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As highlighted in the , the availability of clean, reliable
water resources is key for our livelihoods, both for human health and wellbeing, food security,
and environmental sustainability. Yet, in the light of a changing climate, water is increasingly
becoming a scarce resource, affecting citizens, farmers, foresters, environment and
businesses alike. Not all regions and sectors will be affected in the same way, but rural areas
and communities in general and the forestry and agriculture sectors in particular are severely
affected by extreme weather events, such as droughts and floods, and water scarcity. Taking
action to improve water resilience to secure its ongoing availability is therefore paramount.
This is also reflected in various environmental and water policies address the sustainable use
of water resources (e.g. ). There is a range of options to reduce
the agriculture sector’s reliance on water, as well as to support rural areas to adapt to climate
change. These include the reduction of losses and leakages, the use of less water demanding
crops, smart farming and more efficient irrigation systems, rainwater harvesting as well as
nature-based solutions and improved soil health to increase water retention and infiltration to
help mitigate flooding.

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) provides an extensive toolbox as well as funding to
support agriculture, forest and rural areas in enhancing water efficiency, circularity and water
retention via national CAP Strategic Plans (CSPs). Due to different needs, some Member
States are more advanced than others in taking action in this area. There is huge potential to
build on existing experience to improve the overall water resilience in rural areas across the
EU.

In this first meeting of the Thematic Group (TG), we will look at Member States’ experiences
in designing and implementing CAP interventions to improve the water resilience in rural areas
through reducing water demand and increasing the efficiency of water use (e.g. changing to
less water intensive crops, increasing water re-use and investing in nature based solution to
improve infiltration and water retention in the landscape). We will explore what factors have
contributed to successful outcomes as well as challenges that need to be overcome.

e Share good practice examples of CAP actions and approaches to improve water resilience
in rural areas in a sustainable way (e.g. natural solutions for greater water retention within
the landscape, investments required to improve water efficiency or water re-use).

e Explore the success factors as well as the issues and challenges facing the design and
implementation of interventions for improving sustainable water resilience in rural areas.

e |dentify the main areas of interest for further in-depth discussion.


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1404
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2000/60/oj/eng
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08:45 — 09:00 | Registration — virtual meeting room opens

09:00 - 09:30 | Welcome & introduction to the TG on Improving Water
Resilience in Rural Areas through the CAP - Lijsa Haller, EU
CAP Network

09:30 - 10:30 | Addressing water related issues by improving water resilience
with different types of responses — Josselin Rouillard, Ecologic
Institute

Good practice examples of initiatives for improving water
resilience in rural areas in a sustainable way
- Improving water retention and infiltration: Carlo Vromans
(Deltaplan Agrarisch Waterbeheer DAW, the Netherlands)
- Landscape management plans: Corinna Friedrich (DVL
Landcare, Germany)
- Eco-schemes for water resilience: Nikolaos Karavas
(Ministry of Agriculture, Greece)
- Nature-based solutions in practice: Laurence Modrego
(WWF, EU)

Discussion and exchange — Moderated by Kaley Hart, EU CAP
Network

10:30 — 10:45 | Coffee break

10:45 - 12:00 | Feedback from Eol responses and introduction to Parallel
Group Sessions — Kaley Hart, EU CAP Network

Parallel group discussions: Positive experiences, success
factors and challenges facing the design and implementation of
interventions for improving water resilience in rural areas

Parallel groups with input on:
- Responses to water scarcity: Sonsoles Jiménez (University
of Malaga and farmer, Spain)
- Responses to excess water: Bram Van Nevel (Flemish
Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries, Belgium)
- Improving the institutional framework: Jennie Barron
(Swedish University of Agriculture, Sweden)

Breakout groups — Open discussion facilitated by EU CAP
Network
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12:00 — 12:45 | Harvesting from parallel discussions: Reflections on earlier
group discussion, including perspectives on the main themes
emerging and potential areas requiring further discussion during
the TG and prioritisation by TG members

- Noemi Nemes (Navdanya International)

- Airi Kulmala (Central Union of Agricultural Producers and

Forest Owners MTK, Finland)
- Gergely Arpadi (Ministry of Agriculture, HU)
- Josselin Rouillard (Ecologic Institute)

Discussion and exchange — Moderated by Peter Toth, EU CAP
Network

12:45 - 13:00 | Next steps and end of meeting — Lisa Haller, EU CAP Network.
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