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A meeting in a time of change!

• After the announcement of the first key points of the new funding architecture in February and before the 
publication of the Commission's proposal in July. Plenty of room for speculation, uncertainty, and discussion

• Vision for Agriculture and Food vs. Long Term Vision for Rural Areas (LTVRA)

• Role and importance of LEADER vs. the threat of losing ringfencing in the upcoming period

• Wide thematic approach vs. concerns that LEADER could focus more on agricultural issues

• Last funding period did not yet end but the new one has already started

• Implementation status of the ending and the new LEADER period

• 120.000 LAG members forming a strong network of rural areas

• Implementation of the strategy has not yet (March 2025) started

in all member states

Examples of LEADER and Smart Village implementation from Austria, 
Lithuania, and Finland. Presentation of the micro-project approach as an 
example of simplification from Belgium (Flanders).

Day 
1

Subgroup on LEADER and 

Territorial Development
3rd meeting 5 – 6 March, Brussels
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Day 
2

Subgroup on LEADER and 

Territorial Development
3rd meeting 5 – 6 March, Brussels

How can LEADER be reinforced, simplified and made fit for the future

• Reinforcement with more participation of women and youth

• Simplification by making more use of simplified cost options (SCOs)

• Interpretation and use is differing much between different member states 
and different Managing Authorities

• Good will Managing Authorities but concerns of the Paying Agencies and 
the Certifying Bodies regarding possible audits by the EU-authorities
-> workshop on SCOs in CAP end of November

• Awareness of the strength of LEADER: participation, potential to activate rural 
people, initiate creative projects (bottom-up, `rural think tank´)

Interactive session to identify main subjects
for the upcoming activities of the CAP-Network

1. Simplification was again seen at the top of the list

2. Communication about LEADER and its added value at all levels

3. Simplifying transnational cooperation (TNC)
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the 6th meeting of the Subgroup

• The objectives of the 
6th meeting of the Subgroup 
were:

• To provide a policy update 
including the EC proposal for the 
MFF and CAP 2028-2034.

• To provide an update on relevant 
activities of the EU CAP Network.

• To exchange knowledge and 
good practices related to the 
implementation of the CAP 
Strategic Plans.

• How did we succeed?

►Yes, that is what happened: 

• The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) within the National 
and Regional Partnership Plans 2028-2034 was presented 
by Fabio Cossu DG AGRI

• News from the EU CAP Network

• EU CAP Network Annual Work Programme Process, 

• Information about the outcomes from previous Thematic 
Groups, available on 

• Interactive session: CAP Implementation CoLAB & BINGO
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Small group discussions, 
brainstroming & BINGO 
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Annual Summary of the WG of SoIKE Meetings, 
2025

Introduction 

• 3 meetings held in 2025: March, June (Brussels, in person) and November (online)
• Organised by the Working Group, coordinated by the European Commission

Focus:
✓ Innovation in agriculture
✓Strategic planning beyond 2027
✓Strengthening cooperation among Member States

Source: own
photos
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Annual Summary of the WG of SoIKE Meetings, 
2025

8th SoIKE Meeting : Innovation Focus and Urban Agriculture

Key Topics:
• Review of innovation activities in the Member States
• Future directions of EIP-AGRI networking
• Highlight: Prioritization and voting of innovation topics for the Annual Work Programme (AWP)

Key Presentation:
• Isabelle Van Borm: The role of urban farming in sustainable food systems

Practical Example:
• Field visit: BIGH Anderlecht aquaponics farm: Fruit and vegetable greenhouse, fish farm, herb greenhouse
• Circular and innovative operation

Key Message: SoIKE’s strategic role has been strengthened in shaping EU agri-innovation priorities.

Source: own
photos
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Annual Summary of the Working Group SoIKE Meetings, 2025

9th SoIKE Meeting: Post-2027 Innovation, Young Farmers, Bio-based
Funding

Key Topics:
• Presentation of the EIP-AGRI and CAP Network Work Programme for 2025–26
• Group work: Identifying commonalities among national organisations, sharing latest 

innovation news in the SoIKE group

Highlighted Discussion:
• Identifying innovation and knowledge exchange needs post-2027 – proposals

included:
• Supporting young farmers
• Finding project partners, bringing OGs to market

Key Presentation:
• Ana Ruiz Sierra: The role of CBE JU in financing bio-based and circular innovations
• Horizon Europe Partnerships: Alignment with EU strategic goals

Closing Note: 
Commission announcement: upcoming survey to map Life and Interreg projects

Source: own
photos
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10th SoIKE Meeting: EIP-AGRI Developments, FP10, International Examples

Key Topics:

• Updates from Member States, current status of EIP-AGRI

• Use of Focus Group (FG) results

• Improving OG calls and selection: farmer engagement and fair compensation

Key Presentations:

• PREMIERE project: planning a multi-actor approach for FP10

• EU-AGRIN / Uzbekistan: AKIS development and adaptation of the EU model

Shared Challenges Across Member States:

• Strengthening farmer involvement

• Improving knowledge flow

• Enhancing cooperation among innovation systems

• Planning the future of the multi-actor approach

Key Message: Cooperation and exchange of practical examples remain essential for an effective 
European agricultural innovation system.

Annual Summary of the Working Group SoIKE Meetings, 
2025
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Thank you for your kind 
attention!
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EU CAP Network Steering Group

4th SG meeting 14th of May 2025 (1)

1. Update from the EU policy level, including the “EU Vision for agriculture and food” and the 2nd simplification package. 

2. Presentation on the organisational structure of the National CAP Networks. 

3. Outline of the EU CAP Network Annual Work Programme (AWP) 

4. Discussion on the process to design and approve the EU CAP Network AWP. The proposal was discussed and 

approved by the Steering Group in May 2025. 
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EU CAP Network Steering Group

Preliminary Input: Initial online survey launched for Assembly 
members to propose strategic priorities.

Screening & Preparation – The SG reviewed and clustered the 
proposed strategic priorities for the Assembly session.

Strategic Consultation – The Assembly reviews and 
prioritises the proposed clusters, providing strategic guidance 
for selecting priorities to be taken forward.

Thematic Scoping – Subgroups refine the selected clusters 
into more specific topics or thematic directions.

Policy Alignment & Drafting – Topics are cross-checked with 
DG AGRI Units to ensure alignment with EU policy priorities.

Presentation & Validation (Steering Group) – Selected topics 

are presented for feedback and validation.

Submission – Final approval by DG AGRI and formal 
submission of AWPs by LOTs.

4th SG meeting 14th of May 2025 

Process of approval of the EU CAP Network AWP 

The process is articulated in six steps: 
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EU CAP Network Steering Group

5th SG meeting 28th of October 2025 

1. Update from the EU policy level, including the “CAP within the MFF 2028-2034”. 

2. Update from the EU CAP Network. 

3. Discussion about the priorities for the activities of the network,  

Suggestions and further developments  

• Distinguish between monitoring and evaluation 

with separate indicators. 

• Work on better use of data collected to perform 

in-depth analysis. 

4. Progress of the EU CAP Network Strategic Framework:

• Adopted by the Assembly in Decembre 2024. 

• Data collected and progress made within some of the networking objectives were presented. 

Positive aspects

• Comprehensive data collected.

• Important to further develop and refine the

strategic framework.

• Possible use of it as a self-assessment tool.
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