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The role of cooperation in
Swedish agriculture




Farming conditions

Agriculture 3 million hectares
Forest 29 million hectares

Average 50 hectare agriculture
land /farm

Natural constraints

Farms in the north and forest
dominated areas have
challenges to access markets
due to vast distances
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Population unevenly
distributed across the
country

* 10,6 million inhabitants (low
population density)

« 158 300 working in farming

* New technology can foster
more cooperation between
farms

Befolkningstathet
invanare per kvadratkilometer

B : 200
= 100 till < 200
> 50 till < 100
=10 till < 50
<10
Saknar befolkning
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Number of farms in Sweden 2013-2024 -

farmsize Jordbruks
verket
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« The total number of farms are decreasing, « Larger farms (+ 100 hectares)
55 000 in 2024 utilizes 64% of all arable land
* 46% of the farms utilizes less than

« Farms bigger than 100 hectares are 10 hectares each

Increasing



High ratio of rented land JordGruks

verket

Ratio of rented arable land 2013 and 2023

clustered on farm size » Around 45% of all agricultural land is

54% rented
48%

. » The ratio of rented land increases as
° 39% ) ) .
. the size of agricultural holdings
— Increases
22% 22%

14/ 14/  Larger farms rent more then 50 % of
their land
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Cooperatives play an important role in Jorenker>

Swedish agriculture

Market share of coopertatives in agricultural sectors:

» Cereals 75%
 Dairy 95%

* Meat 5%*

* Fruit & veg 50%
» Forestry 45%

*Before Lantmannen’s acquisition of HKScan’s Swedish operations
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Cooperatives play an important role in
swedish agriculture

Factors behind the development of successful cooperatives in
Sweden until today:

« Good management of activities
« Successful mergers and consolidation

* Maintaining the cooperative nature — keeping members
iInvolved in leading and controlling the companies

« Continuous training of members, ongoing dialogue and
communication
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Importance of
cooperation

« Economic and social effects

* Possibilities to access better
technology

« Research & innovation
 New business models
« Knowledge transfer

» Resillience

* Environment & climate
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Interventions in CAP

1. Support for knowledge exchange
and dissemination of information
(article 78)

2. Support for cooperation (article
77)

3. Support for cooperation,
specifically EIP-Agri (article 77)
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Knowledge Hubs: Bridging Research \3
and Practice 1

* Four knowledge hubs in Sweden act as
Impartial knowledge centers aimed at reducing
the distance between research and practice.

* They serve as hubs for the compilation and
dissemination of valuable insights, facilitating
knowledge exchange among stakeholders.
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» Regional clusters and subject-specific networks make
collaboration work better

« Geographical distances can be a challenge for collaboration,
both between researchers, advisors and farmers, and between
farmers

« Southern Sweden has stronger advisory networks and proximity
to knowledge centers

* Northern Sweden, with a colder climate and scattered
agricultural land, has more limited access to farm services

« |t difficult to have a unified strategy, due to risk of uneven
distribution of innovation and knowledge
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Challenges ahead

 Generational renewal
 Land abandonment

« Growing gap between large, small and
recently established farms
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Thank you for your
attention

Contact:
mattias.qgotting@jordbruksverket.se
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