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Introduction

Drawing o n  
academic  
research  an d  
practical  
experien ce,  tfi ng  
offers  a cle ar  
and ac cessibl e  
overview  of  
socnagers  an d  
staff  Ų in  
strength ening  
the  adde d  valu e  
of  LEADE R withi n  
their  
organisati ons  
and territories .
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Norms

Trust
Resilient and dynamic rural 

communities are characterised by 

high levels of social capital 

At the same time, disinformation 

increasingly threatens social 

capital by weakening trust and 

social cohesion. 
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Social  capital  is a core  element  of how LEADER 
creates  added  value in rural areas. 

Strong relationships,  trust  and  cooperation  among local actors  
improve  quality  of  life, strengthen  social  resilience  Ų including  the  
ability  to  respond  to  crises  Ų and support  local  economic  
opportunities . 

This is how bottom - up approaches  like LEADER deliver  
lasting  results .



Social capital 
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added value

�‡ How we are  connected  Ų Networks, organisations  and interaction  
spaces  that  connect  people  and enable cooperation  (structural  
aspect)
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�‡How we behave  together  Ų The shared values and informal  rules 
that  guide how people  behave and cooperate  (normative  
aspect)
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�‡How we think  together  Ų Shared understandings,  goals and 
ways of interpreting  reality  that  help people  act  together  
(cognitive  aspect)
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