
Thematic Group 
Landscape Features & Biodiversity

Group 2
1st  TG Meeting | 13 October 2022

How do we increase the coverage of landscape features in the farmed countryside?

Do not add LF 
elements that do not 

add a value in the 
long- termBelgium (Wallonia): overcoming 

weaknesses in the current 
monitoring systems and developing
an accurate mapping of LFs would

help improving the overall 
management of relevant schemes

Demonstrating the added 
value and the potential 

economic benefits of LFs to 
the farmers, it must become

a business model

involvement & 
information of 
general public

e.g. Food tree areas protected habitats 
do not count as GAEC 8 but funding is 

possible per single tree when productive
and it would be good to include 

productive trees under GAEC 8 too, also 
to avoid 'scaring farmers'

Ensuring synergies 
between GAEC 8 and other

payment schemes to 
support farmers' income

Provide for flexibility / different 
approaches for farmers to decide 

how to deliver tailoring LF 
management commitments to the 

farming structure and practices

Challenge: Farmers' 
fear of doing things 

not correctly leading to
fines

Redefine 
grassland 
definition

bringing together other
relevant stakeholders 

(e.g. Lower Saxony 
experience)

DE: biodiversity 
advisory 
network

AT initiative of training 
the trainers, other 

itneresting approaches 
from DE & IE

Challenge: clear 
understanding of 'landscape
features' / productive - non- 

productive LFs

payments should take 
into account regional /

local specificities

Keeping in mind the perspective 
of farmers, moving from their 

point of view and involve them. 
LFs in the short- run also mean 
additional costs for farmers

Advisers supporting the 
identification of LFs and how 
to maintain them (also need 
for training for advisers too)

Support from advisory 
services & training to 

help farmers implementing
interventions correctly

Farmers' temptation 
of reducing LFs to 
meet production 

demand is very high

Challenge: no accurate 
mapping of LFs 

(Belgium / Wallonia)

How to overcome challenges and make best use of the CAP to deliver LF and 
biodiversity benefits? 


