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Carbon farming is a way to incentivise farmers and foresters 
for implementing climate-friendly practices that:

What is carbon farming?

Source: Carbon farming and carbon storage in products - European Commission (europa.eu) -

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/carbon-removals-and-carbon-farming_en#carbon-farming

Enhance carbon 

sequestration 

and storage in 

forests and soils.

Reduce 

greenhouse gas 

emissions from 

soils.

or

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/carbon-removals-and-carbon-farming_en#carbon-farming
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Rewetting and 
restoring 
peatlands and 
wetlands to 
reduce carbon 
oxidation and 
increase 
carbon 
sequestration 
potential.

Effective carbon farming practices

Integrating 
trees or shrubs 
with crop 
and/or animal 
production.

Reforestation 
respecting 
ecological 
principles for 
biodiversity 
and 
sustainable 
forest 
management.

Implementing 
catch crops,  
cover crops,  
conservation 
tillage and  
landscape 
features to 
protect soils 
and enhance 
soil organic 
carbon.

Making more 
efficient use of 
fertilisers to 
reduce 
emissions of 
nitrous oxide 
from 
agricultural 
soils.

Peatlands & 

wetlands

Agroforestry 

& mixed 

farming

Farm 

practices
Reforestation Fertilisers

The Commission will assess by 2026 whether to expand the scope of carbon farming to the reduction of greenhouse gases related to livestock activities.

Source: Carbon farming and carbon storage in products - European Commission (europa.eu) -

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/carbon-removals-and-carbon-farming_en#carbon-farming

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/carbon-removals-and-carbon-farming_en#carbon-farming
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37
interventions  

supporting 
wetland and 

peatland 
maintenance 

and 
conservation 

(L51X) or 
restoration 

(L52X)

Effective carbon farming practices

42
interventions

supporting 
agroforestry 

(L3X)

109
intervention
supporting 

afforestation 
(Y1X) or 

forest 
restoration 

and 
reforestation 

(Y21)

23 interventions 
supporting Catch 
crops (R17)

52 interventions 
supporting low or no 
tillage S11 S12

59 interventions 
supporting cover 
crops (S23X) or 
green cover on 
permanent crop 
(S25)

803
intervention
supporting 
fertilisation 

and soil 
amendments 

(FX)

Peatlands & 

wetlands

Agroforestry 

& mixed 

farming

Farm practices Reforestation Fertilisers

Source: CAP strategic plans, up to 15 March 2024
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Verification of the results for 
which a payment is provided. 
Focuses on biodiversity.

hybrid delivery model with 
fixed payment rates and 
result-based payments to 
participating farmers

Most payments are results-
based using score cards 
specifically designed for 
the land types and regions 
involved.

Result-based interventions for carbon farming - Insights 
from an ongoing review of result-based interventions

Contributes to carbon storage 
in soils and biomass, 
preserving habitats and 
species and improving 
NATURA 2000 management

Results indicators for:

healthy and functional soil,

oak regeneration,

bio-diverse Mediterranean 

landscape, 

singular elements promoting 

biodiversity.

Beneficiary identifies the 
theme from a list defined by 
the regional authority and has 
to fulfil mandatory result 
indicators :

increase in carbon balance 
of at least 15%

...

IRELAND: "AECM 

Cooperation”

PORTUGAL: "D.2.2 - 

Management of 

payments by results"

FRANCE: "70.27 - Flat-

rate MAEC “Transition 

of practices”"
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Outside the CSPs:

Label Bas Carbon

California's Compliance Offset Programme – USA

Carbon Farming Initiative – Australia

Result-based interventions for carbon farming - Insights 
from an ongoing review of result-based interventions
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Carbon farming is a key component for reaching carbon neutrality by 2050.

Assessing the effectiveness & efficiency of interventions supporting farm practices 
contributing to carbon farming may help MS prepare the next programming period.

Many interventions support farm practices that contribute to carbon farming.

Carbon farming will be one of the themes of interest for evaluators when 
evaluating those types of interventions (e.g. eco-schemes, ENVCLIM)

Interventions contributing to carbon farming usually also have other objectives and 
should not only be evaluated based only on their effective contribution to carbon 
sequestration (e.g. soil health, biodiversity, etc).

If the intervention makes a reference to carbon sequestration, then an evaluation 
question such as “To what extent the intervention has contributed to carbon 
farming?” would deserve its slot within the effectiveness chapter.

Why assess carbon farming?
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