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Challenges and opportunities 
for agriculture, forestry and rural areas



EU policy priorities 
for agriculture, forestry and rural areas 

ORGANIC ACTION PLAN

https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/f2f_action-plan_2020_strategy-info_en.pdf


EU policies set ambitious targets…
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…by 2030 = 7 years = 7 growing seasons!



…time to step and speed up the efforts!
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R&I as enabler for the EU policy priorities 
supported under Horizon programmes

Strategic Plan 
2021-2024

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/3c6ffd74-8ac3-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1


Horizon resources for R&I  
in agriculture, forestry and rural areas

Horizon 
2020

Horizon 
Europe

EUR 9 billion under Horizon Europe Cluster 6 
“food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and environment”.

1/3 for agriculture, forestry and rural areas.

1.3 bln EUR for R&I activities 
in the Work Programmes 

2021-2022 and 2023-2024



From strategy to action: AgriResearch Factsheets



From strategy to action: Results Packs



“The value of an idea lies in the using of it.” 
– Thomas Alva Edison



From strategy to action: 
how to foster the knowledge flows?

3200 supported 
+ 6600 planned 
EIP-AGRI OGs 
under the CAP

>700 projects 
supported 

under H2020 and HE, 
including > 350 MAA 

projects

Many other R&I 
projects beyond 
Horizon & CAP



Fostering interactive innovation model 
CAP

EIP-AGRI operational groups 
= innovation projects at local level

Horizon 2020/Europe
« Science only » & multi-actor projects

at EU level

“We do not only do R&I for practitioners, 
but also with practitioners.” 

– Commissioner Janusz Wojciechowski

Multi-actor approach = practitioners (end-users) 
are put at the center of the R&I activities all over the 

whole course of the project.

In this way we can achieve much quicker 
and bigger impact in practice!

 their practical expertise is used to co-create
innovative solutions;

 it makes them co-owner of the results;
 they implement them in practice;
 they share them in peer-to-peer meetings



Supporting transnational cooperation 
to enhance AKIS interactions and knowledge flows

Number of projects* 
52  Horizon 2020
34  Horizon Europe

EU contribution*
€  135 million 
€ 158 million 

factsheet-agriresearch-akis_en.pdf (europa.eu)

* only AKIS-related projects were taken into account

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-05/factsheet-agriresearch-akis_en.pdf


Supporting AKIS interactions



Supporting knowledge flows

Thematic networks (TNs)  collecting existing knowledge and best
practices on a given challenge/opportunity to make it available in easily
understandable formats for end users such as farmers, foresters, advisors,
consumers and others.

Advisory networks (ANs)  connecting advisors across all EU Member
States in an EU network with a view to share experiences on how to best
tackle challenges/seize opportunities on farm, in forests and rural villages.

bottom up 
theme

predefined 
theme

focus on EIP-AGRI 
operational groups

EU-wide knowledge reservoir
 one-stop-shop for farmers,
foresters and advisors to get
access to practical knowledge
and solutions generated under
EU R&I programmes and
beyond.

bottom up 
theme



Supporting knowledge flows
Thematic networks (TNs)

43 (34 H2020 + 9 HE) bottom up
(+ 2 more in the pipeline)

2 in the pipeline 
with predefined theme

6 with focus on EIP-AGRI 
operational groups 

(+ 2 more in the pipeline)

5 with predefined theme
(+ 2 more in the pipeline) 

Advisory networks (TNs)

ORGANIC ACTION 
PLAN
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Join the poster session to network and learn more 
from the Horizon projects and networks!

EIP-AGRI Horizon multi-actor projects supporting AKIS interactions 
& thematic and advisory networks for transnational knowledge flows

Livia Kranitz Anita Beblek Inge De Bo Kaie Laaneväli-
Vinokurov

Francisco Javier 
Rodríguez Rigueiro

Lotta Fabricius 
Kristiansen

Francesca Giannetti 
& Solaria Anzilotti Stefan Gunnarsson Sergio Ponsá

& Victor Carbajal



We need you!



We need you!



New (updated) Horizon portal 
on the EU CAP Network website

https://ow.ly/Uwtp50PQxj7

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe-creating-knowledge-and-innovation-sustainable-agriculture-forestry-and-rural_en
https://t.co/j7DUEXf4gR
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Thank you
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All information on the workshop is available on the event webpage:
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-workshop-national-

networking-innovation_en
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