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Livestock - an evolving sector
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Reduction in holdings while livestock production  units are stable
 larger more specialised enterprises 

 a reduction of livestock in more marginal areas, with mixed ruminant systems declining. 
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Geography of the sector 

Livestock density varies 
greatly: EU average 0.7 
LU/ha but regions range from 
0.2-0.3 LU/ha up to 2.2-4.4 
LU/ha. 

https://ec.europa.eu/assets/estat/E/E4/gisco/farmstatistics/in

dex.html
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A highly diverse sector

Many existing typologies

New one finds over 52 dominant ruminant systems  

https://pathways-project.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/D3.1_vf.pdf
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Livestock provision of services 
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Ecosystem services are 

• Context specific 

• Some can become 

disservices
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Diverse sustainability narratives

https://pathways-

project.com/policy-toolkit/

• Increased well-being 
of animals through 

agency and 
opportunity to make 

choices. 

• ethical treatment and 
humane conditions

• lowers the impact of 
livestock through 
enhanced circularity 
to reduce feed-food 
competition 

• places farmers, rural 
life, and their 

livestock at the center 
of development. 

• improves the quality 
of life in rural areas 

by revitalizing 
agriculture.

• lower footprint of 
livestock per kg 
product through 
technology and 
management

Efficiency 
first

Rural 
renaissance 

High animal 
welfare

Feed-no-
food
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Challenges shaping the transition

External pressures
Balance environmental 
limits with viable farming 
and rural livelihoods

Avoid unintended 
effects of decline in 
marginal areas

Reduce pressures 
where they concentrate 
while keeping fairness 
and feasibility

Stuctural vulnerablities
High labour costs and 
labour shortages

Low profitability in small 
extensive systems 

Lack of succession 
(accelerates decline)



E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Barriers and 
what is needed to move forward

• Stable investment 
climate

High 
investment 

costs

• Strong advisory 
services

• science-to-practice
Knowledge 

gaps

• Harmonised indicators

• Affordable MRV (simple 
methods, digital tools)

Monitoring 
barriers

•  Coherent 
CAP/policy signals 
and alignment

Policy and 
governance

• Trust, demonstration 
and rewardsMindset and 

risk 

• Let’s discuss!

…
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