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Farm manager explaining new 
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• Swedish farmers already adapt to extreme weather through water 

management, some supported by CAP investment mechanisms

• Shown to underinvest in water: drainage (ca 50% of cropland) and 

irrigation water access ( ca 5% of cropland) 
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Example at the regional –local level: 

Smallscale irrigation reservoirs  (SE Sweden)

• Single farm investment 

• Extract surface ‘excess water ‘  (A)

• Construct ‘off-stream’  (B)

• Value water-biodiversity, nutrient retention (C)
Construct water storage off-stream 

(after Länsstyrelsen Skåne, ND)

Challenges: 

- Permits and legal procedure

- Cost

- Changing precipitation

(A)

(B)

(c)

Strengthen biodiversity values 

(Barron, 2025; SE Sweden)
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