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How can the conservation and use of local
under-utilised varieties of perennial crops be
attractive & profitable for farmers and
thereby contribute to biodiversity-friendly
sustainable farming under climate change?
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Local and under-utilised perennial varieties (e.g. olives, nuts, grapes, herbs)
support climate adaptation thanks to traits like drought resistance and long-
term productivity.

Their low-input nature makes them ideal for organic and agroecological
farming systems.

Farmers can benefit from their unigue market potential: traditional varieties
often offer superior taste and cultural value, ideal for short supply chains and
local branding.

Conservation must be combined with active use: on-farm maintenance,
propagation, and participatory breeding are essential to keeping local varieties
alive.

Farmers need support services: identification tools, phytosanitary protocols,
propagation support, and advisory networks.



Establish new orchards and valorisation of
existing ones using a participatory approach

Test and implement small farmers market
access

Develop new product from old varieties

Implement farmer led demonstration farms:
created by farmers for farmers
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Improve Germplasm propagation, sanitation &
transfer

ldentify socio-economic factors in the
maintenance of traditional germplasm

Develop a more efficient Knowledge Transfer
& Information system by enhancing digital
tools

Utilise wild relatives in Evolutionary Plant
Breeding (EPB) networks

Integrate stakeholders in the breeding process
Conserve and monitor genetic resources
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Focus Group webpage

Focus Group factsheet

Focus Group report



https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-group-local-perennial-plant-genetic-resources-view-climate-change-and-biodiversity-loss
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/factsheet-local-perennial-plant-genetic-resources-view-climate-change-and-biodiversity
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/publications/eu-cap-network-focus-group-local-perennial-plant-genetic-resources-view-climate-change
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Subgroup on Innovation
and Knowledge Exchange (SolKE)

10th meeting
19 November 2025

All results and presentations are available on the event webpage:
Subgroup on Innovation and Knowledge Exchange (SolKE) - 10th
meeting | EU CAP Network



https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-10th-meeting
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/subgroup-innovation-and-knowledge-exchange-soike-10th-meeting
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