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The EU CAP Network brokerage event ‘Innovating for competitive, resilient and 
sustainable agriculture and rural areas’ brought together 82 participants from 19 
EU Member States. These included farmers, researchers, advisors, innovation 
brokers, rural entrepreneurs, Horizon NCPs, National CAP Networks, EIP-AGRI 
projects, and private and public funding organisations. 
 
The event created a collaborative space where participants moved beyond general 
networking to co-create concrete, impact-driven project concepts aligned with the 
Horizon Europe Cluster 6 Work Programme 2026. A clear message framed the 
discussions: impact is not an add-on at the end of a proposal, but its starting point. 
Participants were encouraged to build long-term ecosystems around shared 
challenges before calls are published, forming trust-based consortia ready to respond 
strategically and develop stronger, more coherent proposals with the end user 
targeted. 
 
The sessions demonstrated a strong multi-actor approach, combining farmers, 
researchers, advisory services, public authorities and private actors to jointly address 
competitiveness, resilience and sustainability across diverse European regions. Topics 
proposed in the interactive sessions included: 
 

 estimating the real costs of sustainable management, incl. low-cost energy 
availability, developing viable business models for marginal and grazing areas  
and niche products 

 integrated approaches to water governance, drought adaptation or peatland 
rewetting, linking environmental performance with economic value 

 comparison of soil health indicators across countries and quantification of 
ecosystem services to support better decision making at farm level and policy 
alignment 

 capitalise data and expertise from ongoing living labs (LLs) and long-term 
experiments. Moreover, explore opportunities that LLs may provide beyond soil 
topics. For example, to support young farmers and women in agriculture, or 
social farming, and to foster knowledge exchange and capacity building 

 
Beyond Horizon Europe Cluster 6, participants explored complementary instruments 
supporting breakthrough innovation, market uptake and digital transformation. 
Opportunities presented by the EIC, EIT Food, Climate-KIC and 28Digital include 
accelerator programmes for deep tech and climate adaptation, innovation support for 
start-ups and SMEs, living labs, digital skills development, place-based finance models 
and fast-track pathways to investment and market deployment, reinforcing the 
brokerage event’s role as a catalyst for scaling innovation beyond research. 

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-brokerage-event-innovating-competitive-resilient-and-sustainable
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en#pre-publication-of-work-programme-2025

