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Introduction



There are over  31  Leader  LAGs that  offers
Youth Leader  Act ion -  e i ther  funding or
other  inf luencing act iv i t ies  or  both.  
  

About youth Leader



The Youth Leader  fund started back in  2010 in  2 North-
Ostrobothnian Leader  groups for  support ing youngster ´ s
own project  ideas

Right  now 21  of  the F inn ish LAGs have a Youth Leader  fund
or  youth act iv i t ies

The network  around Youth Leader  and youth act iv i t ies  in
F inn ish LAGs started to bui l t  up about  3-4 years  ago

In 2021  we founded the Coordinat ion group

Introduction



Introduction
The idea behind the Youth Leader  fund is  to be able to g ive a
concrete tool  for  the local  youth aged 13-29-years  to develop
thei r  home area.

With the fund they are able to start  or  develop act iv i t ies  they
f ind important .

Because of  the Youth Leader  fund we are more able to engage
youngsters  in  our  own development st rategies and inc lude them
in our  decis ion making processes.  

 

BACKGROUND



Youth Leader fund



Youth Leader fund
Youth Leader  fund prov ides f inancia l  support  for  the
local  youngsters ´  own pro jects .  

Young people aged 13-29-years  can apply  for  the fund
to organize an event  or  buy ing hobby equipment .  Young
people can a lso apply  the fund for  implement ing thei r
own bus iness  ideas.  

The ru les  and the amount  of  the fund var ies  wi th in
di f ferent  Leader-groups.  Approx imately  youngsters  can
apply  pro jects  for  100–1000€

W H A T  I S  I T ?



Examples of
Youth fund

More examples at
www.nuorisoleader.fi  

escape rooms
events
sport equipment
theatre
materials
advertising

http://www.nuorisoleader.fi/
http://www.nuorisoleader.fi/


.  
 

Statistics

Approximately 13
youngsters own project

applications in a year per
Leader LAG

367 youth
project fund

application in
total in Finland

Within a year in
Finland we have
funded  youth

projects for 177 330€

Average youth
project funds are
483€ per project 



Youth Action
Group



Youth
Action
inspires



Youth Action Groups
With the Youth Act ion Groups we want  to offer  d iverse poss ib i l i t ies  to  young
people l i v ing in  the area to get  invo lved in  rura l  development .  Youth act ion groups
are pol i t ica l l y  and re l ig ious ly  independent .  

Leader  youth act ion groups are open for  a l l  youngsters  that  are interested in
developing thei r  local  rura l  areas or  in  decis ion making.  

In  the youth act ion groups youngsters  evaluate the Youth Leader  fund
appl icat ions .  In  some groups youngsters  are engaged in  rura l  development  wi thout
the fund.  12 Leader  LAGs have youth members  in  the i r  decis ion making board.

W H A T  I S  I T ?



Youth Action Groups
The focus i s  on the part ic ipat ion of  young people.

Cooperat ion with  munic ipal  youth work ,  schools  and other
organizat ions/associat ions/LAGs is  important  for  reaching young
people.

Also in  Leader  funds the Youth Act ion Group is  inc luded in
decis ion making about  pro jects  that  are invo lv ing young people.

Y O U T H  I N V O L V E M E N T



Got many new f r iends and connect ions
New f r iends f rom local  area and f rom
further  parts  of  F in land and a lso few
fr iends f rom Sweden 
I  have had the opportun i ty  to inf luence
the sur rounding area
I  was able to br ing local  young
people 's  ideas and thoughts  into
decis ion-making

The best things in Leader Youth
Action 

L A U R I  H A M M A R É N ,  
L E A D E R  K Ä R K I  R Y

The opportun i ty  to have impact  on
local  matters  has been a lways
interest ing for  me.  
I t ’ s  real ly  rewarding work .  
I ’ ve made a p lenty  of  new f r iends
along my journey.  
I t  g ives  me valuable work ing
exper ience for  my future l i fe .

V E E T I  K O N D R A T J E F F ,  
L E A D E R  K Ä R K I  R Y



International
cooperation



The younsgters  are genera l l y  in terested in
internat ional  act ions  and are a very  good
target  group to work  wi th  and for  in
internat ional  cooperat ions .

Youth cooperat ion can be funded by Leader  or
f rom other  funds ,  l i ke  Erasmus+.

17  Leader  LAGs implemets  internat ional
cooperat ion that  inc ludes youngsters .  F inn ish
LAGs have cooperated with  Germany ,  Romania ,
Scot land,  Po land,  Spain ,  Sweden,  I ta ly ,  Eston ia
and Latv ia .

International youth actions
WHAT?



Coordination group
The group cons ists  of  Leader  youth workers
and the idea is  to produce t ra in ing and
informat ion for  the network .

In  the group,  we also th ink  about  current
issues together  and share exper iences.  

The group inc ludes 10 Leader
groups ,  which in i t ia l l y  wanted to
develop Youth Leader .  



Conclusions
The youth i s  the future!

We have to take into cons iderat ion the youngsters  needs and wishes for
what i s  happening in  thei r  home area.

Youngsters  have new and innovat ive ideas ,  that  can help development
ins ide the organizat ion,  local ly  and regional ly .

 We can show throughout  our  act ions that  the region is  l i veable ,  v iv id
and interest ing.  That  helps the youngsters  to have a better  p icture of
the area,  which helps to keep them in  the area or  br ings them back after
thei r  s tudies  

W H Y  T O  D O  Y O U T H  W O R K ?



Conclusions
We offer Youth Action and Youth Leader funds for the youngsters so they can
really influence in rural areas.

Youth Leader funds is all about trusting the youngsters, they usually have
great ideas! The main thing is about learning important life skills and project
work.

In Finland we want to develop Youth Leader in Coordination group so that
these good practices could be spread throughout Europe.



Keep in touch
nuorisoleaderk@suomenkylat.fi



Contact
Riina Nokelainen
Phone:+358 44 0863506
E-mail:r i ina.nokelainen@karki leader.fi
Website:www.karki leader.fi
Social media:

@karkileader / @karkinuoret

@leaderkarki

Etelä-Karjalan Kärki-Leader

mailto:%20rita.kovacs@rieskaleader.fi


Thank
you!


