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From popular avocado to
desertificationin southern Spain

https://inspain.ne ws/f rom-po pul ar-av ocado-to- desertification-in-so uthe rn-s pain/

MALAGA - From June-September, farmers of subtropical crops in La Axarquia region look anxiously from
their land to the sky. The warm microclimate allows their tropical fruits, such as the avocado to thrive,

However, it also punishes them with a chronic lack of precipitation.

Poorly organised irrigation and climate change are leading to severe water scarcity in La Axarquia region, east
of Mélaga. Spanish newspaper El Mundo writes water resources are no longer sufficient for the crops that

were planned by the government 32 years ago.

Add to this the vastly reduced water resources as a result of the production of more subtropical crops that
require irrigation. Qver three decades ago, less thirsty crops such as olives and almonds grew in this southern

Spanish region. However, now avocado and mango plantations dominate the scene.
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Stop Europe’s largest avocadoin
Portugal “before it sucks us dry”

https://www.por tugalr esident .com/l agos-avocado-ov erlords-hear-they-co uld- be- hit-with-fine-f or-millions-of-eur os/

Since 2014 Europe's largest avocado monoculture was planted where natural landscapes
used to prevall,

Today more than 3,5 MILLION LITERS of water are being used to water 50.000 AVOCADO
TREES on more than 200 HECTARES of land (bought by two different companies)

This happens EVERY SINGLE DAY in our neighbourhood - where the rivers and wells run
dry in times of nearly no rainfall.

What will happen if one day we run out of water?
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Petorca (Chile) has been covered with
thousands of avocado trees which have
aggravated a water crisis in the region causing
negative impacts to the environment and to the
lives of the inhabitants.
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According to the CBI (2021), avocado will be the second bestselling fruitin the world in 2030 .

The current challenge is to balance the supply/ demand for avocado and its double-digit market growth while moving towards sustainable, resilientand
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organic production.

= AvioCado Pineapple Papaya Mango
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Be Be

*Deforestations

_ _ *Access to water
Is it sustainable ?
*Qther local environmental factors

Following EU organic standards:
[ ls it Organic ? j *Use of fertilizers, pesticides
*Maintenance of biodiversity;
*Enhancement of soil fertility;

*Maintenance of water quality / irrigation methods.

[ Is it efficient ? ]Environmentallyand Economically

Does
Consumers
know about it ?
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We strive to Make it Achievable, Accessible & Sustainable !

I'm working on developing

a sustainable farming

Il.*_mll‘utumI (ilu':_rtn'ss }nf EU

which could fit for future

WAGENINGEN young farmers
UNIVERSITY & RESEARCH

F=
HONCROMT

S TING

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Agriculture and Natural Resources
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+ avocado growth 18 months study with :
requirements - University prof.
« organic regulations _Market experts

+ greenhouse structure :
« avocado varieties - Famers in EU and US
- Retailers

-Greenhouse owners
- Young consumers

Background literature
review

* organic avocado growers
+ greenhouse manufacturer

Interviews and site visits * researchers
+ visited greenhouse in Bleiswijk, the

Netherlands

Overview of growth * planting
method ( full year procedure for
harvest) greenhouse

EU CAP

Cost and profitability * economic
ETWORK analysis feasibility




Sustainable method to produce more by using less resources, adapting to climate change and organic regulations
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Our land located within
the best areas in Italy to
growth avocado
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Easy to replicate

Profitable investment vs.
traditional methods

Sustainability impact with
usage of technology

Madein Europe

Todayonly 11% of farmers in
EU are below 40 years old !

full cost recovery from Year 8
with prospect to growth

50 % reduction of water usage
70% CO2 reduction vs. imported products

EU organic standards / technology

Secure the full year round harvest for
EU market with its double digit growth! !



EUCAP . EUCAP NETWORK PRESENTATION
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EU CAP Network workshop
‘Enhancing food security under changing weather patterns:
farm adaptation’

All information on the workshop is available
on the

On the event webpage:
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