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Itullun and Multese LAGs cooperate for the reservutlon of
the genetic resources of olive trees

Maltese and Italian Local Action Groups worked together with a research institution to protect the genetic

resources of olive trees in the Maltese Islands.
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Summary

This LEADER project involved a transnational exchange of good
practices in olive tree cultivation between two Local Action Groups
from Malta and Italy. Knowledge-sharing focused on the recovery
and exploitation of a local Maltese variety of olive tree that pro-
duces extra virgin oil. Several awareness-raising and dissemina-
tion activities were organised, followed by the publication of press
and scientific articles.
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Project results

> The genetic study identified 46 different genotypes in Maltese
olive trees.

> The study supported the preservation of the Maltese olive ger-
mplasm and highlighted its importance as a genetic source ca-
pable of facing new agronomic challenges and future climatic
constraints.

> The project created two fixed-term full-time jobs.

Key lessons and recommendations

> LEADER supports and improves the resilience of mainstream
agrifood products, such as olives.

> LEADER-funded transnational cooperation projects can make a
significant contribution to knowledge transfer.
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In 2015, the Valle Umbra e Sibillini LAG in central Italy hosted repre-
sentatives of a Maltese LAG at an open-day event focused on olive
mills and olive oil traditions. This exchange between the two LAGs
laid the foundations for further cooperation, and the LAGs devel-
oped a joint project to work on the recovery, characterisation and
evaluation of the genetic resources of olive trees on the Maltese
Islands.

The Local Development Strategy, implemented by the Maltese
‘Xlokk' LAG, included only a few initiatives that supported the mar-
keting of tourism products and cultural assets in the territory. This
project therefore represented a good opportunity to strengthen one
of the main products of the area (olive oil). Detailed research and
enhanced promoation would highlight the native, quality olive oil of
the territory, enhancing the overall tourism offer.
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The aims of this transnational cooperation (TNC) project were to:

Promote the exchange of experiences, know-how and collab-
oration between different countries through the sharing of in-
formation and through raising awareness of local agricultural
operators and educational institutions.

Map the genetic resources of the native Maltese varieties of olive,
dating back centuries. In collaboration with the Italian institute,
which specialises in this field of research, the recovery of native
varieties of olive would eventually help to regenerate olive oil
production from these old varieties.
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Project activities included:

Providing a Master's degree studentship for a young researcher
to work at the Italian National Research Council of Perugia and
learn more about several research developments in the field of
olive growing.

Organising two visits to Foligno, Umbria for a delegation of five
Maltese representatives. The first visit was held in November
2021. The delegation included olive farmers, who visited several
olive groves to better understand how to manage their trees. The
second visit took place in April 2022, with 20 participants. This
larger delegation had the opportunity to meet and learn from
people involved in the olive industry, and to learn about the latest
findings of Italian and Maltese researchers.

Organising an information seminar in October 2022 in Malta,
with around 130 people attending (mainly local olive producers).
The seminar was also attended by experts in the field and the
general public.

Publishing two scientific papers (the firstin September 2022, the
second in May 2023), in which the Maltese and Italian research-
ers jointly shared their findings.

Publishing five newspaper articles about the project's closure on
L-Orizzont, In-Nazzjon, Times of Malta, The Malta Independent
and Malta Today; and issuing two leaflets (1 000 copies each).
The Xlokk LAG also published educational/information clips on
its Facebook page and YouTube account, reaching thousands
of viewers.
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Main results
> The genetic study identified 46 different genotypes in Maltese

olive trees; it also found that some still-living ancient olive trees
are at serious risk of extinction due to abandonment, urban
expansion and environmental threats.

> The study supported the preservation of the Maltese olive germ-

plasm, and highlights its importance as a rich genetic resource,
capable of facing new agronomic challenges and future climatic
constraints.

> The project supported two full-time jobs in the Maltese LAG

during its implementation.

Key lessons and recommendations

>

>

LEADER can support and improve the resilience of mainstream
agricultural products, such as olives.

In terms of reach and engagement, the project exceeded the
partner’s initial expectations; with around 130 participants from
various sectors attending the information seminar, and the social
media video clips reaching thousands of viewers within just a few
days. The Foundation's administration and staff members now
have the opportunity to collaborate on a new international coop-
eration project thanks to this positive experience, which further
enhances the LEADER network.

TNC between the two LAG and research institutes from different
countries was an exciting learning experience for all involved. The
project contributed to the transfer of ideas and experiences, all in
order to improve olive oil production.
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Quote

“The cooperation involving both research and hands-on
experiences proved to be successful, a great learning
exercise.”

GAL Xlokk Foundation

Additional information:

www.galxlokk.com
www.facebook.com/reel/1339076190157385

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJOmTtFmJ6w

www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVCvz8A0gKg
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