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Support to Smart Villages by the Italian CAP Strategic Plan

Smart Villages are supported by the CAP Strategic Plan (CSP) through two main interventions:
* SRGO7 — Cooperation for rural development, local development and smart villages
 SRGO6 — LEADER

A total of 469 Smart Village strategies is expected to be supported in this programming period

Implementation follows two complementary approaches:
* aregional approach that is more systemic and coordinated at central level (supporting 150 strategies)
* alocal approach —through LEADER — that is more participatory and experimental (319 strategies)

At a regional level, the SRGO7 Smart Villages intervention is managed through calls published by
the ten regions that have activated it. The aim is to develop a coordinated and integrated vision
of rural development, addressing common challenges particularly related to local food systems
and promoting replicable cooperative models.
» total budget of around EUR 63 million Data marked with an asterisk,

o : based on research by the NCN,
around 15 calls published by end of January 2026 refer to the 10 calls for proposals
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* 80 projects* approved for funding for which the final list of successful
e approx. EUR 20.6 million* of public funding granted applicants is currently availabIeV
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Support to Smart Villages by the Italian CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027

Within LEADER (SRGO06), over half Italian LAGs included in their LDSs at
least one action linked to indicator R.40 - Smart transition of the rural

economy.

Three main types of support:

e 190 Smart Village strategies supported through SRG0O7 Smart
Villages (under Leader)

e 105 initiatives supported through specific actions known as
"Community Projects"

e 24 interterritorial cooperation projects

Four main thematic areas: local food systems and supply chains, rural
tourism, social and economic inclusion, and environmental
sustainability.

* Total budget of around EUR 87 million
* Average planning of EUR 270,000 per strategy/project
* Around 30 LEADER calls published by LAGs by January 2026

LEADER Y -

. . ey . IL FUTURO DELL'AGRICOLTURA SOSTENIBILE
Sviluppo guidato dalle comunita locali

32%

22%

\»\\ 24% : ~ y.

rural tourism local food systems
social and economic inclusion B environmental sustainability

B no main topic



The role of the Italian CAP Network

LA METODOLOGIA
Collaborative laboratory designed to strengthen LAGS’ skills in planning SMART sﬂgﬁﬁsﬂﬁ%mﬁrﬁ%zmﬁ
and implementing Smart Village strategies and SV methodological guide. RURAL e
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Smart Rural LAB

Cantieri di comunita:

esperienze e strumenti operativi per la “Community Yards” initiative (June—July 2025), which explored
selezione e |'attuazione condivisa

di progetti Smart Village : facilitation methods for cooperation processes and criteria for

Webinar selecting Smart Village projects
19 giugno e 2 luglio 2025

Seminario in presenza
dal 15 al 17 luglio 2025

Torricella Peligna (CH)
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SMART VILLAGE E SMART COMMUNITY NELLE STRATEGIE
01 SVILUPPO LOCALE: METODOLOGIE E STRUMENTI OPERATIVI

“Smart Villages and Smart Communities in Local Development
Strategies: Methodologies and Operational Tools”. The event
offered hands-on guidance for defining and launching SV

strategies and Smart Community projects, with a focus on BARDONECCHA (10) - PEMONTE 29/30/31 OTTOBRE 2024
indicators, enabling factors and operational tools. VEORE e Screa &) H gl
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Best practices: a community-driven innovation model

Early steps towards smart villages (2014-2022):
Italian LAGs pioneered community-driven, integrated innovation ahead of the Smart Village model.
EU initiatives Smart Rural 21 and Smart Rural 27 promoted the exchange and scaling up of successful practices.

Strong examples:

* Maiella Verde LAG (Abruzzo): 200+ stakeholders, 5
Project Communities, 25 integrated actions.
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Progetto di cooperazione
transnazionale "SEROI+ Smart
Villages"

* SEROI+ Smart Villages (Valle d’Aosta): digital co-
creation tools for remote mountain areas.
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Transition Years and Consolidation (2020-2027)

Community Regeneration Projects have promoted the restoration of public spaces, the promotion of local
products and the creation of shared services for rural businesses and families.

The Montagna Appennino LAG in Tuscany collected over 100
community ideas via the 'Serve un'ldea!' initiative, funding 15
of them and engaging 500 citizens, 60 associations, 30
municipalities and numerous farms.

Active LAGs, such as Escartons, Valli Valdesi and Tradizione delle
Terre Occitane, involved over 150 participants and produced
multiple integrated Smart Village proposals, supported by
dedicated technical teams.
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The LAG proposes an initial phase of activating the
territory, listening and facilitating partnerships and
ideas. In-depth events have been organised.

They have set up a group of five experts specialising
in design, project management, entrepreneurship,
fundraising, sustainability, community projects and
impact assessment. This group focused on capacity
building and supporting the participants.



Best practices 23-27: a community-driven regeneration model

The CASEMATTE (MADHOUSES) project - promoted by the LAG
Casacastra (Campania Region) - focuses on regenerating S E
unused buildings and spaces and transforming them into

Community Assets — places dedicated to social, cultural

environmental, productive or tourism-related functions. I IKT I E
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The initiative unfolds in two phases: . ) _ _
Everything begins with a symbolic yet powerful

Phase 1 - Identification and nomination of assets. gesture: the vqunta.ry avail.ability of the
property, whether public or private, offered by
Phase 2 — Community project design. After the GAL evaluates its owner for community use.

the proposal, the broader community is convened to co-design
the executive project.
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https://www.galcasacastra.it/casematte/
https://www.galcasacastra.it/casematte/

RETE NAZIONALE DELLA PAC
Autorita di gestione:

Ministero dell’agricoltura, della sovranita alimentare e delle foreste
reterurale@politicheagricole.it
http://www.reterurale.it
EIEACEE
http://www.facebook.com/reterurale

RETE LEADER
reteleader@crea.gov.it
https://www.reterurale.it/leader20232027
https://www.facebook.com/leader1420

Progetto realizzato con il contributo del FEASR (Fondo Europeo Agricolo per lo Sviluppo Rurale)
nell'ambito delle attivita previste dal Programma Rete Nazionale della PAC 2025-2029
Progetto CREA - Rete Leader - Annualita 2025-27
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