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OPUL - Background

e OPUL = Agri-environmental Programme in AT

e 26 measures incl. eco-schemes, agri-environmental and climate commitments, animal

welfare payments & payments under Natura 2000 & the Water Framework Directive

* Voluntary participation: ~ 84% of all IACS holdings, > 80% of utilized agricultural area
(excluding alpine pastures)

* Compensation of environmental services (additional costs and income foregone)

e OPUL-measures “Environmentally friendly and biodiversity-promoting land management”

and “organic farming”: at least 7% of arable and grassland areas dedicated to biodiversity
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OPUL - Enhancing biodiversity on arable land & grassland

Arable land Grassland

— furtherincrease to 7% — furtherincrease to 7%

— improved composition of species — improved management options:

— prolonged management-free periods a.) delayed first cut

— sowing species-rich mixtures b.) prolonged management-free periods

c.) old grass strip

d.) sowing species-rich mixtures ~

Plus: 3h compulsory training with focus on biodiversity areas

2023: ~140.000 ha of biodiversity area
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The project: OPUL verbindet — OPUL connects

* RD-Project supported under ,Studies and investments to preserve, restore and
improve natural heritage — nature conservation” (M7)

« Main Goal: Establishment of model regions for interlinking habitats through OPUL
measures > achieve optimal benefits for biodiversity

* Farmers and biodiversity experts are jointly implementing biodiversity measures
which are closely monitored, evaluated, further improved (discussed) and
communicated

* Three model regions — over a dozen farms — individual measures at farm level

* Exchange of knowledge & expertise, networking & stakeholder involvement
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Three model regions
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Goals

* Development of an effective system of interlinked

biotopes through OPUL measures

* Ecological monitoring to evaluate the effects

achieved through OPUL biodiversity measures

* Increase acceptance of OPUL biodiversity

measures
e Establishment of regional training and - S A
facilitation centres ‘ © Blatt Bodyersitat
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Results

* |Individual measures at farm level make an overall

contribution to biodiversity

* Over 37 hectares of biodiversity areas have been

created in three model regions so far

* Positive mind-set and higher acceptance amongst
famers beyond obligations and restrictions of AEM

due to bottom-up & practical approach

e Changes in land management based on “in the

field”-experiences & observations
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