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On-Farm demonstrations

"a practical exhibition and explanation of how something works or is 
performed” (Oxford dictionary)

“An authentic learning environment where farmers and other stakeholders can 
collaboratively explore and discuss agricultural practices in a setting that is 
both socially and physically embedded in the farm context” (Cooreman, 2021) 

Farmer-to-farmer exchanges

Multi-actor exchanges

Sensory experiences through 

interactions with farm environment
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Demonstration Farms

“Educational centres for 

experience-based learning that 

promote the practical viability of 

new or improved farm 

management practices and 

technologies through seeing 

and discussing” (Burton, 2017)
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Organizing Effective Demo Events

1. Define objectives & target group

2. Choose appropriate host farm

3. Design an engaging set-up

4. Promote the event

5. Facilitate interaction & diversify learning 

methods

6. Monitor, evaluate & follow up
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Great diversity in enabling structures and 
governance

Demo programmes embedded 

in formalised structures and 

networks in centralised 

advisory systems

Adaptive demo programmes in 

pluralistic advisory systems

Countries with strong public organisations 

and strong farmer organisations

E.g., Ireland, Poland, France, Austria

Changing collaborations and partnerships 

between private sector actors and NGOs

E.g., The Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden

Sustainability of the programme

Accumulated knowledge

Governance for farmer decision making

Short-term

Agile, opportunistic networking

Demand-driven

Innovative

Source: Ingram et al. 2021



E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Conclusion

Peer-to-peer leaning is an effective way to stimulate adoption of sustainable 
farming practices, but benefits from an organised and structured approach

On-farm demonstrations offer authentic, place-based learning experiences 
that resonate with farmers’ real-world contexts and needs, but require 
facilitation to stimulate interactions with the social and physical environment. 

On-farm demonstrations can be supported through a variety of structures and 
networks, ranging from a strong embeddedness in (public) formalized 
structures and networks to adaptive collaborative support mechanisms
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Thank you for 
your attention!
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All information on the seminar is available on the event webpage:

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-seminar-farm-
demonstrations-peer-peer-learning-innovation 
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