
Terre de liens

France. An initiative to ease access to land.



❏ France : a structured agricultural land policy

❏ SAFER (Land Development and Rural Establishment 
Societies) : key role in regulating the land market, 
facilitating farm installations, and prioritizing projects of 
collective interest

❏ However, challenges such as young farmers' limited 
access to land, rising land prices, and lack of long-term 
security 

❏ Despite the important role of SAFER in regulating the 
land market, these  issues persist due to speculative 
pressures, urbanization, and increasing demand for 
agricultural land. Private investors and non-agricultural 
buyers often compete with farmers, driving up prices 
and sometimes bypassing regulatory mechanisms. 
SAFER’s scope is limited

❏ Led to the creation of Terre de Liens in 2003



Over 8,000 hectares of farmland secured, 
supporting more than 300 farming projects.

Terre de Liens : French initiative, launched in 
2003, facilitate access to farmland for new and 
sustainable farmers.
❏ Preserve agricultural land, promote sustainable farming practices, and 

combat land speculation : 
❏ Purchasing farmland through citizen investment
❏ Renting land affordably to farmers committed to agroecology
❏ Raising awareness about the importance of protecting farmland

❏ Funding model : Citizen contributions via shares in the Terre de Liens 
investment fund, donations and partnerships with NGOs and local 
governments

❏ Access to resources
❏ Skills development
❏ Holistic approach Encourages sustainable practices

while integrating farms into local economies. Fund
raising, land buying, training, knowledge.

❏ Diversity and inclusion: Facilitates opportunities for
small-scale farmers and diverse profiles, including
women.

❏ Health and life quality : Indirectly

Key points addressed



❏ Participants: Farmers, volunteers, citizens,
municipalities, and environmental
organizations

❏ Funding Model of Terre de Liens
participatory and solidarity-based
financing model with complementary
sources

❏ Citizen Savings via the Foncière
❏ Donations and Bequests via the

Foundation: Contributions from
individuals, companies, and
organizations fund general-interest
projects, preserve farmland, and raise
awareness of land issues.

❏ Public Subsidies
❏ Partnerships with Local Authorities

and Companies: Municipalities co-
finance land acquisitions, while private
companies back agricultural and
environmental initiatives

Institutional organisation

Fédération 
(national 

association)
The Foncière Terre de 

Liens
Agricultural solidarity investment structure : 
acquires and manages farmland to lease it to 

farmers committed to agroecological practices. 
Capital composed of savings from c itizens and 
private institu tions that have chosen to invest 

with high social and environmental value.

Foundation
long-term support by funding 
projects of general interest 
(donations and bequests, of 
land, farms and money)
Recognized of public utility 

19 territorial associations
mobilize citizens and partners, advise local authorities, identify 
land to preserve, and support agricultural projects in their 
region

The Training 
Center 

Offers program s to 
strengthen the  skil ls of 
stake hol ders, inc luding 

voluntee rs, partne rs, a nd 
farm ers.

European network Access to 
Land

Promotes the sharing of best practices and 
influences land policies

This unique and hybrid model blends 
citizen solidarity, institutional support, and 
agricultural revenue, securing farmland for 
sustainable farming
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