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1. Introduction: objectives and aims

• Highlight the environmental, economic & social benefits of sustainable livestock systems

○ focus on consumer perception

• Practices such as silvopastoralism, rotational grazing, & regenerative agriculture to advocate 

for a systemic shift towards multifunctional land use supporting ecosystem restoration, 

carbon sequestration, soil regeneration, & biodiversity enhancement. 

• Provide foundation for policy frameworks, market differentiation, & public awareness 

that position these systems as central to sustainable food production and rural resilience in 

the EU.
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2. State of the art: challenges and barriers

• Public perception often 

fails to distinguish 

between sustainable and 

unsustainable livestock 

systems. 

• Intensive systems 

dominate, contributing to 

environmental pressures. 

Source: www.contextoganadero.com
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2. State of the art: challenges and barriers

● Public misunderstanding > Low market 

recognition for sustainable systems.

● Lack of ES standardised indicators and not 

enough  tools for assessing & monetizing 

ES.

● Limited access to certification and market 

channels for small-scale farmers.

● Policy instruments do not reflect adequately 

regional diversity & ecological value

Source: FoLSol® Labelling solution
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2. State of the art: challenges and barriers

➔These barriers hinder the adoption of 

systems that deliver high environmental 

performance.

➔They also limit the visibility and market 

value of products from such systems. 

➔An holistic policy and innovation 

framework is needed to address these 

challenges.

Source: https://www.fsproduce.com
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3. Best Practices: Inspiring Examples

• Ramats de Foc: a Catalan initiative that 

integrates pastoralism into wildfire 

prevention strategies, creating economic 

value through labeled meat and dairy 

products.

• Pasture for Life: UK-based certification 

promoting 100% pasture-fed systems, 

including traceability tools.
Source: www.ramatsdefoc.org
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• ROC (Regenerative Organic Certified): 

combines soil, animal, and social sustainability 

in a global label.

• Elige Ganadería Extensiva: a platform that 

maps extensive livestock farms in Spain to 

highlight their ecosystem services.

Source: https://elige.ganaderiaextensiva.org/

3. Best Practices: Inspiring Examples
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1.Ecosystem services for extensive grazing: OG to identify, valorize, and monetize 

ecosystem services from extensive livestock (e.g. carbon, fire prevention).

2.Engaging the conscious consumer: OG on consumer engagement through traceability, 

transparency, and storytelling platforms.

3.Smart indicators for sustainable livestock: OG to develop regionally adaptable 

environmental indicators for policy and certification schemes.

4.Renewable livestock futures: OG to support integration of renewable energy and fossil-

fuel-free models in grazing systems.

4. Ideas for Operational Groups (OGs)
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5. Research needs from practice

1.Operational models for PES (Payments for Ecosystem Services) tailored to 

regional contexts.

2.Deep analysis of consumer behavior and willingness to support sustainable 

meat products.

3.Development of SMART, scalable indicators for biodiversity, soil health, and 

carbon storage.

4.Energy use efficiency comparisons between fossil and renewable-based 

systems in livestock farming.

5.Inclusive policies that combine fair compensation for smallholders with 

traditional insights into adaptive grazing.



EU CAP NETWORK PRESENTATION

6. Conclusion

• Sustainable livestock systems offer a transformative path toward climate adaptation, 

biodiversity recovery, and rural revitalization. 

• Through differentiation based on science and ecosystem outcomes, such systems can 

move from the margins to the mainstream. 

• This requires investment in research, coherent policy (co) design, robust monitoring 

tools, and, mainly, consumer education. 

• Empowering farmers and communities to co-create this transition will be essential to 

align agriculture with the EU Green Deal and biodiversity goals.
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Thanks!

Jacopo Goracci jacopogoracci@hotmail.com

Beatrice Bellavia beatrice.bellavia@euromontana.org

mailto:jacopogoracci@hotmail.com
mailto:beatrice.bellavia@euromontana.org
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