved in the 
project should be impartial advisors spending at least half of their time on giving advice 
to farmers. 

✓ Financial instruments: Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) available to retribute 
involvement of advisors, e.g. to ensure the involvement of advisors from across the 
whole EU in the activities of the advisory network. 

✓ Encourage the involvement of both public and private advisors in activities 

Clustering Event: Gathering Horizon Europe-

funded Projects on AKIS, 26-27 June 2025  



Translating Research into Practice
➢ Difficulty in implementing promising tools from project outputs in everyday practice

Practice abstracts: 

• Concise summaries explaining results and practice-oriented

solutions to farmers, foresters, rural communities and other practitioners. 

• Mandatory for MAA project and Operational Groups

Central Repositories:

• Project database gathering Practice Abstracts → EU CAP network Project database

• EU-FarmBook → EU-wide online platform, free, open-access and multilingual  that 
gathers and provides practice-oriented materials from R&I projects in agriculture, 
forestry and rural development
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