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AUSTRIAN FARM STRUCTURE AND ECONOMICS IN BRIEF

FARM STRUCTURE SURVEY 2023

◼ Small structured agriculture

◼ Average UAA per farm: 25.6 ha 

◼ 36 heads of cattle I 119 pigs I 35 sheep I 14 goats

◼ High share of less favoured areas: 76%

◼ Family farms

◼ ~80% of the persons working on farms are family members

◼ 46% of the farms have farming as their secondary gainful 

activity

25,6 ha 93%

46%76%



COOPERATION IN THE CONTEXT OF AUSTRIAN FARMING

◼ Austrian Farmers needs diverse strategies (Kirner, 2016)

◼ Growth, specialisation

◼ Increase of value added

◼ Diversification

◼ Different forms of cooperation exist

◼ Producers Organisations

◼ Cooperatives

◼ But also various forms of cooperation on farm-farm-level

◼ Farm-farm-level: great variety of possible subjects

◼ Common construction and/or use of buildings

◼ Processing and marketing

◼ Labour, machinery and operations

◼ Sharing of other production resources

◼…



COOPERATION AS A DRIVER OF FARM DEVELOPMENT
25 YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL COOPERATION ON FARM-FARM-LEVEL

◼ Specialised dairy farm

◼ Looking for partner for raising of 

females from calf age

◼ Mixed family farm 

◼ Looking to maintain animal husbandry on the farm and

◼ Further develop the overall farm business (farm holidays) and

◼ Allow investments

Common goal: foster and enhance farm development



COOPERATION TIMELINE

1998

2020
Start of new cooperation

Today

???

50:50

2000



ORGANISATIONAL FRAMEWORK

◼ A cooperation contract was set up at the outset to formalise and document key information

◼ Until 2020 cost and revenues were shared equally (50:50)

◼ 2020: Renewal of cooperation to align with the farms' development and new goals.

◼ Cooperation continued with a changed cooperation model

◼ Costs for raising calves/heifers are billed monthly

◼ Contract work (machinery/harvest) is billed at market prices

◼ New focus: commonly managed dairy herd



RESULTS AND OUTCOMES ON FARM LEVEL

◼ Both farms were able to maintain farming as a main activity

◼ Thanks to cooperation, substantial investments in infrastructure and 

farming/diversification activities were possible.

◼ Cooperation allowed both farms to grow and develop their farm business

◼ Today both farms farm ~40 ha each and have increased their herd sizes

◼ Thanks to the cooperation, the farm holiday activities could be further 

developed

◼ Quality of life for the farmers increased



RELEVANT CAP-FUNDED RESOURCES

Advisory Services

(78-01)

Knowledge transfer and 
information

(78-02)

Investment support 

(73-01)



LESSONS LEARNT AND TAKE-AWAYS

◼ Dont get lost in the details

◼ Partners must share the same mindset

◼ Soft factors are essential for achieving long-term, successful and 

sustainable cooperation.

◼ Diversification and cooperation are important strategies for

◼ keeping farming alive in rural areas

◼ securing farmers incomes and

◼ maintaining a capable infrastructure in rural areas



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

◼Feel free to get in touch

◼ Tel. +43 1 53441 8625  

◼ M +43 676 83 441 8625  

◼ l.ossberger@lk-oe.at   
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