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How are farmers perceived?

Common narratives in the media & public discourse, and 
where these come from 

Natasha Foote - Agrifood Journalist



E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Media landscape

Less specialised 

Agriculture with environment

Less time 

Farming NOT a sexy beat

Poor training

Broken trust 

News fatigue 
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Main narratives
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Farmer image 

Male, white, old, flannel shirt and hat (cliché),

often pristine; shown on a tractor/ with machinery
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Angry farmer 
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Farming vs environment 
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Sustainability as a burden

The ‘trade-off’ argument
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Agribashing… vs romanticisation 
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Struggling farmer… vs ‘armchair’ farmer 
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Food producer 

Primary role
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Gap between farmers and rest of society, and vice 
versa - feeling of poor understanding of the reality of 
farming

Urban/ rural divide 



E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Natasha Foote

natashafoote.freelance@gmail.com

Thank you! 
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