
E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O NE U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

EU CAP Network brokerage event 
‘Innovating for competitive, resilient and 
sustainable agriculture and rural areas’

Warsaw, Poland
25-26 February 2026



E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O NE U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Opportunities in the Horizon Europe Cluster 6 
WP 2026 for agriculture and rural areas 

Ana Patricia Lopez Blanco
DG AGRI, Unit F.2 Research and innovation, European Commission

EU CAP Network brokerage event ‘Innovating for competitive, resilient and sustainable agriculture and rural areas’ | Warsaw, Poland | 25-26 February 2026



Opportunities in Horizon Europe 
Cluster 6 WP 26 
for Agriculture and Rural areas

EU CAP Network brokerage event
'Innovating for competitive, resilient and 
sustainable agriculture and rural areas'

ANA PATRICIA LOPEZ BLANCO
EUROPEAN COMMISSION DG AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AREAS



Horizon Europe: structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence
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Around 9 billion € for Cluster 6



Policy priorities for agriculture, forestry and rural areas

Organic Action Plan



Definition and requirements 

Multi-Actor Approach in a nutshell

https://premiere-multiactor.eu/

 Pages 17-19 of WP 2026-2027

 7 key requirements

 +1 requirement for ‘practice abstracts’ (projects 
related to agriculture, forestry and rural areas). 

 Recommendation to involve EIP-AGRI 
Operational Groups

MAA topics in Cluster 6 WP 2026-2027

Support to MAA proposal preparation

Total number of projects
(H2020 & HE) > 500 projects
Total budget
(H2020 & HE) ~ 3 billion €

Under Intervention Area 3
~ 60-70% of the topics are MAA

So far..

https://premiere-multiactor.eu/
https://premiere-multiactor.eu/
https://premiere-multiactor.eu/


Mandatory “practice abstracts”: Concise summaries explaining results and practice-oriented 
solutions to practitioners.
• dedicated EIP-AGRI format​ for projects related to EIP-AGRI and CAP 
• variable number, depending on project's specificities
• accessible language– no scientific jargon

• Must be uploaded to the  EU CAP Network database
• Can be upload also on the EU-Farmbook platform 

o Free access platform gathering practical results from 
EU-funded projects in agriculture, forestry and rural development 

MAA dissemination: Practice Abstracts

For other MAA projects outside EIP-AGRI or Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) objectives: 

Other similarly effective solutions should be sought to ensure EU wide dissemination. 

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects_en
https://www.eufarmbook.eu/en
https://www.eufarmbook.eu/en
https://www.eufarmbook.eu/en
https://www.eufarmbook.eu/en


Destination Fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly food systems from primary 
production to consumption ToA Nr. of 

projects
Importa

nt

Developing innovative phytosanitary treatments for regulated plant pests IA 2

Tackling pesticide resistance: early detection, management strategies, and foresight RIA 2

Boosting the competitiveness of protein crops in Europe IA 2

Accelerating the development of breeding tools for perennial crops, specifically fruits and nuts RIA 2

Boosting circularity and diversification strategies of terrestrial livestock production systems RIA 2

Advanced innovative solutions for improved competitiveness and sustainability in controlled environment 
agriculture (CEA) IA 2

Strengthening the EU plant protection ecosystem for a future-proof agriculture CSA 1

Boosting plant health and reducing losses on farm and during storage for sustainable growth in Africa (FNSSA) RIA 2

Agriculture, Forestry and Rural topics in 
HE Cluster 6 WP 26

Multi Actor project
Project relevant for organic agriculture

Topic in thematic breakouts



Agriculture, Forestry and Rural topics in 
HE Cluster 6 WP 26

Destination Fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly food systems from primary 
production to consumption ToA Nr. of 

projects

Open topic: Improving the competitiveness of the agricultural sector by enhancing the efficient and sustainable 
use of agricultural production factors IA 3

Open topic: Boosting organic farming for a competitive, sustainable and resilient farming sector IA 2

Multi Actor project
Project relevant for organic agriculture

Topic in thematic breakouts



Agriculture, Forestry and Rural topics in 
HE Cluster 6 WP 26

Destination Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services ToA Nr. of 
projects Important

Boosting agrobiodiversity for food security and sustainable competitiveness RIA 2

Destination Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors ToA Nr. of 
projects Important

Balancing food security, bioeconomy, climate and biodiversity objectives while unlocking sustainable value 
chains RIA 2

Destination Clean environment and zero pollution ToA Nr. of 
projects Important

Developing managed aquifer recharge techniques (MAR) in a rural context RIA 2

Multi Actor project
Project relevant for organic agriculture

Topic in thematic breakouts



Agriculture, Forestry and Rural topics in 
HE Cluster 6 WP 26

Destination Land, oceans and water for climate action ToA Nr. of 
projects Important

Towards more effective, fair and coherent policies for climate change mitigation and adaptation in agriculture and 
forestry RIA 1

Destination Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, coastal and urban communities ToA Nr. of 
projects Important

Boosting sustainable competitiveness in rural areas through innovation RIA 2

Multi Actor project

Project relevant for organic agriculture



Agriculture, Forestry and Rural topics in 
HE Cluster 6 WP 26

Destination Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital solutions in 
support of the Green Deal ToA Nr. of 

projects Important

Improving analytical capacity and understanding of social drivers in agriculture to better assess social 
sustainability in the sector RIA 2

Increasing knowledge flows to practice within AKIS via EU thematic knowledge hubs CSA 2

Embracing innovation in agriculture by peer-to-peer learning via on farm-demonstrations and cost-benefit 
analysis RIA 2

Additional activities for the European Partnership of Agriculture of Data COFUND 1

Multi Actor project
Project relevant for organic agriculture

Topic in thematic breakouts



Agriculture, Forestry and Rural topics in 
HE Soil Mission WP 26

Destination Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital solutions in 
support of the Green Deal ToA Nr. of 

projects Important

Monitoring soil health in practice: equipping stakeholders to sample, analyse, and interpret soil health indicators CSA 1

Enabling user-centred and open innovation initiatives to enhance soil health in Ukraine CSA 1

Leveraging long-term field experiments and other datasets to develop AI-ready decision support systems for 
sustainable soil management

IA 1

Living labs to enhance soil health in Alpine and Atlantic biogeographical regions RIA 2

Living labs to enhance soil health in managed forests and in natural/semi-natural lands RIA 2

Joint demonstration of solutions to build soil resilience to extreme weather events and support food security IA 2

Multi Actor project (according to soil mission MAA definition )

Topic in thematic breakouts



Calendar for calls CL6

Opening

 Single stage: 
14th January

 17th April 
 Two stage:

12th February

Closing

 Single stage: 
 14th April
 17 September

 Two stage: 
First stage: 

16th April
15th April
14th April

Second stage: 
23rd September
30th September



Calendar for calls Soil Mission

Opening

 Single stage: 
4 February 2026

 Two stage:
12 February 2026

Closing

 Single stage: 
 23 September 2026

 Two stage: 
First stage: 

14 April 2026
Second stage: 

15 September 2026



Adopted 
Work 

Programme

EU Funding 
and Tenders 

Portal

Horizon 
Europe CL6 

National 
Contact 
Points 
(NCPs)

Research 
Enquiry 
Service 
(RES)

How to get more insights on Cluster 6?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp?order=ASC&pageNumber=0&pageSize=50&countries=20000832,20000839,20000841,20000911,20000871,20000872,20000875,20000880,20000885,20000890,20000873,20000902,20000913,20000915,20000922,20000946,20000944,20000945,20000960,20000973,20000986,20000990,20000994,20001005,20001004,20000883,20001001
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp?order=ASC&pageNumber=0&pageSize=50&countries=20000832,20000839,20000841,20000911,20000871,20000872,20000875,20000880,20000885,20000890,20000873,20000902,20000913,20000915,20000922,20000946,20000944,20000945,20000960,20000973,20000986,20000990,20000994,20001005,20001004,20000883,20001001
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp?order=ASC&pageNumber=0&pageSize=50&countries=20000832,20000839,20000841,20000911,20000871,20000872,20000875,20000880,20000885,20000890,20000873,20000902,20000913,20000915,20000922,20000946,20000944,20000945,20000960,20000973,20000986,20000990,20000994,20001005,20001004,20000883,20001001
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp?order=ASC&pageNumber=0&pageSize=50&countries=20000832,20000839,20000841,20000911,20000871,20000872,20000875,20000880,20000885,20000890,20000873,20000902,20000913,20000915,20000922,20000946,20000944,20000945,20000960,20000973,20000986,20000990,20000994,20001005,20001004,20000883,20001001
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp?order=ASC&pageNumber=0&pageSize=50&countries=20000832,20000839,20000841,20000911,20000871,20000872,20000875,20000880,20000885,20000890,20000873,20000902,20000913,20000915,20000922,20000946,20000944,20000945,20000960,20000973,20000986,20000990,20000994,20001005,20001004,20000883,20001001
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp?order=ASC&pageNumber=0&pageSize=50&countries=20000832,20000839,20000841,20000911,20000871,20000872,20000875,20000880,20000885,20000890,20000873,20000902,20000913,20000915,20000922,20000946,20000944,20000945,20000960,20000973,20000986,20000990,20000994,20001005,20001004,20000883,20001001
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en


Info Days on 
Cluster 6 calls 2026
• 22-23 January 

2026 in Brussels 
& online (hybrid)

• Recordings 
available

• Brokerage event 
on 21 January 
2026 (Brussels) 
organised by the 
CARE4BIO
project.

Cluster 6 Info Days – 2026 calls

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/2s2Xz6DhSgsazEcBuxo0Pm/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/2s2Xz6DhSgsazEcBuxo0Pm/overview
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/horizon-europe-info-days-cluster-6-2026-01-22_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/horizon-europe-info-days-cluster-6-2026-01-22_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/horizon-europe-info-days-cluster-6-2026-01-22_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101059839


Info Days on Mission 
calls 2026
• 20-21 January 2026 

online
• Soil mission 

presentation 
recordings 
available

• Brokerage event on 
28-29 January 2026 
(Brussels) 
organised by the 
NCP4MISISSIONS
project.

Missions Info Days – 2026 calls

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/4jD1h3248qxEnEKzoHXVG9/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/4jD1h3248qxEnEKzoHXVG9/overview
https://www.youtube.com/live/1HkiEX0WaIY
https://www.youtube.com/live/1HkiEX0WaIY
https://www.youtube.com/live/1HkiEX0WaIY
https://www.youtube.com/live/1HkiEX0WaIY
https://www.youtube.com/live/1HkiEX0WaIY
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101121092


Topics in breakout sessions



Zoom in on seven themes

agrobiodiversity and sustainable agricultural practices

fostering circularity in farming systems

farming practices and value chains for a competitive agriculture

sustainable use of resources

resilient and healthy cropping systems

fostering innovation through AKIS

healthy soils



Agrobiodiversity and sustainable 
agricultural practices

Diversified practices for sustainable, resilient and long-term 
farming competitiveness

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-BIODIV-06 Boosting agrobiodiversity for food security and 
sustainable competitiveness

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-02-two-stage Open topic: Boosting organic 
farming for a competitive, sustainable and resilient farming sector



Fostering circularity in farming systems

Circular farming systems that reduce waste and improve 
sustainability by reusing resources and closing nutrient loops

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-05: Boosting circularity and diversification 
strategies of terrestrial livestock production systems

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-CIRCBIO-09: Balancing food security, bioeconomy, climate 
and biodiversity objectives while unlocking sustainable value chains



Farming practices and value chains for a 
competitive agriculture

Innovative farming and modern value chains to boost 
productivity, reduce dependencies and improve market 
competitiveness

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-03: Boosting the competitiveness of protein 
crops in Europe

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-06: Advanced innovative solutions for improved 
competitiveness and sustainability in controlled environment agriculture (CEA)



Sustainable use of resources

Efficient use of water, soil, and production factors to increase 
productivity while protecting ecosystems and the climate

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-01-two-stage: Open topic: Improving the 
competitiveness of the agricultural sector by enhancing the efficient and sustainable use 
of agricultural production factors

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-ZEROPOLLUTION-03:Developing managed aquifer recharge 
techniques (MAR) in a rural context



Resilient and healthy cropping systems 

Innovative, integrated and resilient plant protection tools that 
support stable production

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-02: Tackling pesticide resistance: early 
detection, management strategies, and foresight

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-07: Strengthening the EU plant protection 
ecosystem for a future-proof agriculture



Fostering innovation through Agricultural 
Knowledge and Innovation Systems

Strengthened knowledge exchange and cooperation, ensuring 
that innovations reach farmers and are widely adopted

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-03-GOVERNANCE-09: Increasing knowledge flows to practice 
within AKIS via EU thematic knowledge hubs 

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-03-GOVERNANCE-10: Embracing innovation in agriculture by 
peer-to-peer learning via on farm-demonstrations and cost-benefit analysis



Healthy soils 

Improving soil health through sustainable practices and 
monitoring, to enhance fertility, carbon storage and climate 
resilience

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-05-SOIL-01: Monitoring soil health in practice: equipping 
stakeholders to sample, analyse, and interpret soil health indicators

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-05-SOIL-04: Leveraging long-term field experiments and other 
datasets to develop AI-ready decision support systems for sustainable soil management

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-05-SOIL-01-two-stage: Living labs to enhance soil health in 
Alpine and Atlantic biogeographical regions



Resilient and healthy cropping systems 
and soils

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-02: Tackling pesticide resistance: early 
detection, management strategies, and foresight

• HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-07: Strengthening the EU plant protection 
ecosystem for a future-proof agriculture

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-05-SOIL-01: Monitoring soil health in practice: equipping 
stakeholders to sample, analyse, and interpret soil health indicators

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-05-SOIL-04: Leveraging long-term field experiments and other 
datasets to develop AI-ready decision support systems for sustainable soil management

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-05-SOIL-01-two-stage: Living labs to enhance soil health in 
Alpine and Atlantic biogeographical regions



Thank you

© European Union 2025

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of 
elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Fill in copyright information.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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All information on the brokerage event is available on the event webpage:
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-brokerage-event-innovating-

competitive-resilient-and-sustainable 

EU CAP Network brokerage event 
‘Innovating for competitive, resilient and sustainable 

agriculture and rural areas’
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