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1. Challenges in rural areas
Actors:

• Farmers, agri-food sector SMEs, foresters, other rural businesses

• Local authorities, NGOs, LEADER LAGs

• Advisors, researchers, service providers

Challenges:

• Fragmented structure, quality standards & certifications

• Market power imbalance with large buyers, unfair trading practices

• Hard to reach critical mass

• Rural depopulation, quality of life, rural service provision

• Limited access to innovation/skills
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2. Why cooperation and collective initiatives matter

Benefits of cooperation:

• Economic: economies of scale, stronger bargaining power, better market access, lower 
administrative costs

• Environmental: joint resource management, sustainable practices, green/digital investments

• Social: stronger farming & rural communities, knowledge & expertise sharing, generational 
renewal, community engagement

What drives farmers, agri-food SMEs and rural stakeholders to cooperate: 

• Social capital, networks, norms, trust, joining forces

• Cooperation's scheme design features

• Economic & environmental concerns

• Farm characteristics (size, geographical area, etc.)
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3. Role of CAP in promoting cooperation

• Cooperation as a cross-cutting principle, embedded throughout the CAP

• Multiple entry points across the policy:

• SPR:

▪ Rural development interventions: support for cooperation interventions (Art. 77 of Reg. (EU)
2021/2115)

▪ Support to producer organisations and their associations (Arts. 42-67 of Reg.(EU) 2021/2115)

▪ AKIS (Art. 13 of Reg. (EU) 2021/2115), National and European CAP networks (Art. 126 of
Reg.(EU)2021/2115)

• CMO: recognition of producer organisations and interbranch organisations (Art. 152-158 of 
Reg. (EU) 1308/2013)
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4. Rural development policy interventions

• Dedicated interventions: costs of preparation and implementation of projects

• Support for farmers and rural stakeholders:

a) Fostering innovation in agriculture and rural areas (EIP operational groups)

b) Supporting participatory local development tools (LEADER, smart villages)

c) Promoting generational renewal and intergenerational cooperation (e.g. farm succession)

d) Setting up of producer groups

e) Supporting other forms of cooperation contributing to the economic, environmental and social 
development of the agricultural sector and rural areas (e.g. collective approaches to climate 
action, water management, digitalisation, animal diseases, business modernisation, protected areas etc.)
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5. SPR – Producer organisations and associations and
interbranch organisations

• Specific sectors are provided with cooperation tools under SPR (i.e., setting-up of 
POs)

• Key sectors: fruit & veg, olive oil & table olives, wine, apiculture, hops and other
sectors (e.g. eggs, potatoes, milk, sheep)

• Sectoral support aims, among others, to: 

• improve the bargaining power,

• concentrate the supply and place on the market the products of the PO,

• plans and organised the production,

• improve the competitiveness,

• boots products’ commercial value and quality, etc.
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6. Future of cooperation

• Vision for agriculture and food:

• Stronger incentives for risk-sharing through producer organisations and cooperatives

• Strengthen farmer’s position in the value chain by encouraging them to join cooperatives 
and/or associations 

• Focus on connectivity and digital skills, including collective adoption of innovations via 
cooperatives

• Reinforcement of participatory local development tools (LEADER, Smart Villages) and 
recognition of functional rural areas

• A renewed EU Rural Action Plan post-2027, anchored in the Rural Pact

• CAP post-2027 proposal:

• Territorial and local cooperation initiatives will be supported under the NRP Plans

• Cooperation is positioned as part of the CAP's long-term strategy
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Thank you
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