
 

 

1 

Thematic Group on Sustainable and Competitive Livestock 
Systems, Agenda 

29 January 2026 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Agenda  

1st TG Meeting 

 
 

Thematic Group (TG) on the CAP's Role in 
Supporting Sustainable and Competitive Livestock 

Systems  
 
 

29 January 2026, 09:00 – 16:00 

 

Avenue des Arts 9/bis, 

1210 Brussels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2 

Thematic Group on Sustainable and Competitive Livestock 
Systems, Agenda 

29 January 2026 
 

 

Introduction 

Livestock systems play an important economic, social, environmental and cultural role in the 

EU. As well as producing meat, dairy and other products (e.g. wool) and supporting rural 

livelihoods, sustainable livestock systems can provide a range of services. As is the case for 

all forms of agriculture, livestock also has to play its part in addressing agriculture’s 

environmental and climate footprint. This includes improving nutrient management and 

promoting nutrient circularity and reducing emissions through enhancing the development of 

sustainable production models, as well as enhancing the economic viability of extensive 

systems to reduce the risk of land abandonment to maintain semi-natural, high nature value 

habitats.  

Finding ways of transitioning to more sustainable livestock production systems in the EU is key 

therefore, reflecting on both their diversity and the different benefits they provide. The Vision 

for Agriculture and Food highlights this as a priority. To this end, the European Commission 

has established a dedicated workstream on livestock, with a focus on exploring policy 

pathways for a competitive, future-proof, sustainable and fair livestock sector in the EU. 

The current CAP offers a range of interventions that Member States can use to support the 

sustainability and competitiveness of the livestock sector in all its diversity. This includes 

investment support and area-based payments (eco-schemes and agri-environment-climate 

interventions) as well as support for cooperation, innovation and knowledge exchange. Despite 

this, there is more that can be done to maximise their use within Member State CAP Strategic 

Plans (CSPs), for these purposes. 

In this first meeting of the Thematic Group (TG), we will look at Member States’ experiences 

in designing and implementing CAP interventions that promote the sustainability and 

competitiveness of different livestock production models (e.g. improving nutrient management, 

promoting nutrient circularity, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, maintaining extensive 

systems to maintain high nature value habitats and reduce the risk of land abandonment, 

finding new markets for sustainable products etc.). We will explore what factors have 

contributed to successful outcomes as well as challenges that need to be overcome. 

Aims of the meeting 

• Share good practice examples of CAP interventions and approaches being adopted in 

different parts of the EU, to promote diverse, sustainable and competitive livestock systems 

taking into account territorial specificities.  

• Identify current barriers and actions needed to overcome these to drive meaningful change 

for supporting tailored approaches to ensure the sustainability and competitiveness of EU 

livestock production models.  

• Explore the main areas of interest for further in-depth discussion. 

 

 

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/vision-agriculture-and-food_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/vision-agriculture-and-food_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/committees-and-expert-groups/livestock-workstream_en
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Timing  Agenda item 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration & welcome coffee  

09:00 – 09:30 Welcome & introduction to the TG on the CAP's Role in 
Supporting Sustainable and Competitive Livestock Systems, EU 
CAP Network  

Warm-up activity and agenda for the day, EU CAP Network  

09:30 – 10:45 Setting the scene: Overview of sustainable and competitive 
livestock systems at EU level – challenges and opportunities, EU 
CAP Network and European Commission (DG AGRI)  

Showcasing opportunities for action in diverse settings, examples from 
TG members 

o Silvopastoral farming in Italy: Jacopo Goracci (Farmer, Italy) 
o Organic dairy farming in Britany: Axel Euverte (Farmer, France) 
o Extensive mountain farming: Georgiana-Cătălina Rogozan 

(Researcher, Romania)  
o Irish schemes for sustainable livestock production: Michael G. 

Gleeson (Managing Authority, Ireland) 
o Sustainability considerations for pig and broiler production: 

Paolo Ferrari (Researcher, Italy)  

10:45 – 11:15 Coffee break 

11:15 – 12:30 Small group discussion: Diverse livestock systems – Categorising 
the main challenges and possible solutions 

Breakout groups – Open discussion facilitated by EU CAP Network  

12:30 – 13:30 Networking lunch 

13:30 – 14:45 Interactive Session: Developing pathways for sustainable and 
competitive livestock systems in Europe 

Breakout groups – Open discussion facilitated by EU CAP Network  

14:45 – 15:00 Coffee break 

15:00 – 15:45 Harvesting from interactive sessions: Sharing the different pathways 
identified and reflection on common threads, moderated by EU CAP 
Network  

15:45 – 16:00 Next Steps and end of meeting, EU CAP Network.   
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