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Update on ongoing and planned activities related to
LEADER, including online tools

Update on relevant events
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LEADER Newsletter

September 2025

What are LAGs working on?

Local Development Strategies (LDSs) are a core feature
of LEADER. Our new series of anicles gives voice to
Local Action Grougs (LAGS) framacmssh‘eEU who
present the key topics of their LDSs and some projects in
place. In this editon, we hear from three LAGs in
Germany, Spain and Ireland

#LeaderCLLD
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LEADER support activities

Online exchange platform
for LEADER and territorial

LEADER Transnational L LEADER LAG Directory d eve I o p me nt
Cooperation (TNC)

C Connect with LEADER Local Action Groups

Find out all the tools developed by the EU CAP a across Europe from the 2023-2027 programming
Network to support your TNC experience. p period.
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Online tools, resources
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LEADER LAG Directory

Welcome to the EU CAP Network LAG Directory: your gateway
to official, verified information about all the LEADER Local
Action Groups (LAGs) in the 2023-2027 programming period.

The LAG Directory brings together information on all EU Local Action Groups (LAGs) in one place, helping

local, | and national stakeholders t. network and collaborate.

> 2 356 LAGS from 25 MS Click on the ‘B LAGs' butt b d the filters t h the LAG Directory by:
> (1806 LAGs from 23 MS in March > Member State; and

2 0 2 5) > Key themes linked to LAGs’ Local Development Strategies (LDSs); and
> LAGs that are interested in transnational cooperation (TNC).

In addition, by using the available online TNC features, you can identify LAGs that have shared TNC

> N ew fu n cti O n S fo r LAG S offers. Check the requested criteria and explore potential partnerships.

The LAG Directory is being i ly enh d and enriched with up i ion, some of which

1 H )
> OW n yo u r LAG p rOfI I e is shared directly by the LAGs. Please visit the platform regularly to view the latest information and

explore additional features.

> Ad d iti o n a I d ata If you have any questions, please contact us at leader@eucapnetwork.eu.

> TNC cooperation offers

LEADER Transnational Are you a LAG manager? LEADER cooperation
Cooperation (TNC) Log in to your account and manage the offers

> 45 LAG s a ct i ve Iy i n te reste d i n Find out all the tools developed by the EU :‘a!:,:gzrr:ﬁel:ti{::‘;:AG via the LAG Browse through Transnational

CAP Network fo support your TNC Cooperation offers published by LAGs in
experience. Europe.

Transnational Cooperation r gt

Learn more > Learn more >

Search LAG Directory

Countries Map Themes

#LeaderCLLD
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Includes all LAGs that have LAG
profiles in the LAG Directory

Based on LAG office addresses

Does not show LAG territorial or
municipal boundaries

Your comments, suggestions
welcome!

EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

Search LAG Directory
Countries Map Themes
Welcome to the LAG map, showing the Local Action Groups (LAGs) active in each Member State!

Click on the pins for information about each LAG, its work and contacts, and find out who is actively

interested in LEADER transnational cooperation (TNC).

@0

'C Share ‘ Translate this page
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Updates to LAG profiles

LAG queries
and requests

In cooperation >150 LAGsS 86 LAG manager Ongoing updates
with Man.a_ging queries from ’
Authorities Logged in / 18 MS Contact us!
added more
detail to their 17 requests for
LAG profiles technical support

#lL eaderCLLD Qb
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TNC Factsheets

= Austria - [ B :lzllg\:;leTs
I Czechia o e Denmark
= Greece — = Hungary
= Latvia - B Lithuania

msm Poland — I Slovenia

=am Croatia

=== Finland

B | ireland

= Luxembourg

= Spain

.. Republic of
Cyprus

E= Germany

B} italy

= Netherlands

== Sweden

—
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TNC fact sheets

> from 20 Member States
(16 MS fact sheets in March
2025)

TNC cooperation offers

> 11 cooperation offers
uploaded by LAGs (5
active as of mid-
February 2026 )
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ELETCWASRK New sections for the LAG Directory an

TNC suppor

LEADER LAG Directory

Welcome to the EU CAP Network LAG Directory: your gateway
to official, verified information about all the LEADER Local
Action Groups (LAGs) in the 2023-2027 programming period.

The LAG Directory brings together information on all EU Local Action Groups (LAGs) in one place, helping
local, regional and national stakeholders connect, network and collaborate.

Click on the ‘Browse LAGs’ button above and use the filters to search the LAG Directory by:

> Member Stte nd New sections (for LAG

> Key themes linked to LAGs' Local Development Strategies (LDSs); and

> LAGs thatarei din ion (TNC). managers, for LEADER

In addition, by using the available online TNC features. you can identify LAGs that have shared TNC

offers. Check the requested criteria and explore potential partnerships. Coopera tion Oﬁers)
The LAG Directory is being i h and enri with up i ion, some of which introduced since the 3rd

is shared directly by the LAGs. Please visit the platform regularly to view the latest information and

TN . Subgroup meeting!

If you have any questions, please contact us at leader@eucapnetwork.eu.

(- )

LEADER Transnational Are you a LAG manager? LEADER cooperation
Cooperatlon (TNC) Log in to your account and manage the offers
Find out all the tools developed by the EU i i LA AR R R Ce Browse through Transnational
CAP Network to support your TNC management section. Cooperation offers published by LAGs in
experience. Europe.

LAG management >
Learn more > Learn more >

Search LAG Directory

Countries Map Themes

Lz
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Based on Subgroup members’ request (3rd
Subgroup meeting)

Using the online tool ‘PADLET’
Participation is optional

All Subgroup members invited through an
individual link (early 2026)

Thematic sections accessible to all Subgroup
members

Password protected ‘Stakeholder boards’ for
Managing Authorities, for Local Action
Groups, for National Networks

EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

Pre-defined thematic sections
Guidance and user feedback
LEADER and simplification
LEADER and TNC
LEADER and social resilience
LEADER events

Other LEADER updates from Member
States

|deas for the LEADER Newsletter
LEADER in the future
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a%E%NETWORK LEADER Good Practices from the

CAP Strategic Plans

The Create Green business
training programme (lreland)
The Create Green programme
supports creative and
food/farming businesses in
County Offaly, recognising their
vital role in building a

sustainable rural future.

Mint regional office Pongau —
together for MINT (Austria)

| An engine for innovation, providing
h 4 youth employment and gender

equality through education and
- collaboration

|
U LHAN
meeting place that allows everyone to

- -
experiment, collaborate, and evolve together for

# eaderCLLD the common good. Q%
,—J

An inspired community-run
grocery store for Meulles
(France) LEADER funding
provided the game-changing
catalyst to make an innovative
short food-supply chain idea
happen in a digitalised social
resilience project.

L'HanGare (France) is a rural community



https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/inspired-community-run-grocery-store-meulles_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/inspired-community-run-grocery-store-meulles_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/inspired-community-run-grocery-store-meulles_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/inspired-community-run-grocery-store-meulles_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/inspired-community-run-grocery-store-meulles_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/create-green-business-training-programme_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/create-green-business-training-programme_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/mint-regional-office-pongau-together-mint_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/mint-regional-office-pongau-together-mint_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/mint-regional-office-pongau-together-mint_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/mint-regional-office-pongau-together-mint_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice/lhangare-project-creating-community-space-strengthen-social-links-and-solidarity_en
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Home > Publications > From local networks to lasting impact: how LEADER builds social capital

PUBLICATION - BRIEFINGS | 18 FEB 2026

From local networks to lasting impact:
how LEADER builds social capital

[ [
New publication — -=
I E A D E R d Drawing on academic research and practical experience, this Briefing offers a clear
o n a n and accessible overview of social capital in the LEADER framework and helps
LEADER stakeholders - particularly Local Action Groups - strengthen the added
[ [ '
Social Capltal :
Introduction |ntr0ducti0n

value of LEADER within their organisations and territories.
> To support LAGs in Detiing socia apital anc . : o g |
why it is relevant to LEADER Drawing on academic research and practical experience, this briefing offers a clear and accessible

Stre n gth e n i n g th e ad d ed overview of social capital in the LEADER framework, enriched by insights from stakeholders across
The power of social capital in

Europe. It is designed to support LEADER stakeholders — particularly Local Action Group (LAG) managers

. . . LEADER
Va I u e Of L EAD E R Wlth N th el r and staff — in strengthening the added value of LEADER within their organisations and territories.

Social capital and LEADER’s

O rg a n iS ati O n S a n d te rri to ri es added value Readers can navigate the content using the left-side menu or by scrolling through the page. This page is

How LAGs can produce regularly updated with relevant resources: for further news and insights from the LEADER community,

social capital

> Created as web text to be SRS,
accessible to LAGs as can be
translated into 24 MS
languages

subscribe to our LEADER newsletter.

Useful resources

> Downloadable and printable
straight from the website

#LeaderCLLD
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Home > Networking > About networking > Stakeholder Involvement > Disinformation and media literacy
N ew we b p ag e on Disinformation and media literacy

D - - f t - u CAP Implementation > Innovation, knowledge exchange & EIP-AGRI > » Evaluation >
| | '
m e d I a I I te ra Cy - Tackling foreign information manipulation and interference, and enhancing societal resilience against these threats, are pressing

issues for the European Union. Discover which tools exist to help identify and counter disinformation and misinformation.

> Discover tools that help
identify and counter
. . . Foreign information manipulation and interference is a serious threat
d ISI nfo rm atl O n a n d to Eu?opean democracies. It can undermine democratic institutions
m iSi nfo rm ati O n and processes by preventing people from making informed decisions

or discouraging them from voting. It can polarise society by pitting

Context

communities against each other.

> Tips on what we can do

A recent Eurobarometer survey revealed that 73% of EU citizens
report that they regularly encounter disinformation. and 86% agree

> Li n kS to u Sefu | reSO u rces that it poses a major threat to democracy.
> Fi n d it O n th e Sta ke h O I d e r Some third countries are using strategic and coordinated

dissemination of disinformation to amplify social or political tensions,

I n VO I Ve m e nt We b pag e i n th e fuel polarisation, and erode trust in democratic institutions.
Networking section

The rise of Artificial Intelligence has made it even easier to produce and disseminate disinformation at

scale. and, at the same time, it has become even harder to detect and more dangerous.

#LeaderCLLD

Lz



: o EU CAP |\ M car MATHORK PRESENTATION
- ETWORK

Meetings and events
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Launched based on MA
demand in 2023

All MS invited

8 meetings / year (online)

Agenda / topics defined with
Managing Authorities

Optional attendance

EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

TOPICS DISCUSSED (until mid-February 2026)

Advance payments

Automatic
decommitments

Case handling times
Competition law
Conflict of interest
E-application systems

LEADER
implementation
updates

LAG Directory
LEADER added value

Micro-funding for
projects

Public procurement
Result indicators
Running costs

Questions for the
TNC fact sheets

Simplification and
SCOs

Size of LAGs
State aid rules

The definition of
‘innovative’

Transnational
cooperation

Visual identity for
LEADER

Online interactive
platform

The future MFF and
LEADER
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» 3-4 March 2026, Segovia, Spain,
* Organiser: Spanish CAP Network

LEADER Exchange of
Experience: Cooperation

» 16 April 2026
* In cooperation between National Networks and the EU CAP Network
* Led by the Hungarian CAP Network

Cluster meeting —
LEADER / Smart Villages
cluster (online)

The 2nd EU Rural
Innovation Forum (EU-
RIF) ‘From Smart Villages
to Smart Rural Futures'

5-6 May 2026
Lithuania
Organiser: Horizon Europe FUTURAL project

» 26-28 May 2026

* Jurmala, Latvia

* Organiser: Latvian Rural Forum

 Participants: Local Action Groups, National Networks

LINC2026

AP A
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Use of Simplified Cost Options (SCOs) in the CAP

et &+ . Y Main outcomes

Participants shared practical experiences with SCOs, including challenges and
successful approaches.

" EUCAP Network Workshop onthe. -+ ...

Use of Simplified Cost Options in the CAP Clea_r agre_ement that SCOs can significantly redl_Jce administrative burden, but
require solid data and well-designed methodologies.

20 Novem%ef.ZOZS_ i Strong need identified for more guidance, capacity building, and clearer audit
Brussels, Iglqp) e vy g expectations to support wider uptake.

Broad support for stronger networking, including exchanging methodologies, peer
learning, and closer cooperation between MAs, PAs, auditors, and the

Aim _ . . Commission.
To exchange practical experiences with
SCOs, discuss challenges in design and Recognition that a shared repository of SCO practices and continued EU CAP

implementation, and identify what is needed Network support would help Member States scale up SCO use.
to support wider use of SCOs in Member
States.

Participants
77 participants from 26 EU Member States

#lLeaderCLLD Q%
,—J
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1st meeting 25/09/2025
2nd meeting 11/12/2025
Informal discussions 3 informal discussions between TG members
Outputs
Highlight reports of 1°' and meetings
Compendium of examples:
40 members Strengthen business incomes and build resilience
(out of 176 applications) Range of approaches — informal and formal
from 22 Member States Production processes, bargaining power, access to
markets

Short supply chains, high quality, environmentally
friendly products.
Pooling resources, building capacity, creating new
business models


https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/eu-cap-network-tg-cooperation-background-paper.pdf
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/eu-cap-network-tg-cooperation-background-paper.pdf
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/1st-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/1st-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
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Thematic Group on Farm Diversification

Overview

Main goal Main goal: to identify lessons from current approaches and
determine how policies and support mechanisms can be better
tailored to strengthen farm resilience and economic sustainability
through diversification.

1st meeting (04/02/2026, Brussels):

TG Composition
40 members

- Explore how farm-based businesses are capitalising on the

opportunities afforded by farm diversification

(out of 129 applications)

from 21 Member States + »  Discuss how Member States are supporting diversification.

EU level organisations - Consider the effectiveness of the current CAP in unlocking
the potential of Diversification

2nd meeting (06-07/05/2026, Rome): Develop proposals on policies & support
mechanisms for diversification.

#LeaderCLLD %
Q
,—J
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%f | Stay up-to-date!

LEADER newsletter Follow @EU CAP Network
News and views from the ground on social media

A ot o ey
” ST
@!h‘l.r".'-l- '

#lLeaderCLLD
#EUCAPNetwork
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