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Report on the implementation of the long-
term vision for EU’s rural areas

Report from the EC

(March 2024)

1. New evidence under the four action areas 

2. Looking back at 30 months of implementation 

2.1. How do EU policies contribute to rural areas?

2.2. Where are we with the implementation of the EU rural action 
plan?

2.3. The launch and development of the rural pact 

3. Looking forward 

1. Consolidating achievements and implementing the EU rural 
action plan 

2. Consolidating the rural pact 

3. Reflecting on how to enhance support for rural areas in the 
future 

4. Conclusions and next steps

Staff working documents: ‘Taking stock of rural action plan implementation’ & ‘Reviewed EU rural action plan’

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:COM_2024_0450_FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:SWD_2024_0450_FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:SWD_2024_0451_FIN
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Areas of synergy – LTVRA / EU CAP Network
EU CAP network contributions to the EU rural action plan (examples)

Soil health

LTVRA: Flagship action on ‘A soil deal for 
Europe’

EU CAP Network: Focus Group 
'Regenerative agriculture for soil health’

Carbon farming

LTVRA: Flagship action on ‘Addressing 
climate change in peatland through 

carbon farming’

EU CAP Network: Good practice workshop 
‘Assessment of carbon farming’

LEADER

LTVRA: ‘Enhanced networking for 
LEADER and Smart villages’

EU CAP Network Subgroup on LEADER 
and territorial development

Research and innovation

LTVRA: Flagship ‘Research and 
innovation for rural communities’

EU CAP Network:
Workshop: Young entrepreneurs - 

Engines of innovation in rural areas

Focus Group ‘Social farming and 

innovations’

Focus Group competitive and resilient 

mountain areas.

Bioeconomy

LTVRA: Promoting the development of a 
sustainable bioeconomy in rural areas

EU CAP Network: 
Focus group on Supporting the needs of 

forest dominant rural areas and 
municipalities

https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/resilient_en#flagship-a-soil-deal-for-europe
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/resilient_en#flagship-a-soil-deal-for-europe
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-group-regenerative-agriculture-soil-health_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-group-regenerative-agriculture-soil-health_en
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/resilient_en#flagship-addressing-climate-change-in-peatland-areas-through-carbon-farming
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/resilient_en#flagship-addressing-climate-change-in-peatland-areas-through-carbon-farming
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/resilient_en#flagship-addressing-climate-change-in-peatland-areas-through-carbon-farming
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/news/carbon-farming-good-practice-publication_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/news/carbon-farming-good-practice-publication_en
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/stronger_en#enhanced-networking-for-leader-and-smart-villages
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/stronger_en#enhanced-networking-for-leader-and-smart-villages
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/subgroup-leader-and-territorial-development_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/subgroup-leader-and-territorial-development_en
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/stronger_en#flagship-creating-a-stronger-innovation-ecosystem-for-rural-areas
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/stronger_en#flagship-creating-a-stronger-innovation-ecosystem-for-rural-areas
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-young-entrepreneurs-engines-innovation-rural-areas_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-young-entrepreneurs-engines-innovation-rural-areas_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/social-farming-and-innovations_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/social-farming-and-innovations_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-group-competitive-and-resilient-mountain-areas_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-group-competitive-and-resilient-mountain-areas_en
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/prosperous_en#promoting-the-development-of-a-sustainable-bioeconomy-in-rural-areas
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/prosperous_en#promoting-the-development-of-a-sustainable-bioeconomy-in-rural-areas
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/supporting-needs-forest-dominant-rural-areas-and-municipalities-laying-groundwork-network-under_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/supporting-needs-forest-dominant-rural-areas-and-municipalities-laying-groundwork-network-under_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/supporting-needs-forest-dominant-rural-areas-and-municipalities-laying-groundwork-network-under_en
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Areas of synergy – Rural pact / EU CAP Network (1)

Skills

Rural Pact: Good practice webinar on Strengthening digital 
skills of rural people to benefit from the digital era 

(8 June 2023)
EU CAP Network: Thematic Group on Nurturing Skills for a 

Thriving and Sustainable Agricultural Sector
(9 October 2023 – 16 January 2024)

Health

Rural Pact: Enhancing access to health services in rural areas
(30 November 2023)

EU CAP Network: Thematic Group on Supporting the Mental 
Health of Farmers and Farming Communities

(27 February and 28 May 2024)

https://rural-vision.europa.eu/events/strengthening-digital-skills-rural-people-benefit-digital-era-2023-06-08_en
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/events/strengthening-digital-skills-rural-people-benefit-digital-era-2023-06-08_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/thematic-group-nurturing-skills-thriving-and-sustainable-agricultural-sector_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/thematic-group-nurturing-skills-thriving-and-sustainable-agricultural-sector_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/good-practice-webinar-enhancing-access-health-services-rural-areas_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/supporting-mental-health-farmers-and-farming-communities_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/supporting-mental-health-farmers-and-farming-communities_en
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Areas of synergy – Rural Pact / EU CAP Network (2)

Actions targeting the national level

LTVRA: 

► Work with National experts from the Rural pact support office + 
Rural pact coordination group members on actions to take in 
various countries

► Policy brief “Making the Rural Pact happen in Member States” 
(2023) and work on making it happen at local level (2024)

► Elaboration of country fiches (2024)

EU CAP Network/CAP networks: 

► National networks knowledge cluster on LTVRA (RPSO invited)

► Finland web page on the rural vision
Available in 24 
EU languages

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/publications/making-rural-pact-happen-member-states_en#section--resources
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Looking forward – EU policies

Contributions from
EU institutions & 

stakeholders

?
Questions 

for 
reflection

Debate on 
post-2027 EU 

policies

(> Mid-2025)
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Ways forward – Questions for reflection

► What are the key challenges arising from depopulation, ongoing transitions and structural changes?

► What are the best ways to address them in a targeted way? 

► How to enhance financial support for rural areas and communities through EU, national and regional funds, 
including improving synergies and complementarities?

► What is needed to improve financing, quality of delivery and effectiveness via e.g. CLLD/LEADER?

► How to improve the monitoring and assessment of the resources from the different EU funds and 
programmes?

► What is needed to improve access to support for the final beneficiary?

► What can be done for wider implementation of the rural proofing mechanism at all levels?

► What are the best policy tools to ensure institutional, governance and integrated support for rural areas?

► How to improve the availability of policy-relevant rural statistics and data, without increasing the 
administrative burden?
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Ways forward - Opportunities for debate

9th Cohesion forum (11-12 April 2024)

Rural Pact coordination group (16 April + November 2024, spring 2025)

Joint technical workshop ‘Solidarity and rural communities’ (16-17 May 2024)

Two Rural Pact policy labs (September, December 2024)

The next Rural pact conference (Spring 2025) 

EU CAP Network events (to be discussed)

Strategic Dialogue on the future of EU agriculture (January to summer 2024)



https://www.rural-vision.europa.eu

Join the Rural Pact Community and online platform

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en 
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