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Detected drought in the deeper levels of the soil in June

Increasing

drought

Severe drought in 2025 in Hungary (again)



WWF PowerPoint_content_example 4

The Great Plain of the Tisza is missing the water of the rivers

180 years
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Interventions in the Bereg area

- Planning: EU Horizon

MERLIN Project

- Pilot interventions:

Living Danube Partnership

(WWF + Coke Foundation)

1. Heightening a dyke

to protect croplands

2. Increase of the water level

in a nearby forest

1.

2.
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1st stage: Successful test inundation (2024)
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2nd stage: Field measures improve the inundation potential
Spring 2025

Measures under preparation…

…and in use
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Result 1 – Water in the previously dry channels
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Result 2 - Inundated forest and lush nearby orchard

25 ha Natura 2000 forest was inundated,

+86 ha positively affected

Nearby lands receive water under the ground, 

through increased soil moisture

= essential during drought
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Result 3 - Satisfied stakeholders

5-year cooperation

ALL STAKEHOLDERS (water managers, forest 

managers, municipalities, farmers) SUPPORTED the 

release and retention of water

= a unprecedented case



Before (spring 2025)

After (June/July 2025)
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1.

2.

Going forward: other blue areas
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