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CAP Income support
EUR  293,7 billion

Not ring-fenced
EUR 453 billion*

MFF – What is it for the CAP?

Interreg

Fisheries

Home 

affairs*

Union 

Facility

Unity Safety

Net

EUR 6,3 

billion

(*) EUR 217,8 million earmarked for less developed regions

• NRP fund: EUR 865 billion

• Minimum EUR 293.7 billion dedicated 

specifically and exclusively for CAP 

income support interventions (“ring-

fenced”)

• EUR 6.3 billion of the NRP Fund 

reserved for the Unity Safety Net 

(former agricultural reserve)

• EUR 453 billion of the NRP Fund 

remains unallocated to specific policies 

or purposes (not ring-fenced)

• 14% social and 10% rural target to be 

considered by MS when planning 

In current prices



Key elements of the CAP after 2027

• Building on a performance-based policy & strategic planning

• Safeguarding income support for farmers: CAP specificities 
preserved; targeted income support

• Simplification: less details; wider use of lump-sums; common and 
harmonised rules; easier access to other funds

• Synergies: a comprehensive, integrated approach to address the 
challenges of rural areas 

• Social sustainability: A set of measures to promote social 
sustainability beyond the safety net of social conditionality

• Resilience: comprehensive reply to crises and rising market 
uncertainties including through a dedicated “Unity Safety Net” 



A more flexible CAP toolbox 

CAP national recommendations and steering

Farm stewardship

Environment and climate priority areas

Types of support

Generational Renewal Strategy

Starter pack for young farmers

Authority in charge of data governance under the 

CAP

Measures to resolve specific problems

Committee procedure

Degressive area-based income support

Farm relief services

Sectoral interventions

Risk management tools

Agri-environmental and climate actions

Investments for farmers and forest

holders

Payment for natural and other area 

specific constraints

Setting-up of young farmers, new 

farmers, rural businesses and start-ups

Coupled income support

Crop specific payment for cotton

Payment for disadvantages resulting from 

certain mandatory requirements

Payment for small farmers

Exempted from reforms/milestones and 

budgetary flexibility (except on 

investment)

Crisis payments for farmers

Territorial and local cooperation

Knowledge sharing and innovation

LEADER

School scheme

POSEI-SAI

The CAP Regulation:

BUDGET SECURED (as minimum ringfencing)



• Beyond income support, farmers and rural areas can benefit 
from synergies in investments (e.g. services, infrastructure, 
bioeconomy, innovation, skills, biodiversity and conservation 
programmes, energy, and climate initiatives)

• Member States and regions shall ‘support strategies for the 
integrated development of (urban and) rural areas’ tapping on 
the broader NRP toolbox (latest proposal:10% rural target) 

• LEADER will continue to be a key tool for integrated territorial 
development, benefiting from a broader range of funding 
opportunities and expertise

• Cooperation projects for innovation (under the EIP-AGRI) will 
remain central to the policy and will benefit from opportunities for 
synergies with other EU instruments

Strengthening synergies 



• Targeting support to those who are most in need – focus on 
young and new farmers, women, family or small farmers, mixed 
farms and farms in areas with natural or other area-specific 
constraints 

• Mandatory degressivity (starting at EUR 20.000 per farmer/year) 
and capping (EUR 100 000 per farmer/year) 

• The planned average aid per hectare for degressive area-based 
income shall be not less than EUR 130 and not more than EUR 
240 for each Member State

• Coupled income support targeted to sectors and farms in 
difficulty  - from 13(+2)% of Direct Payments today to 20 (+5%) 
of most DABIS/small farmers + AECA + cotton support – with 
extended access to the increased optional top up (protein crops, 
mixed farms, risk of abandonment)

• Small farms – lump sums 3000 EUR/farm

Fairer and better targeted public support



New streamlined CAP’s green architecture
Environmental 

and climate 
priority Areas 

- MS should offer 
support

Agri-environmental 
and climate actions 

- Management 
commitments

- Transition payment 
(lump sum)

Mandatory 
requirements

- Natura 2000/WFD

- Other nature 
protected (< 5% 

of N2K)Accompanying 
support

- Knowledge / Advisory 
support

- Innovation 

- Cooperation

Green and non-
productive 

investments
- particularly for climate 

and water resilience

Farm stewardship

- Sensitive areas 
(carbon-rich, PG, 

landscape features)

- Soil health

- Watercourses and 
groundwater



• EU Generational Renewal Strategy

• National generational renewal strategies to focus and 
prioritise support for young farmers under the Plans in 
synergy with national interventions

• A more flexible definition of young farmer

• Possibility for Member State to refocus income support on 
young farmers’ needs

• New: A “starter pack” to provide easier access to 
comprehensive support to start and grow farm businesses, 
fostering entrepreneurship and grasping new opportunities

• New: Support to farm relief services to improve work-life 
balance and overall wellbeing, and create the space to focus 
on business development such as via training and upskilling

• New: Women in farming platform to be launched in 2026

Attracting a new generation of farmers



Thank you!
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