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"Erewé  Livestock - an evolving sector

Reduction in holdings while livestock production units are stable

= larger more specialised enterprises
= areduction of livestock in more marginal areas, with mixed ruminant systems declining.
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Geography of the sector

» Livestock density varies
greatly: EU average 0.7
LU/ha but regions range from
0.2-0.3 LU/haupto 2.2-4.4
LU/ha.
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https://ec.europa.eu/assets/estat/E/E4/gisco/farmstatistics/in
dex.html



PR | highly diverse sector

» Many existing typologies
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> New one finds over 52 dominant ruminant systems

Dairy systems
Green maize-based systems in
Atlantic and continental regions
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Mediterranean maize-based systems
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Semi-subsistence systems

https://pathways-project.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/D3.1_vf.pdf

Fattening cattle

feed compound-based systems
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Meat sheep
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ework | jvestock provision of services

Grass  Water Ecosystem services are
maintenance Quality « Context specific
Carbon/nit Crop « Some can become
aroon/nitrogen ; ] .
cycling production disservices
Soil — Erosion /fire
productivity / control
Cultural
heritage and Biodiversity
|dentity Animal sourced

Ground food / other

water animal-based
materials
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https://pathways-
project.com/policy-toolkit/

(. lower footprint of
livestock per kg
product through
technology and
management

—

*lowers the impact of
livestock through
enhanced circularity
to reduce feed-food
competition

-
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Diverse sustainability narratives

*places farmers, ruraI\
life, and their
livestock at the center
of development.
«improves the quality
of life in rural areas
by revitalizing
agriculture.

_

+Increased well-being

of animals through

agency and

opportunity to make -
choices.

L « ethical treatment and % Pathway S

humane conditions /

FOR SUSTAINABLE FOOD
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External pressures

> Balance environmental
limits with viable farming
and rural livelihoods

> Avoid unintended
effects of decline in
marginal areas

> Reduce pressures
where they concentrate
while keeping fairness
and feasibility
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Stuctural vulnerablities

> High labour costs and
labour shortages

> Low profitability in small
extensive systems

> Lack of succession
(accelerates decline)
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what is needed to move forward

- Stable investment : » Coherent
climate HOGE-TCB  CAP/policy signals
e[e)V/ClggelplelsA8  and alignment

« Strong advisory ,
Knowledge B Mindset and

gaps * science-to-practice risk

* Trust, demonstration
and rewards

* Harmonised indicators

« Affordable MRV (simple
methods, digital tools)

e Let’s discuss!
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