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Design of SCO applications in a regionalised context - the 
Italian “National Rural Network” experience



• 2014-2022 and previous programming
periods:
• “First pillar” of the Common Agricultural Policy

(CAP) managed nationally

• CAP “Second Pillar” through Rural Development
Programmes (RDPs) managed on a
decentralised basis by 21 administrative regions

• 2023-2027:
• Common Agricultural Policy managed nationally

through the CAP Strategic Plan (CSP)

• Regions still have an important role, especially
in Rural Development

1 A quick overview of the Italian national context 



The National Rural Network (NRN) and Simplified Cost Options (SCO) 2
• Phase 1 (from 2015 to 2018)

➢ information activities like seminars, workshops…

• Phase 2 (from 2016…)
➢ design of SCO calculation methods to be used by Managing Authorities (MA)

in their programs/measures

• Today (programming period 2023-27):
➢ a CSP line of intervention – IS01.08 SIMPLIFIED COSTS – aimed to “…support

MA on SCO implementation and design SCO calculation methods, including
those related to sectoral interventions under CAP first pillar”

➢ Dedicated working team and financial resources (advisors/experts,
certifications, market research, etc.)



Calculation methods designed so far…3
Tractors and combine harvesters (2016)
Permanent crops (2018)
Advisory services (2018)
Planning costs for investments (2019)
Olive mills (2020)
Preparatory support for LEADER (2022)
Training (2023)
Restructuring and planting of vineyards (2024)
Forestry training (ongoing..)
Farm buildings (ongoing..)



Communication & Visibility4
A dedicated page in the National
Network website, where news,
documents and calculation
methods are published, and
periodically updated

www.reterurale.it/costisemplificati

http://www.reterurale.it/costisemplificati
http://www.reterurale.it/costisemplificati
http://www.reterurale.it/costisemplificati
http://www.reterurale.it/costisemplificati
http://www.reterurale.it/costisemplificati


Farm advisory services5
• SCO type: unit costs

• Costs covered: farm advisors fees/salaries, 
travel expences, general expences 

• Approach: statistical data analysis (official 
statistics)

• Published in 2018, updated in 2023 and 
2025



Training for farmers and other rural actors6

• SCO type: unit costs

• Costs covered: trainer fees/salaries, 
room/facilities, e-learning platforms, general 
expences 

• Approach: statistical data analysis (market data)

• First edition 2023, to be updated soon



Training for forestry workers7

• SCO type: unit costs

• Costs covered: forestry trainer 
fees/salaries, machinery and 
equipment rental, food and travel 
expences for trainees, general 
expences 

• Approach: statistical data analysis 
(market data)

• …to be published soon



Final thoughts…8
The National Rural Network action has yielded positive outcomes:

• growing interest from regional and national administrations: more SCOs
requested and adopted -> administrative simplification

Some recommendations:

Preliminary analysis of data: before proceeding with a calculation method, make sure
that inputs (historical data, statistical data, market analysis, accounting practices..) are
available/can be obtain and can be used!

Certification by an independent body: although no longer a regulatory requirement,
a “third-body” certification is very useful. Start to work with the independent body as
early in the process as possible!



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Gianluca Giorgi (g.giorgi@masaf.gov.it) 
Stanislao Lepri (stanislao.lepri@gmail.com)
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