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Reflection

By introducing the CAP Strategic Plans, the EU 

legislators shifted the orientation of the CAP 

implementation from compliance to performance

What does the statement mean?

…in general, but in particular when it comes to providing 

assurance



CAP performance model

CAP Strategic Plan 

based on SWOTs and 

needs assessment

Outputs feeding into 

milestones and targets

Performance of the CAP



Performance model  

Basic principle: 

If the approved plans are 

implemented by the Member 

States, then the planned results 

will be achieved, and “make the 

CAP perform”



Paying the CAP beneficiaries

MS will check the eligibility of 
the beneficiaries according to 
the approved plans (Art 59(1a) 
HZR) and make payments.

Payments are not linked to 
achieved results!

1

MS regularly declare the 
expenditure and must 
ensure they declare only 
legal and regular 
expenditure to the 
Commission.

2

The Commission will 
reimburse the 
expenditure to the MS in 
the month/quarterly 
declarations.

3

Clearing of MS 
expenditure by the 
Commission

4



MS must ensure effective protection of 

the financial interests of the Union 

through checking the legality and 

regularity of operations 

MS must 

• put in place efficient management and 

control systems 

• and take the actions to ensure the 

proper functioning of those systems 

and the legality and regularity of 

expenditure declared to the 

Commission

How do we ensure that 
performance is “real”?



• It is not about controlling the 
performance of the policy, but 
about gaining assurance that 
systems are in place and 
functioning

• The approved CAP plans will 
not be challenged

• MS should implement the plans 
as approved

Audit work on CAP Plans



Thank you
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