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Outline
• Novelties for 2026- 2027 calls

• Understand the topic conditions

• Evaluation criteria

• Multi-Actor Approach

• Excellence

• Impact

• Implementation

• Guidance on lump sum



Novelties for 2026- 2027 calls

• Update in application forms (proposal template - part B; reduction in 
page limits)​

• Update of evaluation criteria (Impact)​

• Reduction of overall time to grant in two-stage calls (by 3 Months)​

More info:​
Horizon Implementation day – Novelties in the 2026-2027 Horizon Europe 
work programme (20 January 2026)

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm


• Check the specific conditions 
(budget, type of action, TRL, etc)

• Expected outcomes (IMPACT 
criterion)

• Scope: range of activities
(EXCELLENCE criterion)

• Applicable requirements (SSH or 
other)

Understand the topic 
conditions



Evaluation criteria (RIA, IA, COFUND)
QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION

 Quality and effectiveness of the work 
plan, assessment of risks, and 
appropriateness of the effort assigned to 
work packages, and the resources overall.

 Capacity and role of each participant, and 
extent to which the consortium as a 
whole brings together the necessary 
expertise.

EXCELLENCE

 Clarity and pertinence of the project’s 
objectives, and the extent to which the 
proposed work is ambitious, and goes 
beyond the state-of-the-art.

 Soundness of the proposed methodology, 
including the underlying concepts, models, 
assumptions, inter-disciplinary approaches, 
appropriate consideration of the gender 
dimension in research and innovation 
content, and the quality of open science 
practices including sharing and 
management of research outputs and 
engagement of citizens, civil society and 
end users where appropriate.

IMPACT

 Credibility of the pathways to achieve the 
expected outcomes and impacts 
specified in the work programme.

 Suitability and quality of the measures to 
maximize expected outcomes and 
impacts, as set out in the dissemination 
and exploitation plan, including 
communication activities.

NEW! (1) Simplification of evaluation of impact from WP2026/7 onwards: 
Scale and significance of contributions are no longer considered



Multi-Actor Approach

A form of responsible R&I that aims to make the R&I process and its outcomes 
more reliable, demand-driven and relevant to society.

Focused on co-creating, testing, developing and scaling up solutions together​

Ensures the genuine and sufficient involvement of a targeted array of actors, which 
serves the objectives of the topic.

It also aims to have these outcomes shared more extensively. This entails more than just 
widely disseminating a project’s results, or listening to the views of a board of stakeholders.



Multi-Actor Approach
• Definition and requirements:

• Pages 17-19 of WP 2026-2027

• 7 key requirements​

• +1 requirement for ‘practice abstracts’ (for projects related to agriculture, 
forestry and rural areas).

• Recommendation to involve EIP-AGRI Operational Groups: Projects | EU 
CAP Network

• Support to MAA proposal preparation:
https://premiere-multiactor.eu/

Joint webinar PREMIERE & EU-FarmBook: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lscGdtRd3VQ

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en?f%5B0%5D=project_type%3Aoperational_group_project
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en?f%5B0%5D=project_type%3Aoperational_group_project
https://premiere-multiactor.eu/
https://premiere-multiactor.eu/
https://premiere-multiactor.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lscGdtRd3VQ


• The proposed work must cover all the aspects of the scope of the topic.

• Objectives must be pertinent, clear, measurable and achievable.

• Demonstrate that the proposed work is ambitious and go beyond the state 
of the art.

• Proposed methodology must be sound and credible.

• Verify in topic text if activities must reach a certain TRL by e.g. the end of the 
project. 

Excellence

Open Science Gender dimension Social sciences and 
humanities



• Pathways to impact:

Expected outcomes 

=> set at topic level​

Expected Impacts 

=> set at destination level

• Do not confuse expected outputs (= project results) 
with expected outcomes

• Identify potential barriers

Impact



Implementation

Effective work plan; risks
and mitigation measures

Resources allocation 
aligned with Work Plan

Partners have sufficient 
capacity, a clear and 

justified role in the project

Consortium brings the 
necessary expertise



• Detailed budget table: provide cost estimations for each cost category per 
beneficiary (and affiliated entity if any) and per work package.​

Use ‘Any comments’ tab to provide details on purchase costs (Table 3.1h 
“Purchase costs” only for equipment)

• Work Packages for horizontal activities can be split (payment after WP 
completion)

• Excessive costs (i.e., personnel costs) can be proposed to be cut by 
evaluators if not appropriately justified: check the Horizon dashboard for 
lump sum evaluation: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-
sum/dashboard

Guidance on lump sum

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum/dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum/dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum/dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum/dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum/dashboard


A dedicated lump sum page on the Funding &Tenders Portal with:

• What do I need to know? & Quick guide
• Frequently asked questions
• Detailed guidance for applicants and beneficiaries
• Best practices for lump sum grants
• Lump sum briefing slides for experts
• Lump sum videos for experts and applicants

Guidance 
documents

• Model Grant Agreement Lump Sum
• Decision authorising the use of lump sum 

contributions under the Horizon Europe Programme

Reference 
documents

• Past events and recordings
• Lump Sum Funding in Horizon Europe: How does 

it work? How to write a proposal? (March 2025)
• Future events

• Lump Sum Funding in Horizon Europe: Quick 
Overview of the Main Features (June 2025)

Events

Resources

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-funding-what-do-i-need-to-know_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-funding-what-do-i-need-to-know_he_en.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cc123397-b6ea-11ec-b6f4-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-254704739
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq;type=0,1;categories=;tenders=;programme=43108390;keyword=lump%20sum-FAQs;freeTextSearchKeyword=%22lump%20sum%22;matchWholeText=true;period=null;status=0;sortQuery=relevance;faqListKey=faqSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq;type=0,1;categories=;tenders=;programme=43108390;keyword=lump%20sum-FAQs;freeTextSearchKeyword=%22lump%20sum%22;matchWholeText=true;period=null;status=0;sortQuery=relevance;faqListKey=faqSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-manage-your-lump-sum-grants_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-manage-your-lump-sum-grants_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/ls-best-pracities.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/ls-best-pracities.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/experts/standard-briefing-slides-for-experts_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/experts/standard-briefing-slides-for-experts_he_en.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsSO_s1Ec84&list=PLvpwIjZTs-Lhwt-nnS4FYRaHwpmhkQ3Z5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsSO_s1Ec84&list=PLvpwIjZTs-Lhwt-nnS4FYRaHwpmhkQ3Z5
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/ls-mga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/ls-mga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-decision_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-decision_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-decision_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-decision_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-decision_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-decision_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250327.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250327.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250327.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250618.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250618.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250618.htm


For more information…
… check past events:

● Cluster 6 Info Day (22- 23/01/2026): Events | The research and innovation community platform
→ Check Day 1 ‘Key to success’ session

● Cluster 6 brokerage event (21/01/2026): https://www.b2match.com/e/care4bio-
2026/components/61812/chgLMTeOqTrk

→ Check presentations from the keynote session

● Horizon Implementation Day (20/01/2026): Horizon Implementation day – Novelties in the 2026-
2027 Horizon Europe work programme (20 January 2026)

Check the news section of the F&T Portal regularly: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/2s2Xz6DhSgsazEcBuxo0Pm/overview
https://www.b2match.com/e/care4bio-2026/components/61812/chgLMTeOqTrk
https://www.b2match.com/e/care4bio-2026/components/61812/chgLMTeOqTrk
https://www.b2match.com/e/care4bio-2026/components/61812/chgLMTeOqTrk
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


Follow us and keep up to date
@REA_research

@EUgreenresearch

REA on LinkedIn

REA website

Subscribe to REA’s newsletters

Guidance/FAQs

Research Enquiry Service

#HorizonEU #H2020   #EUAgriPromo #RFCS

DG Research and Innovation: @EUScienceInnov 
@EU_H2020  https://www.facebook.com/EUScienceInnov/
Horizon Magazine: @HorizonMagEU
Horizon Europe website: http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-
europe
European Innovation Council: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/eic
European Research Council: https://erc.europa.eu/

HorizonEU #HorizonEU

https://twitter.com/REA_research
https://twitter.com/EUgreenresearch
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-research-executive-agency-rea/
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/subscribe-our-newsletters_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/european-research-executive-agency/contact-rea_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/contact/research-enquiry-service_en
https://www.facebook.com/EUScienceInnov/
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
http://ec.europa.eu/research/eic
https://erc.europa.eu/


Thank you! Register as an Expert

• Evaluation of proposals
• Monitoring of projects
• Evaluation of programmes

© European Union 2023
Reuse of this presentation authorised
under the CC BY 4.0 license.

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/working-rea/work-expert_en
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All information on the brokerage event is available on the event webpage:
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-brokerage-event-innovating-

competitive-resilient-and-sustainable 

EU CAP Network brokerage event 
‘Innovating for competitive, resilient and sustainable 

agriculture and rural areas’
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