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EU CAP Network Workshop on the Use of 
Simplified Cost Options (SCOs) in the CAP

Event overview

Date 20 November 2025

Location Brussels, Belgium

Participa

nts

77 participants from 26 EU 

Member States

Aim To exchange practical 

experiences with SCOs, 

discuss challenges in 

design and implementation, 

and identify what is needed 

to support wider use of 

SCOs in Member States.

#CSPImplementation

A building with a field of flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/eu-cap-network-workshop-use-simplified-cost-options-cap_en
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EU CAP Network Workshop on the Use of 
Simplified Cost Options (SCOs) in the CAP

Main outcomes

Participants shared practical experiences with SCOs, including challenges and 

successful approaches.

Clear agreement that SCOs can significantly reduce administrative burden, but 

require solid data and well-designed methodologies.

Strong need identified for more guidance, capacity building, and clearer audit 

expectations to support wider uptake.

Broad support for stronger networking, including exchanging methodologies, 

peer learning, and closer cooperation between MAs, PAs, auditors, and the 

Commission.

Recognition that a shared repository of SCO practices and continued EU CAP 

Network support would help Member States scale up SCO use.

#CSPImplementation
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TG on Unlocking the Potential of Cooperation

#CSPImplementation

Outputs​

Background Paper​

Highlight reports of 1st and 2nd meetings​Highlights reports of first and second

meeting

Compendium of examples:

Strengthen business incomes and build resilience

Range of approaches – informal and formal

Production processes, bargaining power, access to markets

Short supply chains, high quality, environmentally friendly products.

Pooling resources, building capacity, creating new business models

• TG composition: 40 

members (out of 176 

applications) from 22 

Member States

• First meeting: 25/09/2025

• Second meeting: 

11/12/2025

• 3 informal discussions 

between TG members

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/eu-cap-network-tg-cooperation-background-paper.pdf
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/eu-cap-network-tg-cooperation-background-paper.pdf
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/1st-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/1st-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-unlocking-potential-cooperation_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/1st-meeting-thematic-group-improving-water-resilience-rural-areas-through-cap_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-improving-water-resilience-rural-areas-through-cap_en
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TG on Farm Diversification

40 members selected (from 129 
expressions of interest) from 21 
Member States + EU level 
organisations 

#CSPImplementation

Main goal: to identify lessons from current approaches and 
determine how policies and support mechanisms can be 

better tailored to strengthen farm resilience and economic 
sustainability through diversification. 

First meeting (04/02/2026, Brussels): 

• Explore how farm-based businesses are capitalising on the opportunities 

afforded by farm diversification

• Discuss how Member States are supporting diversification.  

• Consider the effectiveness of the current CAP in unlocking the potential of 

Diversification

Second meeting (06-07/05/2026, Rome): 

• Develop proposals on policies & support mechanisms for diversification.
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TG on Improving Water Resilience in Rural Areas 
through the CAP

Background paper

Highlights reports of first and second meeting

Compendium of good practice examples
(publication pending)

CSP Interventions
Catchment scale / landscape scale approaches
Improved water governance / collaborative approaches
Technical solutions
Advice and knowledge sharing 

#CSPImplementation

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/1st-meeting-thematic-group-improving-water-resilience-rural-areas-through-cap_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/1st-meeting-thematic-group-improving-water-resilience-rural-areas-through-cap_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-improving-water-resilience-rural-areas-through-cap_en
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TG on the CAP's Role in Supporting Sustainable and 
Competitive Livestock Systems

#CSPImplementation

TG composition: 40 members (out of 

108 EOIs) from 18 Member States

Main goal: explore how to improve the way CSPs are used to 
support transitions to more sustainable livestock systems, 

taking into account the diversity of systems in the EU. 

First meeting (29/01/2026, Brussels): 

• Examples showcasing the diversity of EU livestock production systems

• Challenges faced and possible ways to overcome these

• Development of pathways for different types of systems

Second meeting (15-16/04/2026, Lisbon): 

• Enabling conditions

• Role of CAP and different interventions to support transition 

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/1st-meeting-thematic-group-caps-role-supporting-sustainable-and-competitive_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-caps-role-supporting-sustainable-and-competitive_en
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Upcoming thematic group:

→ Expressions of Interest open until 19 February

#CSPImplementation

Aim: to explore how the CAP can drive a fair, 

inclusive, and sustainable transformation of the 

agri-food system, ensuring environmental ambition 

goes hand-in-hand with social and economic 

fairness. 

Objectives: how CAP interventions can promote 

systemic change, identify ways to scale up coherent 

and integrated approaches in synergy with other 

policies, and collect best practices that support fair 

and inclusive transition pathways across MS.

• First meeting 13 March 2026 (online - morning).

• Second meeting 10 June 2026 (full day in 

Brussels).

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/thematic-groups-cap-implementation/thematic-group-just-transition-agri-food-system-role-cap_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/1st-meeting-thematic-group-just-transition-agri-food-system-role-cap_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/1st-meeting-thematic-group-just-transition-agri-food-system-role-cap_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-just-transition-agri-food-system-role-cap_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/2nd-meeting-thematic-group-just-transition-agri-food-system-role-cap_en
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